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JoMiNi says, 'It is necessary to know little, 
but to know that little well/ The object of this 
work is to provide young officers with a certain 
number of military facts, and to draw attention 
to the precarious tenure on which all military 
success is based. They are invited to remember 
that * A general who has thought much on war will 
be qualified for command.' ^ It is by knowing well 
what has been already done, that commanders can 
guess what their antagonists will not be prepared 
for. In this lies the art of war — in knowing your 
enemy's mode of attack, that is to say, and antici- 
pating him, as the Prussians did the French. ' The 
card system fails. The man who never reflected 
in his life cannot be expected to reflect on an 
emergency. An inequality or contraction of ground 
puts him out, the unexpected appearance of a 

* Jomini. 
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crabbed Brigadier flusters him, the whirlwind rush 
of a Sir Charles Napier down the line frightens 
him out of his senses, &c, and the unhappy field- 
officer is like a babe in a wood.' ' We wish to in- 
culcate prudence. Let us remember Napoleon's 
remarksatTculon.when he stood amongst 200 dead 
grenadiers who fell at Fort Phuron. Turning to 
his brother Louis, he said ; ' Learn, Louis, from 
this example, how absolutely necessary instruction 
is to those who aspire to command others.' Study 
may not make a// men good generals, but it will 
give them resources, and a knowledge of mux. 
Our desire is to spare the lives of our soldiers, and 
to endeavour to avoid the disasters caused by 
rashness. We feel that every man who loves 
our Gracious Majesty should heartily say (widi 
Scipio) that ' he would rather preserve o/u 
citizen than slay a tAtfusand enemies.' 

Let our motto be, Fear no foe, but nevar despist 
an enemy. 

R. P. Anderson, 

I Col.-Commanding H.M.'s 34O1 Regt. 

I Bt:ngal Infantry. 

Mehak, Gwalior; 1872. ^^^^1 

' Sir Henry L.iwrcncL-. ^^^^| 



CONTENTS 



CHAPTER I. 

Of the Critical Time in Battle— Use of the Reserve— Be 
Sparing of your Greaiat Efforts — Potential Energy — 
Need of Preparation for War — What is Gained ty Dis- 
cipline — Moral Courage — Steadiness versus Dash — The 
Breech-loader, and what came of it — Effect of Accurate 
Fire — Moral Effect — ' Nerve ' — Lessons in the page of 
History, and in historical Characters — Von Phull — 
— Berthier — Napoleon— Wellington 

CHAPTER n. 

KThe British Soldier and Sailor — The Desire to Conquer— 
Inventive Power in our Officers — ' Dash ' — The Proper 
Time for it — Advantage of Shaking the Enemy by 
Artillery — The Henry-Martini Rifle — Attack upon Jaded 
Foes — Fresh Men at a Crisis — Reserves should not be 
always kept to the last — Quality vtrsus Quantity — For- 
lora Hopes, 



CHAPTER III. 

rcneralship^ Latitude given to Commanders — Over- 
caution contrasted with too great Contempt for an 
Enemy — A Rash Commander — Danger of Pressing Men 
or Horses — Work the Enemy's Troops and save your 
own — When ' Dash ' is dangerous, and when it need not 
be feared — Hislory should be read with Judgment- 
Lord Dundonald's Inventive PoweK .... 



VICTORIES AND DEFEATS 

AN ATTEMPT TO EXPLAIN 
THE CA USES WHICH HA VE LED TO THEM I 



COLONEL R. p. ANDERSON 

Ctmmanditig H.M. %^k Rit*. BtHtai Infantry 

tiA/or ^ Ih, • Cf,-lulan ■ • a«l-i.BaJmrUi ' ' rarv^rik-i-eti/mdiiT Shaii ' 
luui • rarvarit^AAnmnl .S'lia* Dasrrami' and Anltiet ^ Iki 
'Sttaf fH the AiiiHtHUfmiidH ^ Ltttt Sfrmtngtan ' 



Henry S. King & Co. 

Corn HILL &■ la Paternostrr Row, London 

1873 



crabbed Brigadier flusters him, the 
of a Sir Charles Napier down the 
him out of his senses, &c., and the 
officer is like a babe in a wood." ' Wl 
culcate prudence. Let us remember 
remarksal Toulon, when he stood amoni 
grenadiers who fell at Fort Phuron. 
his brother Louis, he said ; ' Learn, Li 
this example, how absolutely necessary ti 
is to those who aspire to command others.! 
may not make all men good generals, bul 
give them resources, and a knowledge < 
I Our desire is to spare the lives of our soldit 

I to endeavour to avoid the disasters cau 

ft rashness. We feel that every man whc 

H our Gracious Majesty should heartily saj 

H Scipio) that ' he would rather presen 

^B citizen than slay a thousand QX\^vci\^%' 

^H Let our motto be, Fear no foe, but 

I 



resen 



R. P. Anders< 

Col.-Commanding H.M.'s 34A 
Bengal Infaiitr)-, 
Merak, GWALiOR : 1872. 



' Sir Henry Lawrence. 



\ 



CONTENTS 



CHAPTER I. 

Of the Critical Time in Battle— Use of the Reserve— Be 
Sparing of your GrfatesI Efforts — Potential Energy — 
Need of Preparation for War — What is Gained Tiy Dis- 
cipline — Motal Courage — Steadiness versus Dash — The 
Breech-loader, and what came of it — Effect of Accurate 
Fire — Moral Effect — 'Nerve' — Lessons in the page of 
History, and in historical Characters — Von Pbull — 
— Benhier — Napoleon — Wellington 



CHAPTER II- 

The British Soldier and Sailor — The Desire to Conquer — 
Inventive Power in our Officers — ' Dash ' — The Proper 
Time for it — Advantage of Shaking the Enemy by 
I Artillery- The Henry-Martini Rifle— AtUck upon Jaded 
■ foes — Fresh Men at a Crisis — Reserves should not be 
■always kepi to the last — Quality versus Quantity — For- 
■]om Hopes 36 



CHAPTER III. 

■neralihip — Latitude given to Commanders — Over- 
caution contrasted with too great Contempt for an 
— A Rash Commander — Danger of Pressing Men 
r Horses — Work the Enemy's Troops and save your 
—When ' Dash ' is dangerous, and when it need not 
^ fearctl — History should be read with Jmlgment — 
^rd Dundonald's Inventive Power. . . . .61 



VI PREFACE 

crabbed Brigadier flusters him, the whirlwind rush 
of a Sir Charles Napier down the line frightens 
him out of his senses, &c., and the unhappy field- 
officer is like a babe in a wood/ ^ We wish to in- 
culcate prudence. Let us remember Napoleon's 
remarks at Toulon, when he stood amongst 200 dead 
grenadiers who fell at Fort Phuron. Turning to 
his brother Louis, he said : * Learn, Louis, from 
this example, how absolutely necessary instruction 
is to those who aspire to command others/ Study 
may not make all men good generals, but it will 
give them resources, and a knowledge of men. 
Our desire is to spare the lives of our soldiers, and 
to endeavour to avoid the disasters caused by 
rashness. We feel that every man who loves 
our Gracious Majesty should heartily say (with 

Scipio) that 'he would rather preserve one 

citizen than slay a thousand enemies.' 

Let our motto be, Fear no foe, but never despise 

an enemy, 

R. P. Anderson, 

Col.-Commanding H.M/s 34th Regt. 
Bengal Infantry. 

Merar, GwALiOR : 1872. 

' Sir Henry Lawrence. 



Major A. OldluuB, 

12thEeiat-i-abil2it Be(t 



CONTENTS 



•ot ■- 



CHAPTER I. 

PAGE 

Of the Critical Time in Battle — Use of the Reserve — Be 
Sparing of your Greatest Efforts — Potential Energy — 
Need of Preparation for War — ^What is Gained 'Cy Dis- 
cipline — Moral Courage — Steadiness versus Dash — The 
Breech-loader, and what came of it — Effect of Accurate 
Fire — Moral Effect — * Nerve ' — Lessons in the page of 
History, and in historical Characters — Von Phull — 
— Berthier — Napoleon — Wellington i 

CHAPTER n. 

The British Soldier and Sailor — The Desire to Conquer— 
Inventive Power in our Officers — * Dash ' — The Proper 
Time for it — Advantage of Shaking the Enemy by 
Artillery — The Henry-Martini Rifle — Attack upon Jaded 
Foes — Fresh Men at a Crisis — Reserves should not be 
always kept to the last — Quality versus Quantity — For- 
lorn Hopes. 36 

CHAPTER HI. 

Generalship—Latitude given to Commanders — Over- 
caution contrasted with too great Contempt for an 
Enemy — A Rash Commander — Danger of Pressing Men 
or Horses — Work the Enemy's Troops and save your 
own — Wlien * Dash ' is dangerous, and when it need not 
be feared — History should be read with Judgment — 
Lord Dundonald's Inventive Power. . . , .61 



CONTENTS 



CHAPTER rV. 



The Conservancy of Force or Energy — Heat Convertible 
into Force— The Replenishment of Vital Heat— Cksot 
on Rashness — Coniposilion or the Roman Annies — 
Reliefs of Fresh Troops Important — Necessity for one 
Supreme Directing Mind — Instance in German Army in 
late War— No Parallel in History to these German 
Successes — Obedience Imperative — The Important 
Moments in Battle — The One Tug More — Anything 
Unusual is Perplexing— Comparative Value of Numbers 
-Night Attacks . . 



CHAPTER V. 

Maignanimity in taking Advice from an Inferior — Lord 
Hardinge's Intelligence when a Young Officer — Murat's 
Advice to Napoleon— Tlie Probable Effect of its Rejec- 
tion in the Retreat from Moscow — Barclay de Tolly — 
Movements of both sides in Campaign of Russia — Boro- 
dino — French Losses and Napoleon's Errors — Ixird 
Clive compared with Washington — Men sometimes 
wrongly judged — Harshness often only on the Surface — 
Timidity and Braien Effrontery — Real Courage and 
Mental Fortitude — Chain of Coberence between 
Mortals. 104 



CHAPTER VI. 

Panics caused by Shock to Sensitive Nen-e — The real 
Cause of all Success — Prudence and Daring Combined — 
Nelson at Trafalgar — Albuera — I-osses with old and new 
Weapons compared — Victory justifies Risk, but no Men 
can afford to Despise others— Even Saladin turned to 
Dust — Danger of despising our Enemies instanced by 
Schamyl, Frederick the Great, Alexander ; in the 
Balacla^'a Charge ; at Ferozesliah, Assaye, and Scetabul- 
dce— <;ritital moments in Crimean Cami>aign, and in 
Retreat from Chiniiui on Lucknuw 1 



CONTENTS IX 



CHAPTER VII. 

PAGE 

Energetic Measures generally successful when employed 
with Judgment — ^The Scale of Victory easily timied; 
instanced at Balaclava, Waterloo, Salamanca, Corunna, 
Friedland — Critical Moments further illustrated: Alarcos, 
Naseby, Monengo, Jena, &c. — Trivial incidents causes 
of Disaster — Dara and Arungzebe, Tippoo Sahib, &c — 
Nothing new under the Sun — Even the Breech-loader 
was known 300 years ago — Strange Blindness of Scientific 
Men to the Value of this Weapon 151 



CHAPTER VIII. 

Necessity for Study — Wisdom taught by Humiliation — No 
General will succeeed who works in a Groove. Ebcpen- 
diture of Force instanced by the Trajectory of a Bullet — 
Velocity gained at Expense of Carrying Power — Im- 
prudence of Despising an Enemy — Boldest Project 
carried out by most trifling Agencies — Opportunity makes 
the Man — The Knowledge of a Soldier's wants among 
the first Duties of a Commander — Rash Commanders 
much to blame — Soldiers Reasoning Beings, and should 
be treated as such — Instances — How to gain a Know- 
ledge of the Soldier's Character — A single word often 
enough to rule them — Others do not care for Corporal 
Punishment — Amenable to Discipline if told they have 
broken the Law — At Heart good and generous ; devoted 
to their Comrades and their Officers 173 

CHAPTER IX. 

Presence of Mind a matter of Experience — Nerves of 
Novices should be spared— Horrid Scenes in War — Calm 
Courage compared with Impetuous Rashness — We want 
I*rudent as well as Brave Soldiers ; but the Ixjaders 
should be Thoughtful Men — It takes all sorts to make 
ail Army — The Chivalrous Soldier of the Age — Fate of 
French after Scilan c:oini)arccl with Probable Fate of 
the Defenders of Lucknow had the Place fallen — How 



Soldiers may lose Confidence in Themselves — Death 
from Cholera feared more than Death in Action ; the 

Invisible Foe dreaded more than the Visible — The Foot 
Soldier faces greater Danger than the Cavalry Man — 
Different kinds of Courage — Example only required — 
Advantage of Lectures to Soldiers, recounting former 
Deeds of our Army 21a 



CHAPTER X. 

Looks are Deceitful — Circumstances make the Man — Men 
Compared— Bluster not Pluck— Strain upon the Minds 
ofreally Great Men— Soldiers, like Steam-engines, require 
expert Handling — A Lifetime of Study may only give 
one Hint for the Hour of Emergency — How Camot 
organised Victory, by judging Men for Himself; a 
Practice very necessary ivilh those who Command — 
Consequences of the Reverse shown — No Rules can be 
laid down for War — Precedents not always to be got, 
nor is it necessary to look for them — The ' Unusual ' 
most likely to succeed — How a Noble Army is made — 
If the Acts of a Government are just, it will be zealously 
supported— Honesty and Dishonesty, Justice and In- 
justice — The Two Moral Laws of our being — Blair on 
the Ways of Providence — The Law of Extremes — 
Examples of Extremes. ...... 230 



CHAPTER XI. 

Advantages of Reading History— How Heroes are made — 
Napoleon's Principle — The general Tone of Public 
Opinion may at times be usefully consulted — How to 
obtain a Huge Army in England without adopting eidier 
System of Landwehr or Landsturm — What will happen 
if we neglect our Artillerj' — Proved further: Baylen, 
Aspem, Sedan, Chillianwalla — To neglect this Arm as 
unwise as to build Wooden Ships to light Ironclads — 
What Hyder Ali's notion of our Artillery was — Artilleiy 
at Presnitz, at Ffere-Champenoise, in the Balkan, and in 
the late War 



CONTENTS XI 



CHAPTER XII. 

PAGE 

Our Army not large enough : neither for Home Defence 
nor to Guard our Foreign Possessions — The Sepoy 
Mutiny caused by the Smallness of the European Force 
then in India — Men and Guns the only real Argument 
in War — What we have is ours Only so long as we can 
defend it — The Horrors of War little known — Now des- 
cribed — What Soldiers do for the State, and their 
Reward — ^They are cheap as an Insurance, but they 
cannot be manufactured in a Day — Reductions would 
therefore be Impolitic and Dangerous — Probable Price 
we should have to Pay if Invaded and Conquered — As 
we cannot rely on the Forbearance of Nations, we should 
always be Prepared — ^When a nation reaches the Zenith 
of its Greatness, it is in Danger — How Decay begins ; 
Patriots, too. Succumb — We should avoid Apathy and 
Indolence by Training for War — The Sad Example of 
Sedan again held forth to warn us 272 

CHAPTER XIII. 

How Soldiers should be Trained for Battle — Real use of 
the Drill Ground is to prepare for the actual Conflict — 
A few Cheering Words Electrical at the Critical Time — 
How Panics Spread — Dress an Important Matter; 
Common Sense should be the Guide — Lord Macaulay on 
Fools — It is long before wise Reforms are carried out — 
Dr. Tullock on * Go-ahead * Men — Wisdom of Adopting 
Advice that bears the Stamp of Truth — The Minds of 
Men compared to Rivers and the Freights they Float — 
On extracting the Pith of everything, and on Reasoning 
by Analogy — The World is nothing but Change — 
Changes in War — Martin Tupper on the Lottery of 
Life .......... 299 

CHAPTER XIV. 

The Grand Struggle in Progress for Liberty — Torrens on the 
Profession of Arms — Great Britain without Army or Navy, 
would Fall — We have been told before that the British 



xn CONTENTS. 

PAGE 

Lion was in his Dotage — Crimean War and Sepoy 
Mutiny Proofs to the Contrary — Our Volunteers — Our 
Love for Athletic Sports — Advantages of Training, 
especially if called upon to meet Hardships — Our Army 
before the Mutiny little known to the Natives of India — 
Better Knowledge should be widely Distributed — True 
Civilisation a thorough Appreciation of its other Mental 
Powers — Generals carefully estimate Intellectual Attain- 
ments of Antagonists — Foresight and Precaution the 
most Consummate Generalship 311 

CHAPTER XV. 

How Times are changed — Warfare Now and in Times 
Past — Science of Defence becoming superior to that of 
Attack — Further Argument for Powerful Artillery — 
Probable Value of Cavalry in the Future : their Horses 
should be taken to be harnessed to Guns — ^The sole 
Object of the Author's Remarks to save the Nation 
from Disgrace — ^The actual Horrors of War again enu- 
merated — Imagine an Enemy in London ! — How such 
Times of Trial are the true Test of Men — Our Course is 
clearly to progress in Knowledge, taking Advantage also 
of every Improvement in Weapons — Wars must at length 
cease when all Nations become equal in Military 
Power. ......... 333 







'VICTORIES AND DEFEATS. 



CHAPTER I. 

f the Critical Time in Battle — Use of the Reserve— Be Sparing 
of your Greatest Efforts — Potential Energy — Need of Prepara- 
tion for War — What is Gained by Discipline — Moral Courage — 
Steadiness versus Dash — The Breechloader and what came of 
it — Effect of Accurate Fire — Moral Effect — 'Nerve' — Lessons 
in the pages of History, and in historical characters— Von PhuU 
— Berthier — Napoleon — Wellington. 

T has been remarked that ' Too much courage 
Hay degenerate into fool-hardiness ; too much 
Prudence into cowardice or stupidity. It is older 
lian Solomon that there are times to hesitate 
nd times to dare ; times to reflect and times to 
ct ; times to respect and fear impediments, and 
imes to set them at defiance. A wise bold- 
ess may yoke Fate itself into the Chariot of 
^ictory, if displayed at the proper moment*^ 
turke said, with truth, ' That timidity with re- 
ard to the well-being of our country is heroic 
irtue,' and every soldier should remember these 
^ords. As * there is a tide in the affairs of men 
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rtra^endurance on the part of the French, at 

titical moment, 6nished the affair. 

this a lesson may be leamt by every Aie^oio 

lander — one proved by all battles, more J^eaim- 

^, viz. that after hard fighting that side is «ithc/i'/. 

ally victorious whose extraordinar y effo rts 
ie made at the last. Both sides being tired, 
Jthing causes the fatigued infantry soldier greater 
ispondency than to observe his enemy still stub- 
HM^ly advancing, or holding his ground against 
^nck. Napoleon was well aware of this and 

that ■ the British did not know when they 
' beaten.' His last effort at Waterloo was N.ipoicon's 

lasl tffon at 

i.ule with the very object of causing this despond- WnKrioo. 
' r, knowing that when it once sets in, men give 
, though the plan failed against the British 
icr. At Sedan, where the Emperor could 
ot get 25.OCX) men for a final and desperate 
ish, the truth of the axiom was again pain- 
illy proved. Hence the necessity (as Colonel Col. llnmieyS 
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r the batde-field a superior number of troops to 
sar upon the enemy,' viz., to have /rcj// men 
:ven if less in number, we think) to dash at a 
red and jaded foe. For this reason he urges 
ic use of the Reserve at certain times. Napo- 
on always had his troops in selected and ad- 
irable positions, and ever ready to be hurled at , 



VICTORIES AND DEFEATS 



y 



Napoleon's 
tactics. 
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time in a 
battle. 
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Kellerman 
defeats the 
Hungarian 
Grenadiers. 



Napoleon on 
tile yalue of a 
quarter of an 
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the particular points he had previously decided 
he would rush upon. He said, for instance, * I shaD 
occupy the centre — Dresden, say ; a few marches 
only will enable me to reach any point where 
my presence, or my reserves, may be required' 
There is no doubt that if the Reserve is in a good 
position it may tend to bring a battle moit 
rapidly to a close. For instance, an attack fc 
made, .and the Reserve is all ready; the enemy 
give way a little — then the fresh men dask 
in ; while those who have been long engage4 
if possible, are withdrawn, and allowed to 
rest at once. What we desire to impress oft 
every British soldier is this, that in almost al 
battles there is a critical time — of but a few 
seconds or minutes in duration perhaps — ^whei 
the contending forces are either so well matche4 
or when some unexpected occurrence takes place 
that the most trifling indecision at that moment 
on the part of a commander may lose him 
victory, whilst a quick perception may make hiflt 
a hero. How many generals have lost battki 
by not appreciating both ' time ' and * distancef 
Kellerman repulsed the Hungarian GrenadieflS 
before the Austrian cavalry (then half a leagtf 
off) could come to their assistance. 

Napoleon said, * I have observed that it is 
always those quarters of an hour that decide the 
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e of a battle.' Hence it was that he always 
i his troops so placed that they reached their 
ended destination at the exact time required of '^ 
m. Macdougall says, ' It is not the number of 
ops ranged in order of battle which decides 
: victory, but the number which is actually put 
vigorous motion by a commander. ' 
\t the battle of Leuthen the Prussians with Rtuicof 

000 beat 60.000 Austrians. and killed and 
unded about 27,000 of them. At Metaurus, 

, 207, Nero defeated Hasdrubal by ' wheeHng Hu* noto 
rigade of his best men in the rear of the Roman iii^mbai. 
ly. and then fiercely charging the flank of the 
miards and Africans.'' Napoleon always Nnpoieon'» 
leavoured to outnumber the enemy at the WwetW. 
ical time ; and at Waterloo, nothing but his 

itake in using his cavalry too soon, and the — L - 

bborn opposition of the British soldier, could 
'e prevented his gaining a victory. Those 
•ific charges of cavalry on the ' squares ' were 
eed enough to daunt the bravest men, yet the 
tish stood firm, and then, after a grand and 

1 effort made by Naijoleon, the French lost -}■ 
rt, and defeat and flight ensued. When 
ancing to batde then, we say let every com- 

' spare and save his men as much as pos- 

' Macdougall. 

» E. S. Creasy, vol. 1. p. ioi. 
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sible ; do not let them exhaust their strenj 
purpose. Do not put on the ' full power ' 
absolutely require it, or, in other words, if ]l 
commence the ' double,' or pas de c/iarge, at a 
a distance as is sufficient to put your men 00, 
breath, do not be astonished if those meal 
defeated. Marshal Saxe said, " Battles are wool 
legs.' The 'tug' of war requires endurance! 
physical force, and what boys at school call 'gu 
wind. ' H ow often do we find the ' cock 
the school ' is a boy who stands a long poun^ 
but will not give in! and as la. general ruled 
though far from the most powerful as regwdsl 
physique, he yet holds his position by sheer 'plm 
Physical force or energy held in reserve fori 
crisis of a battle is all in all. We want thegre* 
amount of ' potential energy ' kept ready fort 
critical moment, Let us suppose i.ooo yanis 
represent the distance a body of men can do 
full speed. If they, however, get over the 
tance in one-fourth the time that anotlier bodj 
men do it In (who move slowly), they do 1 
sixteen times the amount of work by having 
it in one quarter the time. Thus it follows tk 
body of men who only start from a short d 
(just sufficient to get up the required ' mom* 
to ' push home ') will strike with a ' pcrte 
energy ' equal to that already expended by 
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\\o came rapidly over the i ,000 yards p/us the 
lotential energy' that j/?// remains to those who 
d that distance at the run. One body has done 
tteen times the work before it has reached the 
her that has done only one-sixteenth, or per- 
.ps, one-fourth of the work. It is surely quite 
ident, therefore, that it is like ' full power ' 
posed to ' quarter power.' This we opine is 
s real cause of men being hurled back after 
shing up too rapidly to a position, and arriving 
close quarters ■ with little 'potential energy' 
|at the very moment when the utmost expen- 
; of power is absolutely demanded of them, 
en who are ' winded ' are easily beaten by fresh 
:n. Take the best racer round a course at full a ra 
;ed, and then take a very much inferior horse 
ind with the racer a second time, and observe 
: result. All the pluck of the best horse will 

of little use when all the 'go' has been pre- 
jusly extracted from him. 

VVe are living in most unsettled times: God A.ivicensio 
mt that Great Britain may not be drawn into lo prepare tor 
r. Our preparations are merely for our own 
:urity ; we want peace — we love peace. But 
o knows what even a day may bring forth ? 

i many of our comrades in arms ever think of 
ility of the occurrence of such astound- 
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ing events and changes as took place bet^'eci: 
July 15, 1870, and February 16, 1871 ? 

Another year may find us minus many of on 
wisest and bravest of generals ; and if, perchanct 
war does break out, it will require the whole 
talent of our most experienced and able com- 
manders to cope with the scientific warriors of tV 
other European armies. Is it not our solemr 
duty to our gracious Sovereign, and a sacred obli- 
gation we owe to our country — that, as soldiers, 
we should study war ? 

What might not have been averted had tin 

French Emperor been better prepared in July 

nsfrom 1870? The occurrcnces at 'Sedan,' ' Metz,' ar^ 

:,''«nd ' Woerth,' are sad and mournful lessons for uj 

In 180 days it has been calculated that ih 

Gtrnigji Prussians were in 146 engagements and seven 

teen great battles ; twenty-six fortresses wert 

taken: 11,650 officers and 363,000 rank and fil' 

made prisoners, and 6,700 guns and 120 eagles c^ 

standards captured. In short, on an average 

the Prussians took sixty-five officers and some 

2,070 men per day.' 

When men urge us to rest quiet whilst our 

^f'iSuiiilprai neighbours are making such vast preparations, and 

whilst all the workshops of Europe are turning 

' Extract from a Borlin paper, from a Prussian Correspt 
dent, dated March 13, 1S71. 
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ttl sorts of deadly weapons, 



; and 



Hi 



must stop our The a 
ermocrates S3 



remember 

e people of Syracuse: viz, 'They are coming of Syracuse, 
-ainst us with a belief that we shall offer no 
ststance. Be persuaded, therefore, to show 
ildness, to get ready resources for the war, and 
think — everyone of you — that contempt for your 
sailants is best shown by bravery of deeds.' 
'e should not be true British soldiers did we 
mbt the result if war is forced upon us, yet if 
; now neglect the means, we cannot wonder if 
e results are mournful or unfortunate. The Remark 
iter has seen more than one city after a battle which 
,d been fought in its vicinity ; seen the dead foueht 
(dies in the streets ; seen the poor inhabitants — 
jndered and ill-treated by their own country- 
;n, as well as by thievish followers of an army, 
lo make their way through * safe-guards,' 
atrols,' and all the checks that enlightened com- 
inders interposed. — wringing their hands and 
claiming they were totally ruined. He has 
ssed through the perils and horrors of the 
ge of Lucknow. and can well understand what Thmi _ 
)k place in Paris when besieged by the Lucknow, 
ussians ; and those who can imagine what 
ppened in Paris may have some faint idea 
the feeling of the garrison of Lucknow (from 
ne 30 till November 22, 1857) when there was 
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KAIexitmler'^ 
K<nilei5 for 
T rilcncc. 



WhW real 
requires. 



not the remotest hope of our lives being 
had the place been taken by the mutineers of 
Bengal Army. These are the horrid realities q( 
war, and every soldier should enter battle as if ^ 
depended on his own individual energy ; he is a 
link of a chain which is only strong so long at 
each link is sound. He should call forth all bii 
moral courage and fight as if for the very safety d 
his own fireside. 

Alexander's orders were. ' The silence in the 
ranks must be unbroken, but when the time came 
for the charge, the shout and the cheer must be 
full of terror for the foe. Everyone to act as if 
the whole result of the battle depended on his 
own single good conduct.'' The Roman Legions 
under Varus were destroyed by the Germans 
under Arminius, because the Romans were too 
anxious to secure their own individual property, 
and did not, quickly, attend to the words of 
command. Discipline requires that a soldier 
should sacrifice all idea of self on such occasions, 
and ' moral courage ' to avoid the temptation to act 
contrary to duly is as requisite on the battle-field 
as in all secular affairs. ' Facts illustrative of 
the beneficial influence of a ?w«^«/ stimulus as the 
only legitimate source of w/i/jfw/dr activity abounii 
everywhere, and must be famih'ar to every rcfleci- 
' E. S. Creasy, vol, i. p, 131. 
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THE CAMPAIGN OF 1 794 



ing mind.'' It is the "moral courage' we require 
in the soldier, coupled with good beliaviour. 
The extraordinary triumphs and successes of the Whyihr 

-_ , I- 1 ■ (refiiaiu t 

Oerman Army, now matters ol historj', were vicioriou. 
doubtless due to its splendid discipline and rigorous 
^ipe rformance of all duties. 

^^LWith reference to the memorable campaign of 
^P94, Alison says. 'Beginning on every side Th^^^p^p, 
i under disastrous and critical circumstances, it " ''**' 
terminated with universal glory to the Republic. 
Their triumphs were generally achieved without 
magazines, tents, or equipments of any kind : 
the armies, destitute of everything, bivouacked 
in the most rigorous seasons equally with the 
mildest, and the innumerable multitudes who 
issued from their frontiers almost always provided 
for their daily wants from the country through 
which they passed.'^ Who can say what may noi 
yet be the glorious future for such a brave nation ? 
What words were those spoken by Napoleon N*|«iM>n 
to Klenau, Lichtenstein, and other Austrian uiion ^ uiin. 
generals on the capitulation of Ulm } The 
greatest triumphs should indeed teach the con- 
querers humility; Napoleon used these words, 
' Gentlemen, war has its chances. Often victoriou-s, 

' Andrew Combe, in his ' McnUl Stimulus necessary to 
Exercise.' 

* .\lison's 'History of Europe,* vol. J. p. 2. 
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you must expect sometimes to be vanquished. 
This is the moment to remember that there arc 

limits to all empires, however powerful/ 

On the following day, October 21, 1805, the 

empire of the seas was for ever wrested, from his 

navy by the victory of Nelson at Trafalgar, and 

on that day eight years he himself was flying from 

a great disaster to the arms of France, sustained 

on the field of Leipzig.^ 

Napoleon on Naooleon wcU undcrstood the effect of * moral 

* Moral ^ 

Courage.' couragc,' bccausc two days before the battle erf 

Jena he said to a regiment of Horse Chasseurs, 

* My lads, you must not fear death ; when soldiers 
brave death they drive him into the enemy's ranks.' 

No nation is There is no nation so powerful as to be able to 

so powerful as 

to be able to susDCud all military preparations. To do so is 

suspend all ^ ^ ^ ^ / r r 

preparations simolv to invitc an attack. The invasion of Eng- 

for war. *- ^ ° 

land was out of the question from the day we 
armed our Volunteers. There is undoubtedly a 

* moral effect' in the mere knowledge that a nation 
is prepared for war which prevents other nations 

Aschooibo/s from offering battle. A brave school-boy earns 

reputation. 

his reputation as a pugilist by hard-fought en- 
counters, but afterwards he has little trouble to 
hold his place simply because others, who have 
seen him fight, do not care to molest him without 
A nation's. very Substantial reasons. Nations act very much 

* Alison's * History of Europe,' vol. vi. p. 98.- 



WHAT STEADY MEN MAY DO I3 

1 the same manner in matters relative to war. 

tut when we are on the subject of ' preparation 

>r war/ let us be understood to allude to the men 

s well as to the weapons used in warfare. We Eogiaod doct 

ssert that England has no need to forsake the chaog?^ 

ood sound discipline which gave her such mag- 

ificent soldiers as she had at Waterloo. Let us 

ot throw away the substance for the shadow : 

It British soldiers ever remember that impc- impetu^/Mty. 

Liosity (except at the proper moment) tends to 

•ring men up to the enemy out of breath and 

onsequently at a terrible disadvantage. One Whaf»m«« 

eally steady company, all fresh and ready, awaiting iteady men 

1 3 r fir /• might «lo. 

n attack, need not fear to dash at four or five times 

heir number, if their assailants are jaded and have 

ome from a distance at great speed. At Syracuse, B*tti«ft 

13 B.C. we read, * All at first favoured them (i.e. 

he Athenians), the outwork was abandoned by its 

;arrison, and the Athenian engineers began to dis- 

nan tie it. In vain Gylippus brought up fresh 

roops to check the assaults ; the Athenians 

►roke and drove them back, and continued to press 

lotly forward in full confidence of victory. Hut 

mid the general consternation of the Syracusans 

nd their confederates one body of infantry stood 

rm. This was a brigade of their Boeotian allies. The lUetAizn 

Briga/lc turns 

^hich was posted low down the slope of Epipilai, the day. 
outside the city walls. Coolly and steadily the 
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KSUa<liiicss and 



Boeotian infantry formed Hne, and, undismayed 
the current of (light around them, advanced agaii 
the advancing Athenians. This was the crisis 
the battle. The Athenian van was disorgani 
by its own success, and yielding to the unexpected^ 
charge thus made (by troops in perfect order andj 
of the most obstinate courage), it was driven baiJEJ 
in confusion upon the other divisions of the army, 
that still continued to press forward.^ 

Notwithstanding all that was written after 
Crimean War, regarding the wonderful ' dash ' 
the French, ' of the Voltigeurs of the Guard taking 
the heights of Solferino at the ntn^, and of the ' cat- 
like leaps ' of theTurcos and Zouaves, we must say 
we still prefer the steady old British advance. 
Without any invidious comparisons, or any wish 
to disparage the French, it behoves us to prevent 
' false impressions ' from entering the minds of the 
steady British soldier. We feel certain that such 
impetuosity would utterly ruin our noble army. 
Let us remember that the staunch old British lint 
in bygone days, never wavered, although equally 
as furiously attacked. Let us recollect, too. that a 
rifle-bullet fired with good aim can instantly 
annihilate the ' feline propensities ' of any foe en- 
deavouring xojuvtp at us. The very swiftest bird 
or animal cannot escape from a good marksman. 
' R S. Creasy, vol. i. p. 97. 



ENGLISH AXD FRENCH TROOt-S I5 

only important point is to remember that 

r foe has a rifle also ; and that the soldier must 

possess immense 'nerve' and 'moral courage.' so Nerve 

nccessiry. 

as not to miss his enemy. 

All hurry should be avoided, and there must first 
be perfect silence, to be followed by the loudest 
hurrahs and shouts when once ordered to charge. 
When even Englishmen have been known to 
imajfine that our troops are not a match for the 
Turcos and Zouaves, it is indeed high time for us Comimriwn 
to look back and see what the brave British private troops nmi ii 

Turcos ur 

has done ; happily there is ample proof in the Zouavts. 
past to justify our placing the utmost confidence 
in our sotdiere when properly led and handled. 
With all their heroic dash and impetuosity the 
brave French could not penetrate beyond the French nt 
mere threshold of Hougomont. Yet Heaven 
knows they fought with inconceivable valour and 
obstinacy^indeed, they made frantic attempts to 
dislodge our soldiers — but to no purpose. Steady 
soldiers in well-chosen positions are not easily 
driven out ; what unsteady soldiers can do if 
they are only determined was shown by the 
Turks at Eupatoria. But their defence of 
Silistria proves they have splendid troops amongst Turi„ a, 
them ; even if in the Crimea they were far si"istr!ii"'' " 
from steady always. At Talavera when the prcnch »i 
French attempted to take possession of a com- "'""^™' 
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manding height on the left of the valley, llw 
were driven back by Hill's Division. Again, win 
endeavouring to storm the position, on the foBo 
ing day, they were repulsed by the same divisic 
and General Hill's force, even a third til 
repulsed them and drove them back at the poi 
of the bayonet. The French were equally i 
unsuccessful on the right when opposed to ^ 
bayonets of Brigadier-General Alexander Cam 
bell's brigade. In the battles in the Punjab tha 
were many infuriated fanatics, called ' akkaki 
(i.e. immortals !), who rushed madly at ourlines 
infantry, but our soldiers met them with a dead 
fire and sent them rolling in the dust. TheseB 
occupied somewhat the same position as the FediK 
of the Florentine Army, who always engaged I 
enemy first, so as to encourage the rest of thd 
troops. During the siege of Lucknow small o 
posts consisting of only twenty men drove b 
immense bodies of the Sepoy mutineers, thoi^ 
both sides were armed alike with the old ' Broi 
Bess.' The steadiness of the fire of each litl 
garrison quite appalled the enemy. The men fi 
Rapidity of hospital loaded the pieces which others discharaB 

fire and its "^ '^ •» 

daidix effect, and thus our fire was, to the enemy, quite in 
plicable, on account of its rapiditj'. Some offio 
also used their 'sporting rifles ' and 'guns' 
such deadly effect as gave the rebels a wholeso 



Like the 
I Fctiilori of the 
I Floreminc 



nba 



STEADY HRING MUST TELL 



1 of them in after encounters. On these Rchciumi 



: of the mutineers and the solemn silence of 

fsieged was most marked. As the mutineers 

iced, each officer and man covered his foe, 

t every occasion the foremost of the enemy 

ad. Those in rear pressed on and still 

I went down. There was no retreating 

the foe must be repulsed, or all would 

It was a mere question how many 

men were ready to die. The foremost 

I only a very few yards off; and they came so 
>se, in these rushes, and in such dense masses, 

II It was impossible to miss them. Here was 'Momi- 
^ 'moral courage' opposed to the 'physical,' 'phyiitai' 
th the happiest results in favour of the former. 
The question now is whether the new breech- 
iding rapid-firing rifle would give a foe any ad- 
Jitage over our comparatively small army? Our 
:ed opinion is, that the British Army has gained 
f the introduction of the new weapons because our 
en can all be trusted in line. There is not the simJ^ riring 
ast doubt that steady firing must tell ; and the 
DJect of every officer should be to impress this 
instantly on his men, and particularly when entcr- 
g the battle-field. The Prussians at ' Sadowa ' pru-.^iii 
at the Austrians mainly by the rapidity of fire of 
eir needle-gun, but their aim too must have been 
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The Author good to kill and wound SO many. Before proa 

writing o^.-- i-*i -i j 

artillery ing further on this head, we wish to record 1 

before the war 

of 1870. fact, viz. that a year before the German \ 
broke out, we stated in the * Pioneer* ne 
paper that, in the event of an European t 
* it would not be improbable to see an ai 
totally disorganised by an overwhelming artil 
^ fire ; ' and our impression was founded on 

inference that Prussia, seeing other Powers 
for breech-loaders, would feel that in this re 
her superiority was gone, and would pay inJ 
^ the greatest attention to her artillery. It is 

known what splendid service her guns did d 

Reply from the War in France. On the return of the a 

the 'Pioneer.' of this work from furlough in February 

the Editor of the ' Pioneer ' wrote as follows : 
your opinions regarding artillery, which wen 
regarded as extreme, if not extravagant, 
now become truisms.' Stultorum magister ei 
Soldiers going up to an attack will now ac 
with numerous skirmishers ; nor do we thin 
' shoulder to shoulder * is needed for line fon 
till close within charging distance, because 
foot of vacant space gives so much room for 
shot or bullets to pass harmlessly thi 

The first Soldiers should be directed to deliver theii 
few rounds with the utmost care, and wit 
steadiest aim — such an aim as they wou 



to take if they were urinsz 3^ ^ zrii't 
vahx, lo^BDc the cSecr of n 




^•■HQces die cncmjr widi a:we : oescccoemrr ^skrnc 
ly men s nerve, is the c£rttzm r«KLr ct icp^ri 






'■^-^^Jy feel his fiist ocscs. oe has ccr 

^■^^ of Ae wed^ rfiat wil e^esEsZj 5cik rat 33« 

humanhy oppo sed to kfxzi iato pDCGCSL Cr^^r^ 

jT by CFCfy efijct Esa^ss-Ziie zoi— •! 

enemy w^ with a oocTirrrrrymi 

Dints wherr the dapesi imprGsam 

^^fAsxg it as aif^ in the actaoa as pos 

"^lOfds, before die {^srd of the c^cs 

^kisen to that exdtemcst thai se£res 

^umost to firenzy, daring the !rproarc 



not thb die case before tbe attack cc M3;g«^g ' Mbagcnm 
Theodores troops were strack vich the sr:- 
foundest awe at die p re vi o us cfixt cf diie Brrtish 
fire. 

At the batde of Mars4a-Tcar lA::^i5t :^. 
1870) the ProScans were saved by r:iXO ci^n 
dashing — at the critical and propsr 
80,000 or 90,000 of the French, 
themselves in the enemy s quarters, 
making ose of every advantage ofiered by the 
configuration of the ground, they stood on the 

defensive against nearly three times their number. 

c 2 
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There they stood and battled for eight hm 
Six times they were charged by the Impe 
Guard ; six times they repulsed the 
and, pursuing the enemy in their turn, drove I 
from position to position. One after anol 
the corps of Generals Froissard, Canrob 
Decaen, Ladmirault, and the Second Dili 
of General Failly, were forced to give way b 

r Grand charge the Prussian onslaught." ' Afterwards, howei 
cavalry whkh when the French were massing their columns fi 

I Fiench assault, a decisive attempt, the position of the Prussia 
became so critical (their men having ' suffm 
grievously ' ) that it became absolutely ni 
to hurl the Dragoon Guards and Cuirassiei 
the French. Then it was that ' a columi 
1 ,90c rode against the enemy a thundering bl 
of steel.' This was done to save time ; 
this splendid charge 'actually succeeded in 
venting the contemplated assault of the Fren 
till Prince Frederick Charles appeared on 
field, and assumed the command. Soon after this 
the Hanover Corps-d'Armi^e fell upon the rij 
flank of the French.' From this battle we learn 
that cavalry can be used with great effect even 
against troops armed with the new rapid-firing 
rifle. The boldness of the charge, probably, over- 

' yiJe Letter from thePnissLanConesponJont of the 'Times' 
at Berlin, dated August 30, 1870. 
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HOT TtntXE-QVARTERS OF AN HOUR 

»elmed the French with consternation. On 

other hand, two fine regiments of French Tworegii 

c^, _ - ... ,. . , , of French 

^•-Urassiers charging earner in the campaign were cuirassiers 
*-*->ta!iy annihilated by the Prussian Infantry ; we 
'*~* '•Jst pause therefore ere we assert that cavalry can 
^I^'vays be sent against steady infantry-, all pre- 
I-*^red and ready for the onslaught. The effect of 
^t^^jy firing enabled 30,000 Prussians to stand 
*^*" hours before 80,000 or 90.000 Frenchmen. 
* he effect of steady firing was proved over and Sie»dy firing 
^--*Ver agam at Lucknow. Individual officers and 
*^en stood for hours, each bringing down his ' man ' 
^t almost every shot. So close did the mutineers MminccriH 
approach, so dense were their masses, it was 
■almost impossible to miss them; and many a 
bullet miisi have passed through more than one 
r mutineer. The Author, in one attack, fired off in Ahoiihree- 
lut three-quarters of an hour a large bag full of '"'"' ' 
fie cartridges, at men not twenty-five yards dis- 
The probable result can be imagined. This 
f'lng been the case (in a greater or a less degree) 
; every outpost, we were able to judge of the 
qection that soon set in amongst the rebel Sepoys, 
the first impression did it all ; we shot down all 
^e foremost men, who were doubtless the most 
wlute and daring in the whole army of rebels, 
^oor noble Fulton, himself killed by a round-shot. Poor FuUon 
"could hit anything, the size of a man's hand, 
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every time at loo yards, and the Author of 
work (when unable to dislodge an enemy's mark 
man at distances oyer 1 20 or 1 50 yards) 
constantly asked poor Fulton to do the needf 
with his sporting rifle, which he never failed 
accomplish, so accurate was his aim. lit 
were numerous splendid shots ' amongst I 
officers at the outposts. The ' Brigade Ma 
garrison was composed entirely of officers. T 
^ rebels came up to within twelve yards of the» 
of that outpost, and their loss was terrific in W 
attack they made, because they were exposed 
the fire of double-rifles and guns, aimed at th 
by the most steady and determined soldi 
Dash, at the proper time, doubtless has 
wonders ; but those who hope by it alone to g 
a victory, will often be sorely disappointed. 

A commander should take every pains to gel 
men to deliver the first few rounds with d< 
effect; and this cannot occur if the firing comm( 
from the body in line (not the skirmishe 
coarse), at too long ranges. The Prussians j 
rally opened fire at 200 to 300 yards, and 
the effect was fearful. The skirmishers si 
all be the best marksmen in a corps ; and 
is no reason why they should not fire at eve 
longest ranges, if certain tliey could hit their CJ 
Clouds of such skirmishers will shake the 
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;x.-. 



"tlie enemy, and prq)are the «a>' far »^*?r ^ ^■"-^■jt 
^lespondency which it shoold Ik cnr ^ j'T't v^ 

Three murderDus roant^ vfT a> snrt A''--*-^ 
awe the foe than loo infjirring Bo^ >>m vl 
'portion to the large number of biOtc^ et- 

The enemy is sure to g^ca cyttidemu r^ 
^n, hearing a tremendous rrjK di arrHj^ ^a^ 




— • I ![;.• 



^^^sketry, he finds neverti»d«s taat tik*r»: are J^ *> 
casualties in his ranks ; iC oo cb<^ ocb^ baxic 
sees men fall on all sides he losnts b*an at ^./zi'^. 




(Hd here we must remark that too mjcb ka/:inaac*: u^r / ut. 
;'^'M^ms to be placed in the dispciBtkxQ c/ tbt fcr«a». mi^^J!^^ 
-^^Ustead of in the ^Sr/ of the fire. Tbe Austriaiib 
'. "^lave ever been famous for tfacir profcpund rwpect 
: ^br the ' rules of war/ and what hab beien the 
^result ? The Prussians adopted the more sensible 
view, and considered that, as the object of firing is 
to kill^ they had better look to the weapon rather 
than to the marching and dressing. 

Once make ycmr enemy fed your fire, and then Mak*^ k\vc 

eueiiiv feel 

the 'moral effect* will instantly come into ope- yimrfirtr. 

ration* The moment any hesitation is observed 

or partial disorder occurs, not a single instant 

must be lost The foe must be well plied with ^^\ax is to be 

. done if 3^u 

rapid musketry (if too far off for a charge with the »ee any di*- 

order in the 

bayonet), and not allowed to recover his ' nerve,' ranks of the 

' ' enemy. 

which he assuredly will if you leave him alone — 
either by not advancing boldly towards him or 
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[ A bold front 
I requited. 
1 Men soon re- 



ceasing your fire. Man after all is m^n — and 
he loses confidence in himself or his commani 
all is lost Nerve, however, is soon recovered 
if the enemy retreats, follow him up very circum- 
spectly. If he rallies, be quite prepared to figlil 
him, as in the first instance : a plan impossible if 
your troops, by a too hasty advance, had been 
permitted to lose both their 'wind' and th«r 
. compactness or solidity. No doubt when an 
enemy faces you in line, he sees all the gaps in 
his ranks and appreciates the effect of your fire; 
but it is when the retreat commences that the 
shots tell most. To bring about a retreat, then 
should be your primary endeavour; for this pu: 
pose let your aim from the first be as accurate ani 
deadly as you can. The firing will improve wht.;: 
the enemy has turned tail ; because all the philosu 
phy in the world will not inspire men to shoot .1 
well at a foe who is facing them rifle in hand, as .; 
the same foe dispirited and in flight 

Battles are won by the 'moral effect' If noi 
how is it that men are made to fly off the field l; 
battle in such numbers .' How is it that oi:' 
regiment may chase a whole brigade ? How i- 
it that a couple of brigades may keep a whole 
pursuing army in check ? For the first the reason 
is obvious ; the retiring body, having bee 
fire, has lost its ' nerve.' For the second 
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In the third case the t\vo brigades were 

>ably part of the Reserve, and, having as yet 

formed no part of the front line, they are still in 

the possession of their 'presence of mind,' and, if 

really steady men, they are likely to hold in check 

a much larger body which having been in action is 

not so fresh as themselves. It will be well for a Tc follow op 

with caution- 
commander therefore to pursue fugitives with widwhjf 

caution ; because when his own troops are out of 

breath he may be called upon unexpectedly to 

fight fresh men — men who have as yet taken no 

share in the battle in which their side have been 

beaten ; and who, consequentiy, will fight with 

desperation to save their retreating comrades 

In arms. What but want of presence of mind, Sedan. / 

and a feeling of utter hopelessness, caused the (^ 

French army to lay down their arms at Sedan ? 

They were surrounded by a belt of artillery, and 

could not be made to try a last effort. Yet we 

cannot but admire the bravery of the French 

under all their sad misfortunes ; chiefest among 

which was an overwhelming artillery fire, the most Tenibic 

Bilillery lite. 

terrible perhaps that any soldiers were ever ex- 
posed to and enough to shake the nerve of the 
bravest men in the world. Cssar acted on the iiowCtot 

, - r .1 ■ ■ pursued an 

cautious mode of following up a retreating enemy, enemy. 
In pursuit he avoided actual collision— satisfied 
to follow, day by day, the enemy at a distance 
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of five or six miles, and to await patiently 
most favourable occasion to inflict an utter defeS 
_rouchy and After the battle of Ligtiy, had Grouchy followeil 
Blucher to Waterloo, he very probably would have 
found the Prussians drawn up to meet him. 
Wellington having prepared Blucher for a concer 
Itfjpoieon's tration at that place. Grouchy's orders were 

l-ordets lo ,_, ^ ,, 11- I 

[ Groucliy. ' To follow up, complete their rout, and nevt^ 
lose sight of them.' Whether it would hav- 
been prudent (on the part of Grouchy) to havi 
done so to the letter, is for commanders to deciO-; 
after recollecting the force at Blucher's disjwsai 
and the fact of Wellington being actually on bi^ 
way to meet him. Hence it was that Bludiei 
did not hesitate to march to Waterloo, ' notwitl'- 
standing that Grouchy was descending perpeO' 
dicularly on his line of communication with hii 
base.'^ A dash here might have been fatal lu 
Grouchy had Blucher during his retreat ' factJ 
about' to give batde. The final attack of iIk 
Prussians on the front and flank of the Frenci 

feci army was fatal to Napoleon. The ' moral effect 

of it completely disorganised the French. The 

' defeated army was completely routed, and fleJ 

over the frontier, by the great Charleroi roaii 

i.-ish pursued by the Allies. As regards dash, let us 



' ' Julius Citsar,' by the Emperor Napoluon, vol. ii. p. Jd 
' Hamley, p, i(j4. 
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I forget that of the French at Quatre Bras, 
attacked with furious impetuosity, but 
repulsed by the British bayonet; and 
ough, trusting to their immense superiority in 
hbers, they came thundering down a second 
they made no impression. They were 
driven back. These heroic foes made 
lird attempt, with redoubled fury and im- 
bosity, but our brave soldiers stood like a 
, and again repulsed them with the bayonet, 
during all this time the great difficulty 
tbtless was to restrain our men. Their blood 
> up,' but had they dashed at the French they 
ruld have lost their solidity in the midst of dense 
I of the enemy, and might have been de- 
Kd. We have to thank God, therefore, that 
Great Commander knowing the enemy's 
kntion, was also quite aware that his strengtli 
isisted in keeping his men well in hand. Our 
ny consists of men of three nations, and it is a 
'xture that requires to be very well ' sfiaken' 
before it can be ' laken ' .' 

We have no right to flatter ourselves with the Too much re- 
idea that ' dash' will do everything ; but it is our rfui^isuniafe. 
dutj', as soldiers, to extract from history what- 
ever is really worth recollecting and to apply the 
same to present circumstances. 'In the rapid Parallel i.i 
pages of its history (le. of France) will be found history. 
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parallels to the annals of ancient greatness 
the genius of Hannibal and the splendour 
Gracchus ; the ambition of Caesar and the spli 
dour of Augustus ; the triumphs of Trajan 
the disasters of Julian."' Yet notwithstanding 
this, we must be careful not to copy any nati( 
mode of attack in battle, if such is not appl! 
able to our own soldiers. Napoleon said, wilb 
great truth, ' In contemporary, as in historical 
facts, we may find lessons, but seldom modtlil 
Louis Napoleon {vol. i. page 348) says, ' One 
should not merely copy that which has already 
been done, for imitations do not always produce 
resemblances. In fact, to copy in its detail; 
instead of copying in its spirit, a government 
that is past, were to act as a general would, who 
finding himself on the same battle-field where 
Napoleon or Frederick had conquered, should 
think of merely repeating the same manoeuvres. 
In reading the history of peoples, as in reading 
the history of battles, we should derive thence 
general principles, and not servilely limit oursel' 
to the following, step by step, a track which 
not impressed in sand, but on more elc 
ground — the interests of humanity.' 

Let us then avoid the errors of our ancesi 
but at the same time let us reap the advani 
Alison's ' History of Europe,' vol. i. p. 2. 
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^^Ae good lessons they have taught us as regards 
^^■Art of War. Let us only foUow the beaten 
^^K where we can do so safely : with the option 
^^Bivergence ever at our disposal, we shall be 
^^■ig prudently in taking that only which, for a 
^^Bainty, we know to be a better way. Reading 
^^m often mislead a man, but if we read carefully, 
^^1 place the substance of our studies in well- C__J 
^^■nged order in our minds, we shall have, as 
^^■U'ds Military tactics, an innumerable number 
^^ftrafty sleights all ready for immediate use In 
^^We just as a wrestler uses his best sleight when 
^Bmeets a powerful antagonist To explain this 
^Hter, we will give the character of General Von chantxaoi 

^^V GcBcnl Vor 

^^pul : ' He had thoroughly studied the theory of n"»i'. 
war, and in the seclusion of a contemplative life 
had imbibed a clear sense of its principles. But 
he was ignorant of men / Constantly living with 
the departed great, he was not an adequate match 
for the existing little : familiar with Caesar and 
Frederick, he knew little of the mode of mana- 
ging public affairs or ruling mankind in real life. 
Hence he was unfit for any practical command, 
and held none ; but, nevertheless, his forcible 
genius, romantic turn of mind, and noble dis- 
interestedness, gave him a great sway with the 
Emperor, and rendered him the author of the 
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plan, and in the outset, the real CommanderHih 
chief of the campaign.' * 
Character of Let US take another character : that of MajoF 

Major-General i t» i . r • t • 

Berthier. General Berthier, for instance, who m 1809 I* 

Germany) ' brought the empire to within a 
hair's breadth of destruction ; ' * yet bdi^ a 
constant companion of the Emperor, is con- 
sidered the mind that directed, simply because 
* All the orders from head-quarters emanated from 
his pen.' • This impression was afterwards & 
pelled by his incapacity. His mind was A 
essence of order,* * universal in application, metho- 

Napoleon's dical in habit.' * * The pretension of his manner, 

opinion ofhixn. 

(from constantly associating with the great 
Napoleon) gave him much influence. NapoleoD 
said, ' It was quite natural ; nothing is so imperioifc 
as weakness which feels itself supported by 
strength : Look at women ! ' What then came 
of all Berthier's 'method,' or his * applica- 
tion ' ? Any Bengalee Writer has both to the 
utmost degree ; yet what use would such a 
man be when sent to act on his own 'account? 
Every man who has lived twenty-five or thirty 
years in the Army, has no doubt met more than 
one Berthier in character.^ 

' Alison, vol. X. p. 3. ^ Ibid. p. 307. 
» Ibid. ^ Ibid 

5 Ibid 



NAPOLEON THE GREAT $1 

The disposition and character of the great Napoleon the 
Napoleon is an instructive study. What first 
Strikes us is 'The opposite and apparently 
irreconcileable features of disposition to which 
they point' * 

He was ' accustomed to consider everything 
with geometrical precision, and to estimate human 
strength and capacity at its highest average, and 
calculated upon the march of his different corps 
as he would have done on the resuh of an arith- 
metical calculation, and was as much surprised 
where the one failed him as he would have been 
if the other had not produce4 the expected result'* 

* He could not remain a moment quiet without 
doing something ; and if news of an exciting or 
'disquieting kind was received, he not unfre- 
quently poured the whole snuff out of the snuff- 
box into the hollow of his hand, and shovelled it 
at orice up his nostrils/ • To the ladies at St 
Cloud he often said to twenty in a row, ' II fait 
chaud ' ! * ' He always walked about when he was 
dictating ; the energy of his mind, and rapid 
succession of ideas, rendered it impossible for him 
to sit still. The fervour of his imagination, the 
vehemence of his conceptions, seemed to render 
him insensible to the fatigues of the moment. He 



^ 



> Alison, vol. X. p. 273. * Ibid, p. 288. 

3 Ibid, p. 287. ^ Ibid, p. 184. 
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scarcely ever wrote with his own hand. But i 
writing was so bad as to be almost ill^ble e 
to himself ; a few letters were only given to < 
word, and such as were employed were, in gener 
wrong spelt' ' 

' At the head of the table of the " Coundl d 
State" he was constantly cutting the chair, d 
which he sat, with his penknife ! ' 

Yet, notwithstanding all these ' opposite a 
irreconcileable features,' of his disposition, 
' mental superiority ' of this wonderful 
appears only to perfection when he is compared | 
with his 'admirable lieutenants,' 

Some men are unable to see the merits of a book: 
now Napoleon had a wonderful power as reganJs 
this. ' He had an incredible tact in discovering from 
a few pages whether there was anything worth 
reading in a book. H is taste was for solid and welt^ 
informed writings, not amusing trifles.'" — No one 
f had studied mati more than Napoleon. What did 
he say of the gallant Murat ? that ' he was 3 
Paladin in the field, but in the Cabinet destitute 
of either decision or judgment In battle he was 
perhaps the bravest man in the world ; left to,_ 
himself he was an imbecile without judgma 
He was my right arm, but without me he i 
nothing,'' The imposing dignity of Murat (al^ 
' Alison, vol. X, p. 292, » Hid. p. 295, • Jbid. p, joj 
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|be head of 1 8,000 or 20,000 horse) ' his mcompar- 
bSiIe seat on horseback,' 'superb costume,* 'gorgeous 
■tappings/ etc., all took the eye of the French. 

Let us now notice another tj-pe of a great man, wd Byai. 
—Wellington. * Capable, when the occasion 
•acquired or opportunity was afforded, of the most 
laring enterprises, he was yet cautious and war>' in 
:iis general conduct ; prodigal of his own labour ; 
:*egardless of his own person, he was avaricious 
Dnly of the blood of his soldiers. Endowed by 
nature with an indomitable soul and a constitution 
of iron, he possessed that tenacity of purpose and 
indefatigable activity which are ever necessar)' to 
great achievements ; prudent in council, sagacious 
in design, he was yet prompt and decided in action. 
His activity in war was unwearied; his frame 
capable of enduring unbounded fatigue. No 
general ever revolved the probable dangers of an 
enterprise more anxiously before undertaking it ; 
none possessed in a higher degree the eagle eye, 
the arm of steel, necessary to carry it into execu- 
tion. Skilfully seizing the opportunity of victory, 
he. studiously avoided the chances of defeat; 
aware that a single disaster would at once en- 
danger his prospects and strengthen his oppo- 
nents. Of food and drink he took what nature, 
not pleasure, dictated.' ^ 

* Alison, vol. vii. pp. 114, 115. 

D 
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Napoleon and ' Napoleoii wos covctous of elofy ; 

;omp»red. was impressed with d/t(y. Napoleon ii 

of slaughter ; Wellington was sparing of 
Napoleon was careless of his word ; WelM 
was inviolable in faith.'' 

|Duty'_verius ' There Is not a proclamation of Napdeoi 
his soldiers in which glory is not tnentioacd, 
one in which duty is alluded to. There is noi 
order of Wellington to his troops in which rfw 
not inculcated, nor one in which glory is I 
tioned,'* It must be here remembered, howi 
that Napoleon was an Emperor, and Wellingt 
mere servant to the Crown. The one hai 
trammeled sway in power ; the other was subo 
ate to the orders of the Government Hence il 
that Napoleon used the word 'glory,' and 
other the word ' duty.' 

The one had to rouse the enthusiasm fl 
troops by a word that acted as a charm on t 
Frenchman, Wellington commanded men 
different temperament, to whom ' duty ' n 
whatever tended to benefit our country, 
add to the dignity of our nation ; jua 
' obedience or submission to parents, govei 
or superiors, reverence and respect toward 
King,' are inculcated in our youth, and impr 
upon us by our parents. Consequently, al 

' Ihid. vol. xii. p. 173. ' Ibid. vol. sit, p. 
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n fully understood the power of duty, and 

: its responsibility to the fullest d^ree. The Duty to 

'^ ^ ^* parents. 

St uneducated soldier understands his duty to 
parents, and can comprehend the gratitude 
owes to them — to them, and to the Government 
.t acts the same parental part by giving him 
t means of subsistence, while it honours him 
placing the honour of the nation in his hands 
be defended, if need be, with his very life. 
To do one's * duty,' then, is simply to act the what is duty? 
rt of a man of honour to the fullest degree, 
hat has not been done by a single word } 
esar quelled a mutiny by using the word | Quirites * and 
)uirites,' instead of * Milites.' 
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CHAPTER II. 

The British Soldier and Sailor — ^The Desire to Conquer— Inva 
Power in our Officers — *Dash* — The Proper Time for 
Advantage of Shaking the Enemy by Artillery — ^The H( 
Martini Rifle— Attacks upon Jaded Foes — Fresh Men 
Crisis— Reserves should not be always kept to the last — Qc 
versus Quantity — Forlorn Hopes . . . . . . 

The object of The objcct of this Analysis is to adduce hist 

this Analysis. 

as the proof in all matters herein introdu^ 

because * History is Philosophy teaching 

When a dash example. ' ^ When the soldiers of a well-discipli 

may succeed. 

army, like the French, rush with sudden 
vehement impetuosity at troops without n* 
intellectual acuteness, success may as often fo 
But sometimes as not. The plan did remarkably well in Alge 

dangerous. , 

but if the same men are driven by the imp 
^ of a false excitement upon a compact bod) 
staunch British or German soldiers, they 
pretty certain to be hurled backward like wa 
are shattered into foam upon a breakwater. 
The true There is something in the British warrior tha 

British soldier. r ^ ^ i • i 

not found to the same degree in other soldi 

* Bolingbroke. 
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not stolid ; he weighs danger by his own 
, having the utmost reliance in himself as 
^dividual, and in his commanders. He is 
sily over-excited ; and his notion that he is 
nre as any man of any nation is so strong, that 
never give in whilst a hope of victory 
He is a splendid sentry; no man can 
m. Orders to him are orders indeed — 
Eto be obeyed. He is not easily alarmed, 
the siege of Lucknow a very young / 
in H.M.'s I02nd was on sentry when 
$)t-inch shell burst close to him, and threw 
i immense quantity of earth. The noise was 
>nsiderable, as the gun was fired from only loo 
irds off. The Author, who commanded at 
le outpost, rushed out to see what had hap- 
trned. He saw the youth standing at his post, 
ose to where the shell had just exploded, as 
ilmlyas if nothing had occurred ! On asking the 

Pwhat had happened, he replied tinconcernedly, Thetnie 
think a shell has busied, i 
vo Jack tars were strolling up from the 
)il-Kusha Park, (where Lord Clyde's army was 
len stationed) towards the Residency position at 
.ucknow. They passed our picquets of horse 
nd foot (by which they were directed), and con- 
idered themselves quite safe. Suddenly a 
aity-four pound shot struck the road just in 
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Re». T. D. 

Greig's com 
parison be- 



front of them ; one said to the other, * I'm ble 
Bill, if this here channel xs. properly hioyedt' 
comparing the picquets to * buoys.' Having s 
this, they proceeded towards the ReMdencyi 
calmly as if they had been on Portsmouth Har 
These are but three specimens of the stuff wehaw 
throughout the Nav>- and Army. Rash ind« 
must be the foe who thinks to disturb the ( 
nimity of such men by shouting or rushing at tl 

For the simple reason, therefore, that weo 
such splendid, noble fellows, we should hesiiatefl 
adopt any system in force in armies the men I 
which are more easily excited- The Rev. T. 1 
Greig understood how Napoleon was defeated! 
w.j^" ""* Wellington. He says, ' You see in the case of o 
former, (Napoleon) the workings of a convi 
that he ruled over battalions of enthusiasts, 
perceive all the energies of his mind employedl 
evoke that enthusiasm, to create in tlie bre 
his troops a thirst for that glory' which he kd 
them to be chiefly quickened by. He seems toh 
been aware that it was by the impetus of an assd 
by the fury which grew out of a rapid onset,! 
which reason scarcely had a part to play) 
they would alone achieve success. Here lay I 
" forte," and he knew it ; and so long as he t 

' Vide pra'ious remarks on 'Glory' and 'Duty' at J 
34. 35' 
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with mere sc4diers, the cigrii cc" Ids esi^j 
through almost the length axxl breacii: ct Eirwoe 
Bad Africa was over fields strewed with tbe 2crz.-Si£s 
of his victims. At last he becan^ wzTcf^ft: br a 
wasfPT spiriL WeDii^^too pesesraied im? ib^ 
lieait of his antagonist, and there be f5s::c7*rsd 
the myster)"^ of his m^;hL He cocCy p^iscef ^ tbs 
inetaphysical halancp, the minds c£ ErEi:cs ar>"? :bs 
minds of Frenchmen. He saw thiir be -s^ls :be 
leader of a phl^matic race, who in a zi-tre TraKtf: 
of enthusiasm would be worsted : a r^r-c^g. 
reasoning, grave, and sober people * ixc *ie!y i^ 
be kindled with such flames as tbe ge^'.is (X bSs 
opponent could so easily cxcx^ : but at ibe sa=.-e 
time, patient, enduring, and fraugiit wfib a d^rrilfess 
enei^' of purpose, an energy* whicb if :r wcr-Sd 
not so brilliandy triumph, appeared frxapabCe cf 
understanding what it meant to }iekL* He 
weighed these counter qiialities. he cccpared 
their relative worth, and by a course of reasc rJr.g, 
brief, perhaps, but what a meaner irJnc cci;!: ret 
have accomplished, save through the xr^c-st 
elaborate process, he arrived ax the corxl-sica 
that by making proper use of the materia!, %;:h 
which he was furnished, he might no: merely 
fling his gigantic adversarj- as a prey intio the 



* Fi^ remarks on * Dutj- ' at :.p. 34- 35- 

* Vide remarks at pp. 36. 37 on •J-.e Lririih pr>.i:e loi'^iic-r. 
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midst of the rocks of the ocean, but demonstn 
to the remotest ages of posterity, that the r 
qualities of the British character were, in d 
battle-field, more than a match for the most d 
valrous powers that ever elicited the admira 
of mankind.' 

Baron Bazancoiirt called the British ' 
human walls which may be pierced by the hafl 
fire of the enemy, but never beaten down.' 

Besides possessing these noble qualities,lhcrei 
also in the British soldier a feeling of daring i 
the midst of danger, a desire to conquer i 
lessened by being opposed to vastly super 
numbers, a determined will moreover that j 
hopefulness and cheerfulness when he is surrciinda 
by almost insurmountable difficulties. This the \ 
Author himself saw at Lucknow. Now, ' The will 
and the muscles must both be directed to the same 
end, and at the same time, othenvise the effect 
will be imperfect. The force exerted by stron;; 
muscles, animated by strong nervous impulse or 
wi/i, is prodigiously greater than when the im- 
pulse is weak or discordant ; and as man is madt 
jtoi to do two things at once, but to direct his whol'- 
powers to one thing at a time, he has ever excellcti 
most when he has followed this law of his nature' 



' Andrew Combe, in his ' Mental Stiraulu; 



necessary n 



THE NEW RIFLE AN ADVANTAGE 4 1 

It is this very energy of purpose, this hope- whatnaakcs 
fulness amidst danefers, this reliance in their com- «>wiersofittcd 

^ to fight • in 

manders, that makes the British so fit for fighting ^*' 
in line. In the French army the idea of * glory,' 
the * enthusiasm' etc., etc., are all supported by that 
further feelins: of confidence that men in dense Confidence of 

^ men in dense 

masses acquire. The British soldier has confidence »*»««• 
^ in himself, and also in the comrade to his right and 

left We opine, therefore, that the introduction T!?*"?^ , 

* nnes give the 

of the rapid-firing: rifles is an advantasfe to the Bp^ishthe 

* o o advantage. 

Army that could be trusted in line even with the 
old Brown Bess. One good steady man now is 
as effective as ten or more with the old weapon. 
So long as an enemy cannot bring a column up to 
our line we need never fear the result of line 
opposed to line, i.e. as regards the British soldier. 
Amongst our officers we have much 'inventive 'inventive 

power ' in the 

power ' ; much of that ' individual intelligence' as officers. 
it is termed which comes into operation whenever 
something: new is required. As a single instance, An example 

*" ^ , ^ ^ of an Artillery 

we may mention that during the siege of Lucknow officer at 

Lucknow. 

an eighteen-pounder at loo yards was giving us 
g^reat annoyance and we were unable to stop the 
fire by shells from a mortar as the range was so 
short An Artillery officer at once ' cocked up ' 
a mortar, and fired it as if it had been a howitzer. ^ The • ship.' 

> This was called * The Ship.' 
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French 
cavalry 
thatgcd by 
llrltisb 
infanlry at 
Vimwro io 
1808. 



The very first shell went point blank right ii 
the embrazure of the eighteen-pounder, and ihofB 
exploded ! It is hardly necessary to add that. a 
far as the Author knows, the rebels did not agavl 
trouble us with that gun, at least during /M| 
day. 

As to courage, can we ever forget how 1 
' weak squadi'ons' of British cavalry led by Colon^ 
Taylor were charged by thrice their numbers Z 
Vimiero, August 21, 1S08; and how these hora 
men, getting into an enclosure, the French caval 
stopped the only aperture of egress ? Then ( 
was that the Infantry came to the rescue of t 
other arm. The gallant Colonel Walker oflJ 
50th Foot actually charged the French cavalry a 
the 'double.' The blockading mass gave way.a 
' forth rode the liberated cavalry, striking right aoj 
left.' 

This is ' dash' at the proper time ; very differ 
to that species of dash where men rush up, 1 
shouts, in disjointed masses without the nece 
compactness, against positions where steady • 
yet unshaken soldiers await tiie onset, and \ 
Lucitnow dealing out a murderous fire. More than 100,01 
Rebel soldiers attacked the weak (sand-bag, etc 
etc.), defences at Lucknow. but all their atta 
were abortive because a merciful Providence \ 
the defenders hope and confidence. Yet thd 
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pers were perfectly mad lo carry ihe place if 

\. When soldiers are made to rush up to 

IS. from great distances, they are then 

to attempt to do two things at the same 

hence, the ' impulse is weak ' on the part erf" 

ickers, whilst the ' nervous impulse or will 

digiously greater' on the side where the 

muscular power is brought into play by men 

jiexhausted potential energ)-, calmly await- 

le attack. Human beings have only a 

I amount of endurance. This backed by an 

UabU willczn accomplish much. Yet man, 

er brave, is mortal. ' The spirit is willing, 

^ flesh is weak,' and the strongest man must 

Jib when the physical energy is exhausted. 

ding to the laws of Mechanics, we find that 

itential energy of a body is tlie work which it 

ible of doing in wtJZ'iw^ from its actual position 

Other position which it tends to approach." 

amentum produced is equal to the impulse 

L Again, ' the potential energy expended 

lerating a body is equal to the actual energy 

i by the body." Surely, then, to make a man 

'er great distances, is to force him to break 

rs of nature as well as the laws of mechanics. 

veil might we expect a steam-engine to per- 

ifithout steam as to expect tired and 

Uess men to fight. The energy of the man 
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being hu sal J 
limiled powrn 
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CKhaustum il 
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AnQlher in- 



44 



VICTORIES AND DEFEATS 



Splenilid 
' of the Guards. 



is the same as the steam to the engine, 
took the potential energy out of the men 
attacked the great Chinese batteries on the Pei 
was it not the dashing 'breast high into mud. 

At Inkerman our magnificent Guards were 
broken, but not till they had beaten back five times 
their own number of the Russians. Althou^li 
the valour and ' pluck' of the Guards jem^nci 
undiminished, they had expended all their energj' 
in the strenuous efforts to repulse the foe. 
As one huge mass of Russians was repulsei! 
by the Guards, another dense column of fre^; 
men strode forward to grapple for ground their 
countrymen had just been forced to relinquish 
The ' moral courage' of the Guards never forsoc4; 
them ; they were simply exhausted. But when 
they had breatlied a little, they had replenished 
the ' steam,' the energy that is to say, and went to 
work again as vigorously as ever, 

A remarkable instance of this kind showing the 
exhausted state of men occurred at the battle of 
the Nile. 'The first lieutenant came to Capl 
Ball, and informed him that the hearts of his 
were as good as ever, but that they were so 
pletely exhausted that they were scarcely cai 
of lifting an arm.* He asked, therefore, that t 
men might be permitted to lie down and 
' Sir Alexander acceded to the proposal, and 



AT IXOlXOW Xf 

ship s crew lay down each in dx pSace at w2s 
stationed and slept for twenty mTnutes. Afisr 
they were roused. 



• tii:iiiii:»iB«t 



- ^ 



in a few minutes the enemv smim dcred'^ Scr 
Alexander, his cheers and die a^-poEnCEii wzim 
alone kept awake durii^ diose twenty TrVracs 
The French ship, however, had • rpasft: irn^ ' ico, 
during that interval, and it 
tained that the crew equally 
slept. Imagine the result if the Frer>cri occjf 
have roused themselves and coatinzed tbe rre xr 
merely a few minutes ? But here the pctenti 
energy had been completdy expeoced cc Ice: 
sides. 

As to the effect oi total prostratSoo oc tbt Av-riera- 

■aace a: 

physical or potential energ\', we may mer-iic'Ci the Lacia-.nr ^ 
:2ise erf" a stalwart soldier of the gallant 323d ca 
the melancholy retreat from ChinhuL iLuckryyiri. 
Birho was so completely exhausted from the h^^at 
that he could not defend himself nor ocxild he 
narch a single step further. Out of brea£-L his t« •_--> 
nouth parched and full of dust, he stood. Ifke 5*^- >-*:$> 
1 lion, against a tree, and was there literally 
lacked to pieces by half a dozen mutineers. 
Had that noble feUow been attacked bv tuentv 
iuch men, when able to use his musket, a vf:r»' 
arge number of dead would have marked the sfx^t 

' Vii/^ Coleridge's * Sir Alexander Eali.' 
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I where he made his last stand ; but alas ! the li 

' ' heart had but a paralysed arm. and thus a ha 

fell without a struggle. When a strong nauM 
tired and thirsty, a child may attack him i 
impunity. 

Rapidity of If men dash up i.ooo yards in a quarta | 

calls for muth thc time that others take to span that distance, 
pencUiute, they have performed sixteen times the work i!' 
those who go slower. So we must not jud;- 
entirely by the distance, but by the rapidity of lb' 
movement, to know what portion of the ' potential 
Eiimpici. energy' remains unexpended. ' If a man withi 
pound weight in his hand walks up hill six- 
teen feet he performs a certain amount of work 
beyond lifting his body. If he ascend to thirt)- 
two feet, he does twice the work. If to a heigiii 
of forty-eight feet, he does three times the work 
[ Twice the velocity gives a nine-fold elevation 

I Hence rapidity of movement requires an n. 

I mense muscular expenditure. Admitting thu 

I how very important it is that men should ! 

[ ^ brought up ' fresh ' to the point where the end 

[ {to give the ' momentum ' for the charge), is rc- 

I quired to the fullest degree ! 

It is desirable DuHng an advance it is often desirable to keep 
during an up a well-directed fire. This adds particularly 

advance- 

' The ' Constilution of the Universe,' in \h^ Fmlnighlty Ri- 
vita', Dec. 1865. 
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to the confidence of the young soldiers, and gives 

than less opportunity to mark the casualties that 

ticcur amongst their comrades. It keeps them 

cccupied, and prevents their minds from being 

affected by staring round and witnessing the 

hcHTible effect of a round shot or a shell in the 

ranks. It seems pretty certain that Napoleon shakimrthe 

^ned piany victories by realizing the advantage of ^S^i!" 

ilways * shaking the enemy ' with a crushing fire of 

utillery. Thus we constantly read that he directed 

I large number of guns to concentrate their whole 

ixe on certain points or positions. He knew the 

^ue of artillery in 1 795, when only a very young 

nan attached to that branch of the service. 

:;eneral Barras made him his second in command, 

ind it was Napoleon who ordered up the fifty 

)ieces of artillery from Sablons. * The line of de- Napoleon 

ence extended from the Pont Neuf, along the ?niLre!:tron in 

juays of the river, to the Pont Louis XVI. ; the bywuiiery? 

Place-du-Carrousel and the Louvre were filled 

vith cannon, and the entrances of all the streets 

vhich open into the Rue St.-Honor^ were strongly 

guarded. Above 30,000 men, under Generals 

Daunican and Duhoue, surrounded the little army 

)f 6,000, who, with this powerful artillery, defended 

he seat of the legislature. Bonaparte allowed 

hem to advance within twenty yards of his 

)atteries, and then opened his fire. The insur- 
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gents Stood three discharges without flinching, but 
ultimately retreated in disorder.' ^ 

' Such was the result of the Last InsurrectioD 
of the people in the French Revolution- The 
insurgents, on this occasion, were not the rabUc 
or the assassins who had long stained its history 
with blood ; they were the flower of the citizens 
of Paris, comprising all that the Revolution had 
left that was generous, or elevated, or noble in 
the capital. 

*They were overthrown not by the superior 
numbers or courage of their adversaries, but by 
the terrible effect of t/ieir artillery ; by the power 
of military discipline, and the genius of the youth- 
ful conqueror, before whom all the armies of Europe 
were destined to fall.' ^ 

Importance of Artillery well used must tell, and infantr)', in 

these days, should not be exposed to unnecessary 
loss. Guns, therefore, should cover all advances ; 
and if a point is to be forced, that spot or portion 
of the enemy's position should be first assailed by 
fire. It is a mistake to keep artillery too much in 
reserve. It should be used. All soldiers mark the 
effects of round shot and shell far more than that 
of musketry fire. The splendid practice of our 

The Battle of artillery at Goozerat (Punjab), awed the Seiks, 

though they themselves worked their guns right 

* Alison, vol. iii. pp. 241, 242. ^ J bid. p. 242. 
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^relL But one battery of the ' Company s ' Euro- 
pean Horse Artillery dashed up to 'grape dis- 
ance ' of a Seik 1 8-pounder battery and silenced 
t The rapidity of fire of the field-guns drove 
lie Seik artillerymen away. 
The day is not distant when artillery must be o«r irtinary 

iho«ild be far 

Ised enormously ; in numbers far greater even more duidct- 
wxi the Germans possessed in the late war. Well 
irill it be for the nation that is fully and duly 
Wepared. 
' The military art, like every other branch of The Miliary 

Art is pro- 

inowledge, is progressive. The achievements of g«rwTc. 
•ne age illuminate that which succeeds it, and 
lediocrity can, in the end, judge of what genius 
nly could at first conceive. A school -boy now 
an solve a problem to which the minds of Thales 
nd Archimedes alone were adequate in the com- 
lencement of geometry.' ^ 
The Prussians knew that the military art is The pruwian* 

knew that and 

rogressive, and acted like men with sound com- acted in grxxi 

time. 

ion sense. They paid every attention to their 
rtillery when the other Powers of Europe were 
linking entirely of the rapid-firing rifle. It is Rapid-firing 

* o ^^^^ began to 

wonderful that the other Powers took no notice of ^ adopiwi 

after Sadmva, 

le * needle gun ' (or of that style of weapon) till 
le astounding defeat of the Austrians at Sadowa. 

' Alison, vol. V. p. 49. 
E 
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Our rifle is 
good. 



Future battles 
will be de- 
cided by 
artillery. 



The Seiks 
made us use 
the eij^hteen- 
pounder as a 
field -gun 



Kaiiije too of 
jfuns so im- 
mense. 



Nevertheless the Author drew attention to tke 
value of that kind of weapon after the Danii 
war, in which it was quite evident that the Pnfr 
sian firing was so immensely superior that tbe 
Danes could not stand it. In fact the latter 
seemed to have been driven clean away from thdr 
defences. 

There is no doubt that we -have now a 6r 
better weapon than the * needlegun.' The Henry 
Martini is doubtless as near perfection as can be, 
so far as we at present know. But future wars 
will be mostly decided by artillery, and our army 
being small, we should possess the larger amount 
of guns. Instead of taking so many fine men 
for the Cavalry branch, we ought to utilise 
those powerful men by drafting them into the 
Artillery. It was the Seiks who taught us to 
bring the old i8-pounder into use as a field-gun; 
before that we used 9- and i .2-pounders. Some 
of the Seik guns threw very heavy shot, and one 
immense piece required a whole regiment to be 
turned out to charge it. The range, too, of 
artillery is now very great, and unless we shaki 
a position thoroughly in the first instance- 
overcoming the enemy's guns by the superiority oi 
our own artillery fire, — we shall find the loss wil 
be prodigious if we attempt to take strong posi 
tions by a charge with the bayonet Many an 



GUARDS AND HIGHLANDERS AT ALMA 



5' 



nces in history of fine regiments wavering 
I compelled to charge unshaken men, in 
t positions. General Laval's Division of the 

I at Barossa was first checked by the left Uv»j'*Di*i- 
br the British advancing and firing. After Buomi. 

ne a brilliant charge of three companies of 
Ruards. and the 87th. The whole wing sup- 
, and the affair was thus decisively ended, 
we see that the jaded men were the 
they were checked by the left wing, 
■esh men of the Guards and 87th then 
. the scale. This proves how much can 

by the * moral effect ' of fresh men ■ 
bly brought up. Here a division of the 
army (which required a wing of the 
'ritish army to check it) is hurled back when a 
:w new men arrive. The Guards and High- TbcGunnis 
jiders at the battle of Alma advanced in a u^cis m the 
lagnificent line towards the ' redoubt,' and it was Aim«. 
Dt till the critical time that they were permitted 
> charge the foe. We are aware tliat no orders 
ere given to fire till they neared the said re- 
Dubt, but doubtless there was good reason for 
ich a precaution. As the Russians were in a 
Tong position, it might have been considered 
nprudent to meet muzzle to muzzle with un- 
laded muskets, or what is more likely, there was 
a firing becauseour men were creeping up through 
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the ' thickets ■ and across 'gulleys.' Under n 
circumstances (unless strict silence is requi 
as in a night attack, or when creeping up tJ 
position under cover of trees or brushTC-ood)! 
seems very advantageous to fire when advandj 
I Advaniages of GO the enemy. If the advance is steady, and I 
Tance nceom- fire Well directed, that of the enemy will gradiu 

pojiied by 

accurate fire, become Unsteady and consequently less 

They are but men, and each casualty will haveJ 

effect with them even as your own men i 

H.TMen the anxious when their comrades are falling fast 

jaded loe. advise a commander to hurry his attack on a 

enemy that has marched far, or is wearied by a j 
struggle. If on the other hand his men ar 
fresh, try to induce him to attack you ; considc;. 
in fact, that every yard you can make him r 
to meet you is so much in your favour, because 
' movement has to be done by an expenditi 
of the potential energy. 

' The long and fearful excitement of battle c 
relaxed, leaves the toil-worn frame nerveless fl 
exhausted, and the mind itself destitute of J 
energy requisite for any renewal of 
exertion. A bold onset made by a few i 
men on troops who have maintained 
successfully a hard day's combat, is almost ! 
to turn the scale in favour of the new assailants 
' ' Life of WalJenslein," by LieuL-Col. Mitchell, p. 259. 



Ueutennnl- 
Colonel 
Wilchell on 
Jaded soldlera. 
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TACTICS ADOPTED BV WELLINGTON 



iapoleon's tactics were ' accumulating forces in Napoieou'i 
ntrai pointy striking with the whole mass the 
Lched wings of the enemy, separating them 
:h other, and compensating, by rapidity of 
it, for inferiority of numbers. Most of 
iphs were achieved by the steady and 
ipplication of this principle.' ' 

limilar system was afterwards pursued A<i..pioi by 
» the greatest success by Wellington, in ronugS. 
ibating the superior forces of Soult and Mar- 
it upon the frontiers of Portugal, and by 
joleon himself around the walls of Dresden in 
3, and in tlie plains of Champagne in the 
•following. At Montenotte Napoleon broke ^"^j^""*'" 

the centre of the Austro-Sardinian army yj["j!^' 
en it was executing a difficult manoeuvre), S[I|J''y^n^" 
irated the Piedmontese from the Imperialists, 
imulated an overwhelming force against the 1 
;r at Dego, and routed the former when 
iched from their allies, at Mondovi.' ' 
. commander must calculate the time that Commnndcr w 

cnlculnte lime, 

IS will take to reach their destination, and ='»^- 
re all he must consider the exact state the 
I will be in on arriving. Everjlhing is in Kv^ryihing in 
5ur of the British commander : his men in {J^','';;^^^"^,'"'' 
two deep will face any foe ; they care little for j""^' "",^"„| 
mor numbers; they will do anything that J^^^^"^'"' 
Alison, vol. iii- p. 312. * iUd. 
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The Driiish a 

Saurorcn, 

Pyrenees. 



Lo's of the 
enemy aad of 
the British id 
the Peniniula. 



human beings can accomplish, but they mustl 
be taxed beyond the limits of their power 
endurance. History and actual experience 
us to think that a brigade of three regira 
if attacked by a large force that had maj 
far, might charge in compact order and rout 
superior force with ease. 

At Sauroren (Pyrenees) three companii 
the British were quite sufficient to bear da 
whole brigade of tired and jaded Frenchmen 
had assaulted no less than four times. 

' An attacking army during its advance 
naturally, lose many more men and be re 
to much more confusion than the one that 9 
firm ; if, therefore, the latter advances U 
charge at ^^ proper moment (when the othi 
arrived at a slwrf distance from them) an4 
tinues it with determination, the event mu 
certain.' ' 

In 1828-29, out of 200,000 Russians 
13,000 were effective when the Treaty of Ai 
ople was signed ; and not one-tenth of 
immense army ever returned to Russia. 
Peninsula, 200,000 of the enemy were 
killed, wounded, or captured, against a lo 
40,000 to the British. The Russians 
generally the attackers ; the British, moo 
' Sir John Burgoyne, 
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>*pacntly, on the defensive, and assaulted by 
^perior numbers. These two cases prove the 
"^*Cuth of Sir John Burgoyne's remarks. Men who 

jaded cannot fight long ; all is then a mere jaded soldiers 

r . . 1 • r r 1 cannot firfit 

of time, with ten to one in favour of the long. 
^ ^^esh and resolute British soldier. The Guards The Guards at 
-^ Inkerman drove back five times their own 
^number ; but although the Russians brought up 

more men, all their columns were more or less 
£itigued before they reached the Guards. Men 
urged beyond their powers arrive in the presence 
of their enemies in almost a helpless state, and 
out of breath. Napoleon found that rapidity was \ 
all in all to his troops ; but that system broke - • 
down before the British soldier, and the French Rapidity did 

, , 1 '11 1 "^^ ^° against 

dash did not save them in the last war when the British or 

the Germans. 

brought face to face with the sturdy and phleg- 
matic Germans. 

Napoleon said, * The great point is to endeavour Napoleon 
to oblige the enemy to employ all his forces to make an 
whilst we husband our own, and to induce him to up his re- 

serves. 

attack our flanks before he perceives his mistake, 
for the difficulty is to force him to bring forward his 
reserve.' Now Napoleon trusted much to his re- Napoleon's 
serve, which in reality only means fresh men for a °^ ^serves. 
crisis. He always had plenty of troops for this pur- 
pose, and his object was to keep his foe well occu- 
pied, till he made the sudden onset with fresh 
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troops. But at Waterloo he found the British vAm 
Wellington waiting to receive him. Then, ashtj 
could not induce the Duke to attack his flanks, fe 
made an onset on one Bank, and thenontheolha,j 
and finally dashed at the centre, but all was il 
vain. 

Colonel Hamley says that Napoleon had ' 
strong reserve composed of chosen troops of a 
arms, notably of the famous Imperial Guard, 
kept under the Emperor's hand for the decisid 
moment of the engagement.' We quite : 
with the same author that Reserves should 1 
ahvays be kept till the last We understand I 
the object of a Reserve is not only to keep a port 
of the troops fresh and ready for a final blow, \ 
they should often be used to relieve those in t 
fight. Napoleon always keenly watched 
arrival of Reserves, as that indicates that I 
whole are expending potential energy. We Iq 
upon the power of the soldier to use his weap( 
as the most important point to remember | 
■■ battle. ' Victory depends less upon numbers t 
the concentrated quantity of force thrown against 
a weak point, by which^the smaller army out- 
numbers the larger at i/iai point.'' Napolet 
J814, with only 40,000 men made head ; 
Marshal Blucher and Prince Schwartzenberg 1 
' Sir C. Napier at Meeanee. 
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^pnies amounting to 350,000 men. At the battle 
^B Montmirail 16,000 French drove the divisions 
^HSacken Yorck and Kleist (numbering 40,000 
^Bben) across the Marne. Marmont's division of 
^Hooo held Marshal Bluchers 20,000 in check ; 
^■fid Prince Schwartzenberg's 100,000 were kept 
^Bl check by the divisions under Macdonald, 
^Dadinot, and Gerard, numbering less than 18,000 ^ 

^■en. These facts prove that it is the quality, - "^ 
^■pre than the quantity of troops, that is most im- 
^BirtanL The main point is to strike hard when ', 
^■ni do strike, and above all to strike at the proper 
Kme. It matters little which part of the army itni«ic» 

^E_ It ,- 1 I ... . , tiiilc whai pirt 

■cCualiy nghts ; the mam pomt is to get fresh men oiihearnir 

^B the front, and to let those who are relieved 

^BBt at once. Even ten minutes' rest will benefit AtiamA not 

^^L, -III* .be tired tH tfai 

^Bn who are tired ; but what is very important is sameWme. 
^Ht to have all tired at the same time. The 
HHtcitement of victorious troops will carry the men 
over long distances ; fear often adds to the feeling 
of fatigue experienced by a defeated army. But Dcsprraiion 
desperation temporarily banishes fear. ' In the """ " "'' 
retreat from Moscow, for example, when no enemy Rctrcit from 
was near, the soldiers became depressed in u^^k."" 
courage and enfeebled in body, and nearly sank 
to the earth through exhaustion and cold ; but 
no sooner did the report of the Russian guns 
jOund in their ears, or the gleam of hostile 
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Caution 
inculcated. 



Straggling 

pursuit 

dangerous. 



The Guards 
Talavera. 



at 



Sir John 
Moore at 
Aboukir. 



bayonets flash in their eyes, than new life seemed 
to pervade them, and they wielded powerfully the 
arms which, a few minutes before, they could 
hardly drag along the ground. No sooner, 
however, were the enemy repulsed, and the 
nervous stimulus which animated their muscles 
withdrawn, than the feebleness returned/ ^ 

This ought to teach a commander caution in 
the pursuit of any retreating foe. All history 
teems with instances of victorious troops bring 
vanquished because men allowed to pursue in hot 
haste have become a rabble of individuals, with- 
out any compactness, solidity, or discipline, court- 
ing only defeat. 

At Talavera, the * Guards with inconsiderate 
ardour/ ^ pursued the French (under Lapisse), 
who had ' yielded in disorder,' ^ when up came 
the French supports and the * beaten troops 
turned.*^ Here was a critical moment; but a 
defeat was prevented by Wellington, who saw the 
* rash charge ' ^ of the Guards, and had ordered up 
the 48th Regiment to their support. The Guards 
then rallied in rear of the 48th. * This made the 
British strongest at the decisive point '^ At 
Aboukir, Sir John Moore wqs more prudent, be- 

' Andrew Combe, * Mental Stimulus necessary to Exer- 
cise.* 

'^ Sir W. Napier. 
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cause, after he had driven off the enemy with the 
251x1, 28th, and four companies of the 40th 
Regiment, he held in his men to get their breath, 
and then, pushing forward as far as he considered 
wise, halted to see what was being done on 
his left. A pursuit should be conducted with Apanaitto 

- , - _ be conducted 

as much care as an advance, because a clever foe with care like 

an advance. 

may be only retreating to gain an advantage. 
He must be followed, therefore, with caution. 
Now a rash officer, on horseback, may be im- 
pressed with the idea that a position can be taken 
at a rush. He shouts to his men, they dash after 
him, and get out of breath. The enemy now 
meets these men with a charge, and these jaded 
soldiers are positively at the mercy of the foe 
they rashly advanced upon. Is it any addition to Foriom hopes. 
the glory of our nation to know that hundreds 
of noble fellows have been sacrificed thus for 
an idea ? When we have the option of first 
shaking an enemy, shall we not do so, instead 
of making all attacks like a ' forlorn hope ' ? 
Are we to make war a still greater * science of 
chance,' by pertinaciously rushing iato dangers 
that can be avoided ? Are we, in short, to try and 
see how far we can test the pluck of our soldiers, 
simply because they have so often, in calamitous 
circumstances, been preserved by the interposition 
of Providence, and by their own indomitable rcso- 
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lution ? The world only sees what is immedial 
« Green-room ' brought before the eye of the public. There 

scenes in Life's , • , • 

Drama. many * green-room scenes m this portion 

* Life's Drama ' that the public, generally, are 
the least aware of We ourselves know that 
brilliant helmets of the knights are not of p 
gold ! Men who are behind the scenes see 
what rough materials many gorgeous displays 
made up. 
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CHAPTER III. 

Generalshii>— Latitude given to Commanders — Over-caution con- 
trasted with too great Contempt for an Enemy — A Rash 
Conmiander — Danger of Pressing Men or Horses — Work the 
Enemy's Troops and save your own — When ' Dash ' is danger- 
ous, and when it need not be feared — History should be read 
with Judgment — Lord Dundonald's Inventive Power. 

If a general has had the power to annihilate an Agenendwho 
enemy, yet allows him to escape and so reinforce enemy to 
our enemies in the field, what shall we think of his annihUatioiu 
generalship ? ' By a bold front Goddart marched coddart's 
across the continent of India, and carried every- "^ 
thing before him. Manson — by distrusting his Manson's 
troops, by retreating when he ought to have ad- 
vanced—drew Holkar after him, and lost his army. 
A few hours' stand on a single march would have 
saved Baillie. A three-mile movement would have 
saved Elphinstone, even after months of insane 
delusion.' ^ 

We are told that at Barossa, * The contemptible La Pena'i 
feebleness of La Pena furnished a surprising con- Barossa : 
trast to the heroic vigour of Graham, whose attack vigour and 

wisdom. 
^ Sir Henry Lawrence, 
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was an inspiration, rather than a resolution— so 
wise, so sudden, so swift, so conclusive was the 
execution.' ^ 
Too much True it is that * Too much prudence may 

prudence is ^ ^ • • > j 

timidity. degenerate into cowardice or stupidity, and we 

cannot call that * caution ' which ends in disgrace. ■ 

Macauia/s Macaulay said, * The pendulum swung furiously 
to the left, because it had been drawn too far to 
the right;' and he spoke of the human mind 
collectively. Thus a commander who has too 
much caution allows his judgment to be led astray. 

Calm medium. That calm medium in weighing a subject is what 
we require, and by 'weighing* we do not mean 

Celerity that a man is not to act with celerity — it is the 

very essence of a well-ordered mind that it is 
capable of arriving at yW/ conclusions with the 
rapidity of thought. Ever ready to take instant 
advantage of every favourable opportunity, the 

What Pericles general should bear in mind what Pericles said, 

said. • T • r 

VIZ., * It is from the greatest hazards that the 

greatest honours are gained by State and in- 

Howdiffi- dividual.' Difficulties will arise, but they must 

culties must be 

met. be met ; and every difficulty becomes the less in 

proportion to the resolution that is brought into 
operation to meet or oppose it. We never can 
say that a thing is utterly impossible at a certain 
time, so long as such has been ever done at any 

* Napier. 
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^^jt^nvioHS time It is the knowledge of history and what gives 
^ man that gives a general confidence We 
should judge by former examples before we act 
«ie way or the other. There are generally some points in 
£ivourable as well as unfavourable points; we bewcigh«L^ 
must balance them quickly — constantly bearing 
m mind the fact, that * there are times to respect 
and fear impediments, and times to set them at 
defiance/ Of all professions there is none which Latitude giYcn 
grants a greater latitude than the soldiers. In mandcrs. 
every other the man of gigantic mind is re- 
stricted. Take the classical professor, for in- Example of 

. I • . the classic. 

Stance ; can he lay down any meanmg contrary 
to what is in the approved Lexicon ? Now 
the commander of ability can make his own 
dictionary — he fights according to his own plan, 
and he translates by giving his own interpretation 
of his ofificial acts. No one can dispute the 
rendering, as absent parties are no authorities, 
and eye-witnesses of intelligence have a * gag ' put 
upon them. History points to many a man whose History tciis 
name deserved to be mentioned in the room of secrets i 
others who reaped all the honours at the time. 
This grows often into despotism, and we are 
liable to lose thereby the services of able men, 
simply because we are disinclined to deprive the 
unworthy of that which they obtained by surrep- 
titious means. But the impartial historian has no The historian 



r 



bands us facts 
across the 



r 



64 vrCTORlES AND DEFEATS 

fear ; he furnishes us with glaring facts, an j 
or so after the occurrence, till we wonder at t 
blindness, stupidity, or injustice of our ancestors.! 
To submit when you are conquered is hard toi 
brave man, but military discipline and duty oft( 
oblige a man to succumb when he 
superior. Obedience is indispensable, and ever 
honest and loyal soldier accepts the principl 
Whatever may be his disappointments /tere, I 
may rest assured that there is a register kept 4 
his acts of fidelity and duty in the hands of i 
Impartial Recorder. That record is in safe k« 
ing, and he will assuredly obtain his full rewai 
' These thoughts will support a mind which c 
exists for honour, under the burthen of tempi 
reproach.'' But whilst the historian is enj 
in the difficult task of searching out the 1 
of commanders, he is obliged to bring to 
notice that some men were over-cautious, 
others were too prone to despise their enemifl 
In a commander no error can be more dangert 
than the latter. Over-caution may stamp a genel 
as no hero, but it is not so likely to cause dis- 
aster as under-estimation. A commander should 
always be prepared for a resolute 
on the part of his enemy, and act accordJnj 
Such a man will not be disappointed 
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> with a really stubborn foe ; but that com- 
r will who is so presumptuous as to imagine 
I the soldiers of every nation in the world will 
at the first view of John Bull's bayonet. ' As 
f as wars are carried on by men of mere earthy 
ud, influenced by human feelings and passions, 
bng must a knowledge of human character 
I the first requisite for an officer.' Eugene's 
xess in war was owing to a ' just appreciation of 
his adversaries, to a skilful seizure of the proper 
time for striking with effect, and to a careful cal- 
culation of his 07i'?i means, compared with the 
obstacles he had to overcome.' ' 

Marlborough, at the battle of Blenheim (1704), 
watching the impression made on the French 
infantry, whose fire ' seemed to slacken,' * instantly 
charged with 8,ooo horsemen at Tallard's cavalry 
10.000 strong. Here 'nerve" came into opera- 
tion ; ' the hearts of the Frenchmen failed them 
i.ui they wheeled round and spurred from the 
Id.' This was an instance of 'calculation of 
ills own means compared with the obstacles he 
had to overcome.' 

• Experience in every age has demonstrated 
that after the protracted excitement of a great 
batt le the bravest soldiers become unstrung, and 

! General Mitchell, ' Biograjiliits of Eminent SsoUiers.' 
) E. S. Creasy, vol. ii. p. 19:. 
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at such a moment the attack of a few fresh 
often produces the most extraordinary resulB. 
It is MiV which so often has chained success ta 
the effort of a reserve in the close of an obsU' 
nately disputed day ; which made Kellerman'* 
charge at Marengo snatch victory from the grasp 
of the triumphant Austrians ; and the onset ol 
Sir Hussey Vivian's brigade on the flank of the 
' Old Guard ' at Waterloo overthrow at once 
the military fabric of the French Empire.'' 
Rash commanders forget that the British amy 
has always fouglit well when properiy led, ani 
badly when under incapable or imprudent officers. 
The British soldier has the utmost contidencetoa 
brave and sensible general, and will accomplish loi 
such a commander anything within the pow 
What all rash of mortals ; but if a rash general leads men D 

cotnmnnders 

:ofoti;ei. to attack with a whoop and a holloo like a pad 
of hounds, he will bring disgrace on his army 
Such a course will ruin any soldiers in the world 
Such conduct leads to want of confidence, th( 
invariable prelude to defeat. The noble Britid 
soldier obeys implicitly, but he has a right tO 
expect all reasonable precautions, on the part 
of his leader. Suppose your men have beeffl 
brought up at ' the double,' from a great dis- 
tance, what good has their hurrah done ? There 
' Alison, vol. viii. pp. 170, 171. 
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Stands the enemy! He has not bolted — it is too 
late to wonder why. You pour in a volley, and 
cliarge. Now comes the 'tug of war,* and in the 
hand-to-hand combat a puffing alderman has a Thertoui 
poor chance with an active youth who is punching ""e »c(i»e 
him in the ribs. He may assume an angry look, ""?'«- 
but he wants the agility to chase the scamp. At 
the siege of Damascus, In a.d. 633, Kaled, the siege of 

... ,, , , Donmciw, 

Saracen, gave his soldiers excellent advice when a.d. 633. 
he said, ' Look to it, for your enemies are two to 
one, and there is no breaking them but by out- 
winding them ; hold on till evening.' His men 
did as directed, but when they did charge, the 
Christians lost so many soldiers that their com- 
mander (Werdun) adopted a stratagem with the 
hope of gaining a victory. He utterly failed, how- 
ever, and lost his own life by falling into the very 
ambuscade he had prepared for the wily Saracen. 
No less than 50,000 Christians fell in the pursuit. -ooooChria 
The cavalry charge at Talavera was unsuccessful, Ii""pu^I,Ti. '" 
because the men had to ride over ground totally 
unsuited for cavalry movements. After having 
penetrated a solid column of the enemy, they lost 
all compactness, and had to retire. At the battle Auentstt. 
of AuerstJitt, Prince William dashed at ' Morand's 
infantry with no effect ; the foot stood like a rock, 
and poured in, upon the horse, such repeated 
volleys as emptied many saddles.' This charge cause of 
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was made too soon; the foot were not shaken, 
but remained still in perfect order, full of stubborn 
determination. 

At the battle of Hohenlinden, it was otherwise. 
When Moreau saw the enemy's confusion, he said 
to Ney, * C'est le moment de charger,' and it was 
done accordingly, in gallant style. Near the town 
of Neusiedel, (Wagram, 1 809), the Austrian cavalry 
attacked Arighi's and Grouchy's cuirassiers, but 
were routed. Up came Hohenzollems cuiras- 
siers and forced Grouchy back. Montburn * then 
charged the victorious Austrians, when blown by 
their rapid advance, with decisive effect.*^ 

At the battle of Chillianwalla (Punjib cam- 
paign), in the centre brigade (Pennicuik's) one 
British regiment lost thirteen officers and 500 
men killed and wounded out of 1,100 mea 
This was occasioned by a too rapid advance upon 
a strong battery, and by meeting the enemys 
infantry unshaken in the first instance by our 
artillery. At the battle of Leipsic, 18 13, Keller- 
man, at the head of 6,000 horse, galloped over the 
field with furious impetuosity. Even three regi- 
ments of Prussian cuirassiers, who tried to arrest 
his progress, were * overwhelmed and driven 
back.' At that critical moment six regiments 
of Austrian cuirassiers bore down upon the 



* Alison, vol. viii. p. 166. 
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iFrench, now somewhat disordered in the rapid 
pursuit of the Prussian cavalry, and drove them 
lack in great disorder. After that, Murat charged 
at the head of 4,000 cuirassiers upon the flank 
of the allies. He routed ten light squadrons 
of the Russian Guard and captured no less than 
twenty-six guns. But at that critical moment 
Alexander ordered up the Red Cossacks of the 
Guard and the heavy cavalry of Barclay to charge 
the enemy's flank. These chosen cavaliers, from 
the banks of the Don, came with a terrific crash 
on the flank of the French cuirassiers, routed 
them and retook twenty-four guns. Alison tells 
us that this occurred * when the horses of the 
French cuirassiers were blown by their previous 
efforts.' 

Here we have several instances of the danger 
of pressing either men or horses. Every officer 
will do well to stamp such historical facts in his 
memory, and ever to bear in mind what Napo- 
leon said : * To ensure victories we must think 
only of defeats ; ' and ag^in : * Victory will be on 
that side which can produce the last reserve,*^ 
Le. the freshest troops at the critical time. In all 
battles it is important to remember also Napo- 
leon's advice, — to work the enemy's troops, and 
save your own. 

^ Macdougall. 
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At the battle of Valmy, 1 792, when the Prusaaa 
advanced the French artillerymen gave trim 
but Kellerman called out, ' Let the enemy dos 
up, and then charge with the bayonet"' Tl( 
French shouted, ' Vive la nation !' and the Prt 
sians became irresolute. The King of Prussia U 
his men on again and again, but they were a 
driven back, and at night the French were vicl 
on the heights of Valmy. Here the French s 
at first, and awaited the attacks. The Prussia 
having had harder work, became exhausted, ; 
were finally forced to retire. A similar case wasd 
of the Bceotians at Syracuse, who hurled back q 
Athenians by their steady advance at the [ 
moment The Huns under Attila attacked t 
Roman line {which was standing on 
ground '), and were repulsed. The British ! 
generally out-numbered, and then only will oti 
troops attack ours. Ever bear in mind tliati 
attack upon you simply means expenditure 1 
physical energy, so that the balance of fighti 
power of the attackers may almost be madd 
matter of calculation. Every mile marched by yd 
enemy, and every hour he has been at wa 
I should be carefully counted and considered. 
Leipsic the jaded squadrons of Kellerman'al 
cavalry might have been beaten by a far less 
' E, S. Creasy, vol. ii p 295. 
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Bimber of the Austrian cuirassiers ; because, 

> one is more helpless than a trooper on a tired 

if attacked by another horseman freshly 

ounted— and wliat holds for one is true for the 

:Je 6,000. 
I At Austerlitz, 1805, 2.000 Russian cuirassiers, ' 
i by Constantine in person, dashed at the flank 
[ the divisions of Vandamme (of Souk's corps), 
actiially trampled three battalions of the 
aich under foot Napoleon seeing this, or- 
, the cavalry of the Guard to ' arrest tliis 
rible body of horse. The Russians had hardly 
ne to reform their squadrons (after their glorious 
iccess) when this fierce enemy was upon them. 
hey were broken and driven back over the dead 
dies of the square they had destroyed, and lost 
artiller)'. Rallying, however, in a few 1 
pinutes with admirable discipline upon being c 
Enforced by the superb regiment of Chevalier 
Guards, they returned to tlie charge. Both Im- 
perial Guards met in full career ; the sliock was 
terrible, and the most desperate cavalry action 
that had taken place during the war ensued and 
lasted five minutes, and the French horse were 
driven back ; but as the Russian Chevalier Guards 
were pursuing with loud shouts and in some dis- 
order, they were in their turn assailed in flank 
■ the Grenadiers-a-chcval, under Bessi^res in 
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person. This powerful reserve, composed of ll 
flower of the Guards, mounted on superb hors 
immediately engaged in a desperate contest v 
Constantine's Chevalier Guards. They 
with invincible firmness, but at length the sterna 
stinacy of the Russians yielded to the enlhusiaf 
valour of the French.' ^ 

This glorious battle, described in such tellli 
language by Alison, is one that should 
be forgotten by soldiers. Horses even pres 
too far must succumb ; ho%v then can it be c 
wise with man, even in the best state of traininj 
Bowing respectfully to the opinion of Ali 
as to the * enthusiastic valour of the French," 
think the defeat of the Russian Chevalier Gua] 
is to be attributed simply to their having JM 
before ■ pursued with loud shouts ; ' and the ) 
rival of the Grenadiers-a-cheval (a body of f 
horses and men) enabled the French to fight * 
every advantage on their side, in addition to t 
own prestige as the ' flower of the Guards.' 

A very remarkable instance of the fightid 
power left in exhausted men is given in 
account of the battle of El-Boden, Septembers 
i8i I. The French cavalry made a raid and c 
tured two six-pounder guns, when Major Rid 
of the 5th Regiment brought his men to 
' Alison, vol. vi, p\i. 129, 130. 
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• chaise,' and actually attacking the French cavalry 
with 'fixed bayonets/ retook the guns. This 
gallant officer, after making the recaptured guns 
over to the artillery, calmly resumed his place 
in the line. This was the critical moment — 
he feared no retaliation, for the French were tired. 
Their first dash at the guns had * winded * their 
horses, and they were unable to get up the 
momentum sufficient to enable them to charge 
steady infantry. Again, at Fuentes-d'Onore, on Fuentes. 
May 5, 181 1, the French cavalry had surrounded British * 

r^ ' Tk t r 1 -11 artillery charge 

Captam Ramsay s troop ot horse artillery. French 

cavalry. 

Something, as proved by the result, had * taken 
it out ' of the French horses ; either the distance 
they had travelled, or the great speed required to 
be able to surround horse artillery. Every one 
thought that the whole troop had been taken 
prisoners, but, to the astonishment of the be- 
holders, the noble Ramsay * burst forth at the Ramsay's 

, , ^ noble troops 

head of his battery, his horses breathing fire, and escape. 
stretching like greyhounds along the plain — his 
gruns bounding like things of no weight, and the 
mounted gunners, in close and compact order, 
covering the rear.' The French horses were, 
doubdess, winded, so the cavalry did not pursue. 

These two remarkable incidents, which occurred 
at El-Boden and Fuentes-d*Onore respectively, 
surely prove that British officers know when 
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'dash' is dangerous, and when it need not I; 
feared? Why are horses 'weighted 'at races 
Is it not to make one carry a certain load t 
than the other, so that the extra pounds may mak 
them nearly equal — i,e. by demanding exd 
potential exertion from the 'weighted' animal 
Napoleon said, ' The Frenchman does not like 1 
be attacked.' He had to ' get up the steam'- 
the ' nerve ' that gives the impetus to the musde 
At the battle of Alma, the French under Bosqui 
were somewhat exhausted by their rapid movt 
ment up the steep to gain the plateau. We ( 
safely infer this from the fact that when they joinc 
Canrobert's force, near a ' tower,' and there i 
the Russian infantry, they were driven back agai 
and again ; nor was the position carried till s]ie( 
persistence made the French victorious. Til 
Russians, being fresh at starting, speedily 
pulsed the French. Doubtless the French mat 
their first rushes with their characteristic 
petuosity, yet they failed as they were pai 
jaded, and were attacking a stubborn foe awaitii 
the onset. The French, however, possessed ( 
durance, in this instance, to a greater degree thi 
die Russians, and so were successful. Sedi 
that the Russians repulsed the first determin< 
ofdwh. onslaughts of the French, they were wanting in da 
at the critical moment, or they would have drive 
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^K French further back while it was feasible. If 
^B Russians could repulse the first attacks, they 
^^Ud also have followed the French up sharply, 
^^■ereas they waited for successive charges, and 
^H)wed the enemy to retire to gain breath and 
^^■ewed energy. Here was a palpable want of Wan 
^Hrk,' or dash. It was on this occasion exacdy menu 
^Bit had been over and over again, when the 
^Hssians were opposed to Schamyl the Circassian. 
^Hey rested on their oars the moment they were Supincnow or 

^^H^ a|iathy of the 

^■toHous, quite forgetful that a repulsed enemy Kussians. 
^Hierally retires to rally and re-form, meaning, 
^^ni fresh breath, strength, and compactness, to 
^Hum again with redoubled vehemence to the 
^Hault. Just as any mortal who has failed in when a per^ 

^^^K^ son fnils. what 

^^vthing, will, if he again attempts it, pront by hcgmeniyy 
^B experience of the hrst failure in his second 
^B)rt to accomplish his ends or desires, and will 
^^kg more ■ nerve ' and resolution to the task. 
^^At Mars-la-Tour tlie Prussians with 37,000 Bmieof 

Msn-ln-Toui 

resisted 80,000 or 90.000 French: and why did ^- 

not the latter succeed ? Because the French being 
' met with composure eventually succumbed.'^ The 
fact is that the Prussians not only were 'composed,' ThcfiKofihe 
but, on this occasion as well as during the whole reserved. 
war, reserved their fire till the French came up 
to 200, or at the utmost 300, yards. A hall of 
* Berlin Correspondent oflhe 'Times,' August 30, 1870. 
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bullets all from well-aimed rifles at those short 
distances, cannot fail to have a tremendous and 
crushing effect on the bravest soldiers in the 
world, whoever they may be. How different 
were the Prussians in the days of Napoleon ! In 
Noneediegun those days they had not the needlegun, and 
Napoleon!^ ° charges with the bayonet enabled the Frendi ^ 

to do wonders ; now such rushes are out of date. 
German army As regards the Prussians in olden days, * The 

in Napoleon's , - r i i 11 

djty. whole army, from the general to the lowest 

drummer-boy, were alike ignorant of the terrible 
vehemence and rapidity which Napoleon had in- 
troduced into modern war, by the union of con- 
summate skill at head-quarters with enormous 
masses, and a vast application of physical force, 
combining the talent of Caesar or Turenne with the 
fierceness of the sweep of Scythian warfare. 
Applying then to the present the experience of 
the past age (the usual error of second-rate men), 
they calculated their measures upon the supposition 
of a war of manoeuvres, when one of annihilation 
awaited them, and advanced as against the columns 
of Daun or Laudohn, when they were in the 
presence of Napoleon and 150,000 effective men.'^ 

The grand The French in the last war * applied the experi- 

mistakc of the r i i > • t 

French. cncc oi the past to the present, without any 

abatement or qualification, which Alison terms 

* Alison, vol. vi. p. 254. 
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' the error of second-rate men.' The Prussians 
did die very opposite, and therefore they were 
victorious. The French beat the Austrians at 
Solferino, and continued to believe that they 
were able to try the same ' Scjlhian sweep ' 
against the Prussians, notwithstanding that 
*Sadowa* had been fought and the Austrians 
defeated by the needlegun. Here was the 
grand, but unfortunate mistake that the French 
made. The Prussians were well aware of the p™«»^ 

aware of 

French tactics, and adopted the proper mode of ^^^^ 
repelling such vehement rushes by calmly reserv- 
ing their fire and then crushing the head of all the 
French columns — first by a tremendous storm of The Emperor 

had better have 

shot and shell, • followed by a hail of bullets. Had i««ked to his 

artillery. 

the Emperor added to the number and weight of 
his artillery, and adopted another system of attack, 
the results might have been totally different. 

It is curious to remember here that the cry of Cry of the 

French in 

th& French in the last war was exactly the same 1792 
as in 1792, * Nous sommes trahis.' But then it 
was from quite another cause. And now who can 
say that the Germans are doing quite right in edu- 
cating their army to such a superlative degree } 
In 1792, 'The Prussians conceived the utmost in 1792 the 

Prussians de- 

contempt for their opponents, and called them spised the 
" the army of lawyers." ' ^ The * peril of soldiers 

> Vide Alison, vol. ii. 
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introduced with the happiest results, as, for in- 
stance, at Marathon : ' Instead of advancing at the 
usual slow pace of the phalanx, Miltiades brou^ 
his men on at the run,*^ Nevertheless, the slow 
advance, in a calm and deliberate manner, has a 
wonderful moral effect on troops awaiting the 
onset Men naturally get anxious when they 
observe determination in the very tramp or step 
of the foes coming nearer and nearer. The Life 
of Lord Dundonald gives one a good idea of the 
British character, and proves not only what a 
commander ca7i do, but tells us the description of 
material he has at his disposal That great man 
was full of the * inventive power/ He turned 
ship's carpenter, and worked at mending pumps. 
He attacked the * Gamo ' frigate of thirty-twu 
guns and 319 men with the little 'Speedy' of 
fourteen 4-pounders. Such a man never waited 
for the time to arrive when he should be able to 
act according to precedent or established custom ! 
In this naval engagement he says : ' Knowing 
that the final struggle would be a desperate one, 
and calculating on the superstitious wonder which 
forms an element in the Spanish character, a 
portion of the crew were ordered to blacken their 
faces, and what with this and the excitement 
of combat, more ferocious-looking objects could 



' E. S. Creasy, vol. i. p. 42. 
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^^^^y be imagined. The fellows thus disguised 
^^m directed to ' board ' by the head, and the 
^^K produced was precisely that calculated on. 
^^■greater portion of the Spaniard crew was 
^^Kred to repel boarders in that direction, but 
^^H for a few moments as if transfixed to the 
^^B by the apparition of so many diabolical 
^^Ks emei^ing from the white smoke of the 
^^^ro^ns ; whilst our other men who boarded by 
^^Buraist, rushed on them from behind before 
^^fcould recover from the surprise at the un- 
^^Hcted phenomenon !' Having lost such a 
^^B ship when opposed to the little ' Speedy,' 
^^Bcommander asked Lord Dundonald for a 
^^Hcate that he had done his duty, when he got 
^^Kument stating that ' his conduct was worthy 

» During the 6th Crusade Joannice ordered the During ihe 

** / si.thcn.sade 

Tartar horsemen to provoke the Franks. The ihe French 

'^ mack Ihe 

Barons were aware of the danger and forbad the T»nati mid 

are dtfoIeJ. 

Crusaders to fight, but the French considered ' that 
prudence deprived valour of its lustre,' so Count 
Blois charged the enemy, and pursued for two 
leagues, when the Tartars suddenly rallied, and 
forced back the Crusaders in disorder. 

At the battle of Hastings, 1066, 'The Nor- AitlicbaKic 

of Hai^iingt 

mans by little and litde fled, the English follow- ("owj Duu 



dcfe 
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English. 



I At the battle 



English, and 
_ Taihness. 



ingthem.'' The English thought and crietl o 
' The men of France fled and would never i 
turn ;' but at that moment Duke William rode| 
the English with a thousand horsemen, and brc 
and scattered them. At the battle of Bienhd 
when the Irish in foreign pay drove back 
Hanoverians, under the Prince of Holstein Be( 
'their ardour in pursuit led them too far;''! 
this the critical moment Marlborough swoopl 
down on them with some squadrons of Britj 
cavalry, and ' the Irish reeled back' discomfite 

At Pultawa in 1709, Charles XII. attackec 
the Russians in their fortifications, because ' 
deemed his dignity required that he himsc 
should be the assailant,' ' but whilst his m^ 
raised the shout of victory, the Russians hurl 
them back. 

The French under Count Blois ; the Engll 
at the battle of Hastings, and the Irish at BW 
heim, were all defeated by their rashness, 
' dash ' at the wrong time. The French, considq 
ing that ' prudence deprived valour of its lustr 
committed a rash act ; whilst Charles Xj 
attacked the Russians at Pultawa because 
considered that ' his dignity required it' If t 
French idea of prudence be true, we might i 



' E. S. Creasy, vol. ii. p. 46, 
' Ibid. vol. ii. p. a 1 7. 
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well put our swords to the grindstone every day 

to keep them clean, instead of merely polishing 

tfaem. If we ground our swords every day, there 

soon would be no blade left Now, prudence is the whatpradcace 

* polish ' to our courage or valour ; it tends to add to ample. 

its * lustre/ whilst it does not wear away its metaL 

The example of Charles the XII. has been, un- Theouunpie 

fortunately, acted upon far too often since 1 709, xn. has 



and with that saddest of results — immense loss followed. 
of life. - In batde, to think of one s ' dignity ' in 
that sense, is to despise men. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

The Conservancy of Force or Energy — Heal Convertible into Farce 
^The Replenishment of Vital Heat — Caesar on Rashness — 
Composition of the Roman Armies— Reliefs of Fresh Trooi^ Im- 
portant — Necessity for one Supreme Directing Mind — Instance 
in German Army in laie War — No Parallel in Histoiy to these 
German Successes — Obedience Imperative — The Important Mo- 
ments in Battle— The One Tug Mote — Anything Unusual is 
Perplexing— Comparative Value of Numbers— Night Attacks. 

TiuA useless These gleanings from history are meant to prove 
° ' ™^ that all the ' pluck ' in the world is of no use when 

I men are exhausted. You might, as reasonably, 

expect a sick giant to rise and fight, as to imagine 
that a tired soldier can combat a foe. In the num- 
ber of Once a Week ' dated November i, 1866, 
there is a splendid article on the ' Conservancy of 
■Conscmncy Fofce or Energy,' a subject we have never before 
seen handled on such scientific grounds. We have 
ever considered the human body a mere ' thermic 
machine ;' deprive it of food which acts as fuel, 
or take away its breathing power, and it is a 
'Steam-engine' with the fire out. We read that 
there is a 'certain definite amount of force distri- 
buted throughout nature, which is invariaile 
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^^haount, and which can be converted over and 
^^■per again from one form to another,' ' Force," 
^^Be are told, * is tuverlosl, but changed ;' and again, 
I^B-When the moving body is arrested, the motion of 
r the mass is transferred to the motion of the mole- 
cules, or particles composing it ; and this mole- 
cular motion is fuat! Again, ' As motion or 
force is convertible into hmt, so conversely is heat 
convertible into force.' 

Now when a moving mass of humanity is Exunpietof 

Iddenly arrested by ' nerve : ' by superior nerve, deTeiu-d. 
at is to say, and potential energy on the part of a 
ibbom enemy, the ' nerves' of the muhitude in 
jtion suffer; despondency sets in. and like a flash 
lightning this despondency is transferred to the 
iividuals who are the " molecules,' or ' particles,' 
the mass. Hence it is that overspent masses, 
u suddenly arrested when in motion, are de- 
feated. Now molecular motion is heat ; and heat MoIpcuIw 
is convertible into force. Therefore, so long as hat. 
the men have heat, they have force ; expend that 
heat, and -wheye is the force or the potential 
energy' ? 

In a number of the ' Cornhill.' we read, ' If 
the motion of the earth (revolving at the rate Thcde- 
of 63,000 miles an hour) were suddenly arrested, ihtworiiii.y 
an amount of heat would be developed sufficient »''ic. 
to heat a globe of lead, the size of tlie world, to a 
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temperature of 690,000 degrees, an intensity 
llatwue heat heat 200 times as great as that required to in 
Ifiictiun. iron.' and the writer adds, 'The very motion 

the earth embraces the conditions of the ful 
merit of the prophecy : that the elements sfc 
melt with fervent heat, the earth also, and : 
works therein be burned up.' 

That is to say, on the fiat from OmnJpote 
— at the mere word ' Stop ' to the celestial bodi 
Tjienish- and to the elobe we live in — all the world w 

)f vital ** 

be consumed. So when men rush at others 

expend by energy or force a certain quantity 

the fire or vital heat of the ' thermic machi 

and, by an established law of nature, man m 

replenish that Iteat before he can again work 1 

effect As great rapidity of movement uses up 

heat, so the force, or ener^, of the human b 

or the animal is also expended. 

Ai^ument ' fhc blood is the agency by which the 0x3 

lupportti) by a / j 

the blood gas of the atmosphere is absorbed in the Ii 
and which coming in contact with the carlxinaoe 
matters of the system (previously prepared in 
liver), unites with them, forming carbonic acid | 
and generating the heat of the animal systeni 
The blood carries the carbonic acid gas to the 
lungs, where it is expelled at the same time that 
™ the oxygen gas is taken in.' Now as oxygen is 

['isiie.1 puniped out in nuining, a man must get in a 
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further supply before he can do his work, or get up 
the heat or force again. Then there is the yellow 
substance floating in the blood, called 'fibrine,' The* 
which substance is the very basis of muscle ; deprive 
the body of oxygen and you affect the muscles at 
once through the blood. This is what happens 
when a man*s breath is too suddenly and laxnshly 
exhausted. 

* Every operation of the muscles, or nerves, i^iat 
involves the disint^[ration and death of a ™ff 
certain part of the substance. We cannot lift a 
finger without a change in certain of the atcxns 
which compose the muscles executing the move- 
ment and in those of the nerves conveying the 
stimulus which directed them to contract The 
loss then of the body and of each part being in 
relation to its activity, a second process is 
necessary to replace the loss, i.e, the reparative 
process performed by the nutritive system/ * 

Let us then recollect this whenever we are 
called to march men to battle 

' An advance in action in a long thin line for- The Briti* 
mation requires that phlegmatic kind of courage i^ir j/"*' 
which we believe to be peculiarly inherent in the 
British soldier ; to preserve the proper order, the 

* Physical education by Archld Maclibaaren, i. e ' Oxford 
Gymnasium.' 
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' progress must be slow till the iasi chs 
rush' ' 

' Whoever loves the golden mean is secure fn 
the sordidness of an antiquated cell and 
prudent to have a palace that might open him 
envy. A well provided breast hopes in advers 
and fears in prosperity.'^ A commander who fe 
in his prosperity will not pursue too rashly 
the field ; another meeting a stubborn foe ga 
hope from the very difficulty, and this with, 
fortitude that he possesses in his heart braces h 
up to redoubled efforts. 

It must be noted here that the remarks as reg: 
' dash,' are meant to allude to British 
opposed to soldiers of other European natio 
Against the wild tribes, or natives of India % 
rally, a little extra risk may sometimes 
incurred with safety. 

The French made the great mistake of bring 
the tactics they practised in Algeria into 
field against the Germans. All their heroic < 
and dauntless impetuosity were as nothing, wl 
face to face with the phlegmatic Prussians, 
was their Algerian fighting and the success 
Solferino which spoilt their splendid army. They 
were behind the age. As the system of war is 

' Sir John Burgoyne, Bart, G.C.R 
' ' Horace,' Otie x. book a. 
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^K perpetual change, we must keep our e)-es 
^Be open, and also our ears, for it ts ' the early 
^K that gets the worm.' 

^BA,t the battle of Plassy, CUve. with only i.ooo h««»7c«<Ui 
^Ktish soldiers and 3,000 native Sepo)'s, beat 
^ftrly 68,000 men under Suraj-o-Dowlah, who had 
^■p fifty ' pieces of ordnance of the lai^est size.' 
^Kpoleon won the battle of Friedland by *a J**?"*?"''. 
^Bzardous manceuvre,' directing a portion of his ^^"^^^ 
^Bce to hold a peninsula against the entire Russian ^rioiiMid- 
^■e. He admitted that that was " one of the most 
^Kxious periods of his life.' 

^■We all know that " omelettes cannot be made 
^Bthout breaking eggs,' nor can batdes be won 
^Hthout loss of life. Yet we need not ' carry all 
^^F eggs in one basket,' as we should do if we were 
^Kh or imprudent 
^■At Chapter Hi. in Book viL of Cxsar, we Cj™t'i 

^^1 rcbakc fnr 

^Bd how the rashness of his soldiers was re- ra*hne».' 
^Hced. * He censured their licentiousness and 
^Bogance, because they thought that they knew 
more than their general concerning victory and 
the issue of actions, and said that he required in 
his .soldiers forbearance and self-command, not less 
than valour and magnanimity." It was the Tenth 
Legion, as a reserve, that checked the Gauls, 
who were in pursuit of Cesar's men. In the ThcaiiftcU 
assault on Pompey's camp, Caesar ordered his «w"p- 
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soldiers to advance but really to awajt the att; 
As Pompey's men did not come out to meet thi 
Ca;sar's soldiers at once repressed their speed : 
halted. Then after a short respite (by commaiu 
Cxsar), they drew their swords and went foi 
Here, when Pompey's cavalry had defeated 
Caesar, the fourth line of Ciesar's fresh tro 
drove back Pompey's cavalry in their turn. 
NnpoieorTi At Eylau, in 1 S07, Napoleon arrested 

ii,c baiiic of advance of a Russian division with his body-j 

Eylau. i807' r 1 1 ■ 1 • 

ol only 100 men ; and m the same actiOq 
The Cossadu Frcnch cuirassiefs were defeated by the Co^ 
dciiroy the under Platoff. ' Regardless of danger, the 
dren of the desert joyfully galloped forwardl 
charge ; their long lances in rest ; their \ 
horses at speed. In an instant the Fre 
cuirassiers were broken, pierced through ; 
scattered. Retreat was impossible, throv^h 
again-closed ranks of the enemy, and eight 
only of the whole body regained their own 
by a long circuit ; while 530 Cossacks n 
each cased in the shining armour he had si 
from the dead body of an opponent The 
the defeat was that the French pursui 
hastily ; the cuirassiers were carried too far, 
the wind taken out of the horses. Here a dr( 
ful punishment clearly resulted from wi 
' Cliaps. xcii xciU. 



HOW MANLIUS ACTED 



non prudence and the knowledge of a horse's 
trer of endurance. 
PAt Maida, 1806, Reynier, with 7,500 French, Buiieof 

' ' , Muda, 1806, 

hed forward with ' fixed bayonets ' to meet the 
lit companies of the 26th, 27th, 35th, 58th, 8ist, 
85th Regiments, who awaited the attack. 
The bayonets literally crossed,' but here, 'at that 
ipalling moment French enthusiasm sunk before 
ritish intrepidity.'^ Here no reserve seems to 
&ve been near at hand, or an advance, just then, 
r fresh troops might have clianged the state of 
&irs. 

Manlius won a battle by holding back part of h«w Maniiu» 
reserve, viz. the 'Triarii' and the ' Rorarii,' 
sending on the * Accensi. 
composed as follows. In the 6rst divi' 
I were the ' Hastatl,' consisting of two-thirds 
avy-armed soldiers and one-third light troops, 
second part, called the ' Principes,' con- 
fined the fiower of the army, all heavy-armed 
, in the vigour of their age. Then came the 
serve, consisting of one-tiiird veleran troops — 
avy-armed soldiers (the ' Triarii ') ; one-third of 
n7g:ht troops (the ' Rorarii ' ), and the remainder 
were the ' Accensi,' or supernumeraries to fill the 
places of the fallen. The plan of having the An o»cdient 
Strongest men in the second Ime was excellent, 
' AlisQD, vol. vi p. aog. 
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The work 
should fall 
equally on t 



The splendid 
discipline of 
Ihc Hnissiin 



as it enabled the 'Hastati' to ply the en< 
and tire him out before the flower of the a 
was engaged. 

It is necessary to make the work fall as eqt 
' as possible on all the troops, and not to ket 
huge number merely to look on. Reliefs of (i 
men are most important Life is as dear to 
man as it is to another, and the soldier, natut 
looking to his commander for fair play, exp 
that the burthen of the day shall be equally sh: 
by all. Yet military discipline and duty will « 
the brave soldier to the very cannon's moud 
everyone advances cheerfully, knowing that p 
obedience is indispensable. A soldier's dut 
clear, he obeys without question, never asl 
who is his superior ; content to know that 
commander he serves is placed by the Gov 
ment in that responsible position. Macaulay: 
with truth, ' Experience has fully proved tha 
war every operation, from the greatest to 
smallest, ought to be under the absolute direc 
of one mind, and that every subordinate agent 
his degree, ought to obey implicitly, strennoi 
and with tlie show of cheerfulness, orders wl 
he disapproves, or of which the reasons are 1 
secret from him.' Napoleon considered the C 
mander-in-chief the very ' soul ' of the army. 
German Army has of late acted splendidly on 
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ciple, and with wonderful and glorious results, 
ve have seen, Who can read of MeU, Stras- 
r^, Sedan, Wissemburg, Woerth, Gravelotte, 
mvellCi and the battles around Paris, without 
lizing the presence and power of one directing 
id ? Then the way in which all orders were 
ried out. the way that information v/as pro- 
ed, the knowledge of the roads, of the 
bges, of the places to get supplies — all these 
rigs will prove how, from the lowest to the 
hest. every man worked cheerfully, and 
St ' implicitly ' and ' strenuously ' to do his duty, 
all history it will be very difficult to find Nopr»iiei 

is history. 

'allels to such triumphant victories. We may 
tch the battles fought in the days of the Great 
ipoleon, but we shall find nothing that can | 
jal or surpass Sedan. 

The desperate defence of Saragossa, the ob- Napolwn'i 
late valour of Aspern, the enthusiastic gallantry pami wiih 
the Tyrol, have all parallels in the annals of 
dian warfare ; and the heroism with which 
ipoleon and his redoubtable followers resisted 
d overcame these varied forms of hostility, was 
t greater than that which the British soldiers, 
d their worthy native allies, have combated on 
: plateau of Mysore, the hills of Nepaul. the 
tins of Hindostan, the mountains of Affghan- 
tOf or the intricacies of the Punjdb. The 
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harassing hostility and terrible sweep 
Cossacks were fully equalled by the squadrt 
Hyder and the Pindaree horsemen. Th 
born valour of the Tyrolese was rivalled 
heroic resistance of the Goorkhas ; the stoej 
Badajos, the devotion of Saragossa, have ' 
parallels in the defence of Bhurtpore and t 
conquest of Seringapatam ; the decision and sli 
which converted the perils of Assaye into a c 
cisive victory were not outdone by the mc 
illustrious deeds of Napoleon. And the I 
queror of the French legions at Albuera haw 
a ruder conflict to sustain on the banks 
Sutlej with the desperate valour of the ! 
Posiiionof It is not impossible to understand eitherl 

Ihe ildlish in _ . _ ., 

India in 1857. took place in India during the Sepoy Mutiny 
1857. The position of about 25,000 British in 
country numbering 150,000,000 of inhabitan 
amongst whom were men like those of Hyde 
army, like the Pindarees, the Goorkhas, and t 
Seiks. men who from time to time had previou: 
been met and conquered, is not without a parall 
But where shall we find a counterpart to a war 
which 11,650 splendid officers and 363,000 ra 
and file were taken prisoners ? In these wond 

The cause of ful German triumphs we look for the cause, a 

Ihese victories. 

find it close at hand ; it is apparent in the discipll 
' Alison, vol. vii, p. 72. 
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^Bquiptnent of an anny, acting as one man, and 
^Hd by one head of prodigious mental capacity 
^^■lead which, if we may say so, was rather 
^^^wise heads in one, with brains fitted for such 
^Hlpaialleled epoch. ' It was not the Roman 
^^B which conquered Gaul, but Casar.' Why w^y ,]«, (.or 

^^^H. 1 .. 1 > • BoUiers dine 

^^Bldiers chng to their colours r Is it not to ib«t 
^^ftse they are our emblems of honour ? It 
^^prs not whether the stuff is silk or cotton, 
^^kiust be defended. So also as r^;ards our 
B&ianders. they may be prudent or the reverse. 
*ise or foolish, yet our sense of duty tells us they 
OHist be obeyed. Not that we deny to any man 
4e right to hold his own private opinions on all 
Blatters. Reason was given us by God, and each 
Individual may think as he pleases : but although 
he may not applaud the acts of his commander in 
the field, he is bound by honour, by duty, and all 
iliat is right, to support him—discipline demands obedience 
'' strictest obedience. Bad commanders will 
<'i with their own punishments, but subordinates 
'^tio obey can never be blamed. In 1759, ihe iiowihcKing 
Kinj^ of Prussia lost a splendid victory after he viu^-ry. 
had actually captured seventy-two guns ftiim the 
Austrians. He threw it away by an act of rash- 
ness; he drove panting and exhausted soldiers to 
an attack beyond their powers at a most critical 
moment. Not content with his seventy-two cap- 



I hastily to 
thinks 

mposuble. 



« Eitrl of 
Wetborough 
t Barcelona, 
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tured guns, he pressed on his jaded heroes, 
attempt what flesh and blood could never 
plish. Shall we blame his good and obedie 
officers, or his splendid men, because at his did 
tion they essayed an impossibility? History h 
no doubt allotted the blame to the commander, t 
consider how many valuable lives were lost I 
this rash act ? 

Yet we must not assume too hastily tliat an i 
is impossible ; it may be that the opportunity 
ill-timed. On another occasion successful 
tion may be confidently expected. ' There 
the time to fear impediments, and a time to 3 
fl// impediments aside." The wise and prude 
leader awaits the auspicious moment ; he thi 
strikes with all his might Charles Mordaui 
Earl of Peterborough, at Barcelona, ' had to ej 
cute a project he had constantly represented 
impracticable.' ' He even announced his 6x1 
determination to raise the siege,' and in Barceloi 
there were great rejoicings at this deliverance. Tl 
heavy cannon were sent on board. But at midnig 
of September 12, 1705, Peterborough called on tl 
Prince of Hesse, and said, ' I have resolved, s 
to attempt an assault.' ' On the following mornir 
the English flag was flying on the ramparts 

' Macaulay, in his ' Lord Mah»n's War of Succession 
Spain.' _ 
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Monjuich. The genius and the energ}' of the man 
tiad supplied the place of forty- battalions.' ^ 

Had Clive attended to the advice of the Lord 

Council of War the battle of Plassy would 

never have been fought ; yet it was reasonable 

(or him to pause ere he met 60,000. with only 

i^ooo British soldiers and 2,000 Sepoys. It 

proved as feasible, nevertheless, as had been the 

capture of Monjuich. Dr. Russell tells us at page 

144 that the Light Division retreated behind Terrific 

- ^ 1*1 fctniggle at the 

the Guards to reform, at the Alma ; that the 



Scots Fusiliers wavered, and lost order for a few 
minutes ; and that the Duke of Cambridge thought 
rf halting to dress the line, but Sir Colin Camp- sirCoiin 
Wl begged his Highness not to hesitate, but to «ivicc. 
push on at once at the enemy. We humbly opine 
that the time to set all impediments aside had 
tiien arrived. Victory oscillated at that critical 
Jnoment, and the least signs of indecision, on the 
part of the men at that juncture, might have ended 

in fatal consequences. The coolness of the Duke 

■ 

^ wishing to dress the line under such a fire was 
peculiarly British ; but it was absolutely necessary 
^ push on — to keep advancing. A halt then imp^Xn 
'^ight have been easily misconstrued by the cnteiwiihe 
Russians into a check. Our foes would have Rubsians. 

' Macaulay, in his * Lord Mahon's War of Succession in 
Spain,' 

II 
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gained heart at the very moment it was so d 

cessary that their terror and awe should be ma 

tained at the highest pitch, to the extent even 

forcing them eventually to give way. The strugj^ 

of the ' nerve ' between two bodies of brave m 

was then at its height ; but that struggle, if 

assumes the intensity produced only when aH 

man's 'pluck' is brought into play, seldom lad 

•^ more than a few moments. But durine that shoi 
jit ■» ^ 

moments m interval victory holds out the palm of conqi 

■ for either side to grasp. These, the momenM 

I periods in the heat of action, should be dose 

^*e one tug watched. It is the 'one pull more/ then, th 

I' repj(ys the gallant soldier for all the anxiety ai 

labour of the past struggle. 'Tis like the last fc 

but desperate strides of two horses running ' n« 

and neck ' at the finish. One more rapid boui 

and the race is won. These, we repeat, are tl 

moments to be regarded as most important A 

the other parts of a battle, such as getting i 

position, shaking the enemy with cannon 

musketry, merely make up the overture ; th^ 

like the first attitudes of pugilists, who dodge fi 

side to side till they close in with fiercely deliven 

blows. These are the times, however, when 

British soldier proves of what tough unyieldii 

irdiidpiiite. mctal he is made. All our discipline, and a 

our training, come into play at such momeol 
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Vnd these critical periods will most certainly 
irrive so long as war lasts. 
The astonishment at Sadowa, at the rapid firing Aaytfamir 

. nnnsaal in 

of the Prussian needle-gun, was great. The Aus- b*ttie 

perplexing. 

trians were bewildered at the havoc made in their 
ranks. In the very same way it has been, and 
will be whenever anything unusual takes place in 
battles to come. Men are prepared for what is 
customary, but perplexed at anything new. This 
was proved by the ' Card System,' fortunately ]^^^^ 
forbidden by Sir Charles Napier. Some com- 
manders of corps practised half a dozen ma- 
noeuvres, day by day, for months before an inspec- 
tion, and did them well; if however any new 
manoeuvre was asked for it was imperfectly 
carried out, or merely blundered through. Drill is 
only for a purpose ; and on the field of battle we 
cannot prepare our ' card of manoeuvres.' A corps 
that has ' rehearsals,' of certain manoeuvres only. Rehearsals 

... Ml 1 1 r • absurd. 

workmg m one groove, will be useless for service 
because, as we have said, anything new causes them 
bewilderment. In the campaign in Flanders the incident 
25th Regiment was * staggered by the French campaign*^in 
firing with fixed bayonets.' Our men at that time 
used to fasten their bayonets into their musket- 
muzzles, but it so happened that three French 
regiments had their bayonets fixed according to 
our present fashion. The 25th could not- use 

H 2 
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■ their pieces, whereas the French fired a vollei 
W This was quite a new plan and it succeeded. 
■■Wiowiu The new rifle will benefit those who can 

■iwnefil by Uie 

Knr rifle. trusted in the 'thin red line' formation. Attadf 

H in columns will be almost impossible. Victot 

H' will favour those men who have the most 

H fidence in themselves and in the valour of the 

H comrades on their right and left. In batdes 

H come the advantage will not be all on ( 

H^^ side, as at Sadowa. We shall all be nearly eqifl 

■ as regards the weapons. 
fcamieon and And here we would observe that wheneva 

VWcUiiigton's 

PWpwtive Napoleon and Wellington are compared, we ( 

■' force] com- 

IpMed. not see sufficient stress placed on the actu 

L number of the British engaged. This is very ii 

H portant, however, in weighing the merits of 

■ commander and the valour of his soldiers. A 

WNamhcTnoS Waterloo the French had 71,947 men and 
^French and ,^^ 

^&nti&ii ai jxuns J the soldiers were ' the very t/i/t of U 

I national forces of France.' Wellington 

% 67.655 men, and 156 gims only. Napoleon 

■ had ninety more guns than the Iron Duke; 
H counting all Wellington's army, Napoleon hi 
r 4.292 more men. But of Wellington's force 
I SH.000 Briiish 24,000 were British soldiers. It was they wl 

I,««ilml 79,000 .... , , , r 

■Jrenehat mamly withstood the assault of some 72,000 

M until the Prussians arrived upon the field. 
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iMitde, then, was not only won, but won by a mere 
handful of British troops. 
Other European nations take the field with other 

European 

Joo,ooo or 400,000 men ; but it remains to be a»™io muck 

laiger. 

proved how many men would be needed to con- 
quer 100,000 British soldiers. We do not boast 
when we say, no other nation can be more con- 
fidently trusted in line than the British. 
It appears to us that we should pay some atten- The art of 

night attacks 

ton to drilling men for * night-attacks ; ' more to be studi&i. 
might come from it, we imagine, than from instruc- 
tion in making 'shelter trenches.' Such attacks 
are doubtless perilous ; but war forces perils as 
well as changes upon us. The manoeuvring 
should be both for * attack ' and for * defence * 
at night. The new 'rifle makes us seek shelter, 
hut the darkness of night of itself forms the best 
of screens. Men worked by signals, by certain in- 
dications, by telegraphs, &c., could generally attack 
positions with success. But it would require Great practice 

necessary. 

practice and a knowledge of the position to be 
attacked. Thus one part of the corps might be sent 
out ten miles, and the other ordered to try and 
force an entrance. This would teach commanders 
to judge the time to accomplish a task of this kind, 
and point out where confusion is most likely to 
3ccur. We think that night attacks will yet be 
ried where troops can be trusted. A small force a small force 
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might make a might make a terrible impression on a huge u 

terrible • . • 

impression on wicldv One, and even retire in good ord 

a large one. * ^ 

without the prospect of a rapid pursuit Co 
sternation would spread in a large army; < 
things would be magnified in the dark. Aft 
driving in the picquets on the supports, tf 
attackers might lie down and fire right into d 
enemy's camp, causing immense havoc, withoi 
How the much loss to themselves. If charged we woul 
then come into trust the British soldier to do his duty with d 

bayonet — a weapon he knows so well how to us* 
though this bayonet on which he relies so much 
now grown almost unnecessary as regards resii 
ance to cavalry, while its value is also deteriorat 
considerably by the difficulty that exists of g 
ting men up to * charging distance ' without gn 
loss of life. But in night attacks there would 
more chance of reaching the enemy with 
Night attacks weapon essentially British. At the same tit 

will talce 

place in future we should be trained and prepared how to ac 

wars 

attacked ourselves at night ; because this meth 
for the reasons above specified, will certainly 
attempted in future warfare. 
Loose order There appears no reason that we should : 
n^wou^h charge positions with intervals between files 
^'^^^' say, a pace or a pace and a half ; because e< 
of these gaps gives room for bullets to pass har 
lessly through the ranks. The British alw; 



:;rand advance of the Highlanders 103 

fought in line, but that close packing of men, 
Ider to shoulder, is not required till the 
nent to charge arrives. * The Brigade of ttic emd 

^ ^ HigiLbad 

^hlanders, commanded by Sir Colin Campbell, ^f%>^ 

^^anced in admirable order, which it did not for 

le moment lose, though disturbed by the terrible 

re of the Russian musketrj- and artiller)-. One 

rould imagine to see this body of men, so cool 

Uid so precise, that they were manoeuvring at a 

review, rather than under the fearful hail of the 

batde-field. Our allies, in admirable line of battle, 

inarched with their usual step, extinguishing the 

fire of the formidable positions they had to csLtry, 

and without slackening or accelerating their 

march, and facing every difficulty in /roni rather 

than seeking to attack it in flanlc'^ 

^ Baron de Bazancourt. 
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The wisest 
commanders 
may be 
unguarded. 



Lord 

Hardinge at 
Albuera 1811 



CHAPTER V. 

Magnanimity in taking Advice from an Inferior — Lord Har^afe?!! 
Intelligence when a Young Officer — ^iffurat's Advice to Ns^wleoi 
— The Probable Effect of its Rejection in the Retreat fim 
Moscow — Barclay de Tolly— Movements of both sides in CaB< 
paign of Russia — Borodino — French Losses and Napdeooni 
Errors — Lord Clive compared with Washington — Men sometuna 
wrongly judged — Harshness often only on the Surface — ^Timiditj 
and Brazen Effrontery — Real Courage and Mental Fortitude- 
Chain of Coherence between Mortals. 

The wisest, or the best commander, may be 
sometimes off his guard; or relying too confidently 
on the British soldier, he may be tempted to exe- 
cute a dangerous manoeuvre in the very face cl 
the enemy. Again he may risk something on 
purpose, simply to impress his men with a feeling 
that he is calm and collected. This often has 
been found advantageous, from the moral effect 
of his behaviour upon the minds of the soldiers. 
But that commander 1s indeed magnanimous whd 
accepts a really valuable hint from another — ^his 
inferior in rank. Many a battle has been won by 
the quickness and intelligence of comparatively 
young ofificers. Alluding to Colonel Hardinge, 
we read, * It was at Albuera that his (Lord 
Hardinge's) brightest wreath was won. The 
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ight had gone against a handful of British 
oldiers. Half of those under fire had fallen, 
vhen Colonel Hardinge, on his own responsi- 
bility, pointed out to Major-General Sir Lowry 
Cole that on his moving up his division de- 
pended the fortunes of the day. These fresh 
troops were on the instant hurled against the 
enemy's left flank, while Colonel Hardinge caused 
the right to be simultaneously assailed by the 
re-inspirited brigade of Abercrombie. The heavy 
columns of the superb French infantry were thus 
checked, rolled back, and broken. The British 
guns, already limbered up and ready for retreat, 
were again brought into action, and the enemy 
driven from that fierce field.' ^ This glorious turn 
in the tide of the Peninsular war was the achieve- 
ment of Lieutenant-Colonel Hardinge (then only 
twenty-five years of age) who is immortalized by 
Alison, in his record of Albuera, as the * young 
soldier with the eye of a general and the soul 
^^ a hero.' On the retreat from Moscow, we Advice riven 

„.,-,. 1 XT 1 .to Napoleon 

venly believe that Napoleon was wrong m ontherttreat 

1* . ... . /. , ^'^"^ Moscow 

"stening to the timid advice of the commander 1812. 
^^ the Imperial Guard (Bessi^res), instead of 
instantly adopting the bold suggestion of the 
Wve Murat. The latter officer with his usual 

^ Henry LawTcnce's * Essay on Lord Hardingc's Administra- 
^on/ p. 53- 
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opinio! 

Miint. 



boldness, said, ' Why should we fear the Ri» 
sians ? Give me but the remains of the a 
valry and that of the Imperial Guard, and 
wiii plunge into their forests, and open the lo 
to Kalcuga at the sword's point' Why ^ 
Napoleon not adopt the advice of Murat ? Simjd 
because he believed him to be 'an imbecil 
without judgment, when left to himself, althoi^ 
a Paladin in the field.' A sad mistake 
made here; the mind of Murat produced on du 
occasion a sensible notion. Napoleon made 
allowances, he never qualified his assertion 
He despised Murat as regards his mental al 
ments. but deeply respected him for his braver 
In this instance, he did not treat Murat as 
man but as a miserable idiot A man caniK 
always be wrong ; he must be right sometime 
The man who knew the proper time to head 
charge, and who could carry it into executk 
with tlie best results, was certainly no fool Th 
danger of despising men too far has been th 
K«iouga cause of much disaster. By taking the Kaloug 
frh«ii(csi route Napoleon would of course have had to faa 
the Russians ; but by adopting the Smolien^ 
line, he had to traverse a wasted country, wil 
no hope of procuring any supplies, and. what vr, 
of more importance, he placed his brave soldier 
with their backs to the Russians. The i 
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: of this was enough to crush such men. 

esthis, he was pursued by an enemy who had 

felt the shock of so many thousand des- 

ate men at bay, making a dash to open up the 

f to retreat We have further reason to be 

lin that Murat's was the soundest advice, from 

I that, as soon as Napoleon began to retire 

i Smolensko, KutusoiT became so apprehensive 

t he fell back in the direction of Kalouga, and 

tually gave up the strong position he previously 

dd, his possession of which was the sole argu- 

lent against Murat's proposal. Thus two great 

nies were tlien retreating from each other! 

comparing dates, we find that it was on 

»ber 25, 1812, Napoleon decided on retiring. 

I Smolensko, to avoid the Russians who were 

Kalouga line. He dreaded, though with, 

nparatively speaking, a large army, to attempt 

his passage that way ; yet. after marching 

[ November 25, a full month later, and fighting 

i battle every day, when his soldiers had become 

t a mere foot-sore, starved, and dispirited rabble, 

! did not hesitate to force the Beresina. so as to 

make himself master of the defiles leading to 

Zembin. On December 10, when Napoleon 

reached Warsaw, he said boastfully. ' I have 

always beaten the Russians, they never venture 

to stand against me.' Again, he remarked (allud- 
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ing to the passage of the Beresina), ' Their positM 
was superb, but what ilwn f 1 got through tha 
all. It is then you see who have strong minds, 
have often been harder pushed before. / 
Marengo. I was beaten at six o'clock at nigh' 
next day I was master of all Italy." Why d 
not that truly great commander recollect all th 
at that critical time when Murat volunteered 
cut his way through and open the Kalouga route 
Success would have given him a passage throuj 
a ricli country, and he would have avoided ti 
disastrous retreat by Smolensko, which ended 
the remnant of a splendid army numberii 
500,oc« superb soldiers, being chased out of tl 
Russian territories by a mere detachment 
cavalry. The general who forced the Beresjl 
with a mere rabble might have opened out di 
route with such soldiers as those the noble Mur 
commanded when his advice was rejected. Jud; 
ing Napoleon from what has so often dropp* 
from his lips, we may exclaim with all truth, 
' Even victors ate by vktorits undone.'' 

That great commander did not think of his 

prowess or of the fighting qualities of his magnl 

cent soldiers, He seems to have forgotten whj 

he once said, viz., ' You thus see that two armi 

' Dryden, 



BARCLAY DE TOLLV IO9 

e two bodies which meet and endeavour to 
ighten each other ; a moment of panic occurs, i 
id that moment must be turned to ad\'antage, 
ad when a man has been present in many actions 
it distinguishes that moment without difficult)/ 

Barclay de Tolly, who conducted the retreat of Bucty de 
the Russians from the camp at Drissa to Boro- 
dino, was descended from an old Scottish family 
—the Barclays o£ Towe, in Aberdeenshire* He 
"ms then fifty-seven years of age. Alison sa)'s, 
*We could hardly recognize the dauntless hero 
who vanquished Sweden (1809), ^Y marching ^^^^^^^^ 
across the Gulf of Bothnia, accompanied by heavy "^*^ 
trains of artillery and cavalry in the depth of 
winter, in the consummate general who saved 
Russia by his immortal retreat before Napoleon 
ini8i2, didwe not perceive the same diversity 
in Wellington, striking with seemingly ras/i, but 
really wise daring at Assaye, and restraining the 
uplifted load of retribution at Torres Vedras. 
Success in him was not the free gift of rapid in- 
^ition (i.e., such genius as Wellington had), but 
^e deserved reward of laborious study.'* This 
Barclay evacuated the camp at Drissa, which had camp u 
400 pieces of cannon in it, and had been made ev!^!^i^ud, and 
^niost impregnable after two years of intense * ^ 
labour. There were no bridges over the Dwina, 

* Alison, vol. X. p. 3. ^ /IfiJ. p. 3. 
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and it was liable to be turned. The wood 
sheds holding immense supplies of provisio 
might have been set on fire by shells, and Nap 
leon ' threatened to sever it from its comma 
cations with the heart of the empire.' * He al 
wanted to join Bagrathion, and accordingly he i 
tired by the right bank of the Dwina to Wjteps 
' On finding Drissa evacuated, Napoleon halt 
six days at Glubokee : he thftn moved oo 
Witepsk, and reached the Dwina on July 24,'* 
' No movement in the campaign was of nu 
vital importance to the Russians than thisadvao 
upon Witespk, and if Napoleon had not delayed 
days (apparently without a cause) at Glubokee, 
could with ease have anticipated the enemy at th 
important point, permanently interposed the bu 
of his force between Barclay and Bagrathion, 
(throwing back the former towards St. Petersbu 
and the latter on Smolensko and Moscow) have 
off the former from the southern provinces, ai 
the principal resources of the country.'* BagI 
thlon now unable to get to Orcha, being arresO 
by Davoust and another general, crossed 
Dnieper, and moved towards Smolensko. Tt 
retreat was performed in a masterly mann< 
'not a weapon, not a baggage waggon, not 
straggler had been left behind. Brilliant waK 
' Alison, vol. X. p, 4. ' Ibid. p. 9. » Ibid. \ 



MOVEMENTS OF RUSSIANS AND FRENCH III 

fires were kept up in the Russian lines during the 
night,' ^ and on the 28th Murat found the place 
deserted! 

• By a singular coincidence at the very moment Both amiet 

determine to 

that Napoleon was adopting the resolution to advance at the 
advance into the interior of Russia, a similar reso- 
lution to assume the offensive had been taken at 
the Russian head-quarters.'^ Ney and Murat Neyand 

Murat over* 

overtook General Newerofskoi with the Russian take the 

Russian rear- 

rear-guard of 6,000 foot and 1,200 horse, and gfuad, 
engaged him with 18,000 horse. The Russian 
general formed ' hollow squares,' and these were 
diarged more than forty times. Yet he got safe 
to Kortinia, with a loss of 1,100 men and five 
pieces of cannon.' On the following day 
Newerofskoi effected a junction with Raeffskoi, 
and they both moved on to Smolensko. Barclay Barclay 

reaches 

Jind Bagprathion fortunately reached Smolensko Smoiensko. 

j^t as the French were preparing to attack.* 

The Russian general-in-chief resolved to retreat, 

^d sent Bag^thion in the direction of Jelina to 

secure the road to the capital. On the morning 

^the 17th August, Bagrathion took post with the 

''^n body of the army behind the little stream 

^f Kolodina about four miles distant; while Gallant 

defence of 

Barclay, with the corps of Doctoroff and Baga- Smolensko. 

' Alison, vol. X. p. 11. * /^/V/. p. 17. 

* y^/V/. p. 19. * Idiif. p. 24. 
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worth, stili held the ramparts of Sraolenskc 
Napoleon now ordered a ' coup-de-main.' Ye 
his 70,000 men were unable to beat 30,000^ afl 
he lost 15,000 in the assaults and the Russiai 
only 10,000. Next morning the place was empq? 
All the magazines were destroyed, the bridgl 
broken down, and nothing left but tlie naked wall 
and the cannon which were mounted on them 
Barclay, to avoid the French guns, moved 
by the St. Petersburg road, but every mi 
he advanced he went fartlier from his comiadei 
but finally he regained the Moscow road, and tl 
united forces moved on towards Moscow.'' 

At this period of the campaign Barclay w 
superseded by Kutusoflf, a man described 
ch«r«eter. foUows : — ' He had studied war in the closet, ; 
had brought an extensive theoretic acquaintan 
with military principles, to bear on the experien 
which a long and active life in harness had gi' 
of actual details.' He was then nearly seven 
years of age, having been born in 1 795. Tl 
army was now hardly fifty leagues from Mosco 
and that capital could only be saved by a genei 
action.* But, in the course of this retreat no strcn 
position could be found till they reached Borodin 
Here the Russians had 132,000 men and 6< 

' Alison, vol. X. ji. 24. ' Jfiit/. 

• lUJ. ,.. ».;, 



ALISON ON THE USE OF RESERVES II3 

;uns ; while the French had 133,000 men (of whom 

SCOOO were cavalry) and 590 guns. Of the 

Lmperial Guard 20,000 were not engaged. The 

Russians lost 15,000 killed and 30,000 wounded. 

The French 12,000 killed and 38,000 wounded ; Low on both 

but the French captured ten guns, the Russians 

thirteen.^ 

Napoleon said, * I felt the necessity of preserving Napoleon's 
them (the Imperial Guard, 20,000 strong) to strike keeping ao,ooo 
a decisive blow in the great battle which the penal Guard 

out of action. 

enemy will probably give us in the plains in front 
of Moscow.'^ This was on the night of the battle 
of Borodino. 

* The success of the action in which we have 
l)een engaged (i.e., Borodino) was secured ; but 
it was my duty to think of the general result of 
the campaign, and it was for ^Aa/ I spared my 
reserve.'* 

* It IS one thing to hazard a reserve in a situa- Alison on 
tion when the loss it may sustain can easily be usfngThc^^ 
repaired ; it is another, and a very different thing ^Z^ ^ 
to risk its existence in the centre of an enemy's 
country, at a distance from reinforcements, when its 

ruin may endanger the whole army. The fatal 
result to the French at Waterloo demonstrates 
the extreme peril of engaging the reserves before 
Jie strength of the enemy's force has been finally 

* Alison, vol X. pp. 40, 41. * Ibid. p. 41. 

I 
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broken, and the risk of a rout at Borodino- 
comparably greater than on the French frfl 

[,<»s during The loss iti the campaign to the French alon 
550,000 men and 900 cannon. Montesquieu 
with great truth, that 'distant expeditions fail 
the very magnitude of the measures to carry 

L^onfotthe into execution.' The Russians should rej 
the retreat from Moscow when they think 
ing India, by way of Cabul or Affghanist 
H. Lawrence said, ' A large army entering 1 
country would be starved to death ; a smai 
would be cut to pieces,' or words to I 
effect. The Russian light horse rend 
attempt of the French to maintain thei 
the interior of the country utterly imprs 
If the Russians came to India our cavalry 
be equally useful. Five-sixths of the losses 
French army had been sustained before th 
weather began. Out of 302,000 men 
Napoleon, in person, led across the Nicmen 
remained only 55,000 men and 12,000 horsei 
the frost set in ; that is, he had lost 247,0a 
before 'a flake of snow fell.'" Thegrandj 
made by Napoleon in this memorable o 
were, shortly, these : — First, in risking his ai 
far from his magazines and supplies ; secc 

' Alison, vol. X. p. 41. 
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■vancingon Moscow after the battle of Borodino, 
Piere his cavalry suffered so much ; third, ia 
■ving no light horse, so that the Cossacks were 
Be to cut off all supplies ; fourth, in retreating by 
maiate corps.' 

I* If an European army advances in good order, 
nnning magazines as it goes, it may doubtless be 
pe to withstand the utmost attacks of the Asiatic Renuilu 01 
Biralry ; and it was because they took these pre- cavalry. 
Incions, that the armies of Alexander and the 
■omans in ancient, and the British and Russians 
p modem times have so often prevailed over 
■numerable swarms of Eastern horse. But when 
n army rushes headlong into the middle of 
Kythian cavalry, without having the means of 
BOviding itself with subsistence and forage, it is 
fertain to be destroyed. Alexander the Great 
nsely avoided such a danger, and contenting 
umselfwith a barren victory over the Scythians 
In the banks of the Oxus, turned aside from their 
inhospitable territory. Darius, with all the forces 
If Persia, penetrated into it and perished. The " 
legions of Mark Antony and Crassus sank under 
iie incessant attacks of the Parthian horse. The 
lleroism of Richard Cceurde-Lion was shattered 
igainst the innumerable squadrons of Saladin.' * 
And again, ' The very multitude of carriages 
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with which a European army invades an Asia 
territory proves the immediate cause of defeat 
KutusofTs parallel march in pursuit was a gr( 
' military achievement,' and should be remember 
by all commanders when following up an 
It was cautious, yet highly effectual; he ran 
risk, the poor French were at a good trot all ale 
while his own men were always well in hand. 

' Despair rapidly restores the courage of 
army ; a disorderly crowd of stragglers oft 
resumes the strictest military order, and is capal 
of the greatest efforts when the animation of 
battle is at hand. The passage of the Beresi 
the battle of Corunna, the victory of Hanau, 
sufficient to demonstrate this important truth.' 

At Lutzen {1813), the artillery under Drou 
and fourteen battalions of the Young Guard. 
gained Kaia, and drove back the Prussians ■ 
Russians. The guns preceded the advai) 
From Kaia to Klein Gorshen the Allies fell 
in good order, and kept ' firing without intern 
sion.* The result was that ' the whole surfi 
of the ground between these two places 
covered with the slain, of whom Izvo-ikirds 
French.'* This tells us how carefully a retreat! 
army should be pursued. The highest of hum 
intellects have been, and must often be, opoat 
' Alison, vol. X. p, 104. ' Ibid. p. 177. 



^^M CHARACTER OF CLIVE 1 I 7 

^^B by circumstances ; it was however to the 
^^B of Bessieres and not to the mind of Napoleon, '"'^ 
^^Kwe must attribute that unfortunate retreat, vii 
^^■lensko, instead of by Kalouga. 

^^Hd the acute sense of discrimination on the i^ciitc'* 
^^B of Lord Clive we are indebted for all our 
^^B triumphs in India. That great man by a 
^^B manoeuvre saved Hindostan at the moment 
^^Bthe representatives of the East India Com- 
^^Kr were actually led as prisoners through the 
^^Bets of Pondicherry. Like Banner, the noble His eiuractci. 
^^Bde, ' He was fertile in expedients, which he 
^^Bined with secrecy, and executed with boldness ; 
^^Bious in the midst of dangers, greater in adver- 
^^B than in prosperity, and never more formidable 
^^ft when on the brink of destruction.' Here is 
^^Bble specimen of a man and a warrior for other 
^^Kers to imitate. He suggested an attack on HUduiiit 
^Hx>t, and, with a meagre force of 200 Europeans 
li'and 300 Sepoys, forthwith dashed at the place. 
The enemy fled panic-stricken at his sudden 
I [jroach. Thus, by one grand move, India 
jame British instead of French, though British 
ulilcers at the time were in the hands of a French 
escort at Pondicherry. It is on such occasions iicregeniui 
that the man of genius shines ; delay then would 
have lost us our Indian Empire. There is a great 
similarity in the characters of Clive and Washing- ciivciike 

^— ^ ■* " Washington. 
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Duke of 
Vi'tllineton's 



ton. ' Perhaps the strongest feature in his (Wa 
ington's) character was prudence, never acting u 
every circumstance, every consideration, wza t 
turely weighed ; refraining if he saw a doubt, I 
when once decided, going through with his [ 
pose whatever obstacles offered.' ' 

We have ample proof to convince us that i 
Duke of Wellington well knew when to fear i 
pediments and when to disregard them altogethel 
He always acted on the sound principle, 'Thall 
unless prudence is present, fortitude is only a kind I 
of boldness.' To what must we attribute all tiis| 
success .'* Was it not that he had studied »;c«. and 
made the history of past battles and the acts i". 
commanders his study .' Thus he defeated lii 
Great Napoleon. Let us see what the Iron DvX 
when a Colonel did at Mallavelly in 1799. -V 
body of 2,000 of the enemy came down in ex- 
cellent order upon his regiment — the 33rd. Bu: 
he ordered his men to remain steady and reserve 
their fire; then when the foe came to about forty 
yards, he charged and routed them completely. 
Again, at Assaye, with 2,000 British soldiers 
and 3,000 Sepoys, he attacked and defeated] 
40,000 of the enemy. It must be remembePM 
too that the enemy had 100 guns in this batltei^ 
and, moreover, the assistance of several French 
' Thomas Jeffcrsoii. 



*DASH' at ASSAYE REiiUIkEr I I9 

^jpofficers and ei^^ineers. Let any reflecting man 
this fully. In the first instance, the Duke 
no risk, but makes victor)- certain. He TheDnkc 

Butkcs TICtOfT 

right well that the 33rd Regiment could cetjun. 
Lve chained and driven back the 2,000 natives, 
Imt he preferred to let the enemy rush on to 
i^Ufestruction ; and as they came panting up to about 
forty ywrds the charge of the 33rd carried all before 
it In the latter case, with 2.000 Europeans and 
I.-- 3iOOO Sepoys, he does not hesitate to dash with 

5,000 at 40,000 men He did so because the * Dash* at 
enemy's powerful artillerj' could not be silenced required. 
by our guns. He saw the danger, and, as there 
was no alternative, at once ordered an immediate 
advance. Had he continued to return the fire 
oi the enemy's guns with his light pieces from a 
distance, his own men would have been destroyed 
by the crushing fire, and a noble little force would 
have been beaten without a chance of using the 
bayonet — ^that weapon in which the British soldier 
has such confidence. 

Before the action the Duke reconnoitred with The Duke 

reconnoitres. 

the 19th Dragoons. To his astonishment, instead 
of finding merely infantry, he observed * 30,000 
horsemen crowded on their right, a dense array 
of infantry, and a hundred pieces of cannon in 
front, to vomit death upon the assailants.' We 
are told * that he paused for a moment, impressed 



VICTORIES AND DEFEATS 



isteafl 

cava 

took 

1 



but not daunted by the sight' His eagle eye t 
SflinJiih's ali in at a glance. He saw that Scindiah's 

iiUimtry ins , r-i ■- i imi 

Tcrr confined was m such a confined position that the Mahr. 
cavalry would not be able to manoeuvre, if t 
attempted to come to the assistance of the infant 
so he at once completely changed his plan of att^ 
and, like lightning, dashed at the left, inste 
their right as he first intended. 
TheBriHsh We are informed that the 'English cava 

i,6oosab[M. brigade, scarcely numbering i,6oo sabres, took 
its position with all the boldness of a bodjp 
times the force. Scindiah's cavalry were l 
to one.' Here we have the master mind, 
are some of the acts of a commander wh 
caution was such that Prince Lieven said, he^ 
a ' Singulier melange de timidit^ et d'aii 
We can well afford to permit a foreigner 1 
such a hero 'a singular mixture of timidi^ 
audacity.' Our foes need not be reminded t 
Iron Duke lost nothing by his ' timidity,' as t 
pleased to term it. It is amusing to observe 1 
often men are judged wrongly. Sir Robert Peel 
called timid, but we read, ' Far from being ti 
and wary, he was audacious and even headstr< 
It was his cold and constrained demeanour 
misled the public. There never was a man 
did such rash things in so circum^ect a maiin< 



TheDuVe 

called both 

audacious. 
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: are many of our readers who can remem- A Eood \ 

bait nd 

r a certain General (a most disdi^uished ofBcer), u nMcfi 
died in Calcutta some time ago, who was 
r considered a ' harsh ' man to serve under. The 
tithor had the honour to be under his command 
r a whole year, and found him a tender-hearted, 
ist. and good man. His was all manner ; under 
; morose appearance there was a kind and noble 
He was seldom seen to smile. But once, 
a litde child came into the room where Tb«iinie^ 
veral officers had been assembled, the General Genei»L 
jud, ' Go away !" in an assumed harsh tone; tlie 
lild replied, ' I will /w/.' Upon which the General 
lid, ' These genUemen have swords, and may cut 
■ head off.' The sweet little girl said, ' I am 
t afraid, whenyou are here.' The siieech woke 
> a smile upon the General's face, and saying. 
< away like a £'ood girl,' the child instantly 
The Author knew from that instant that 
be gruffness was all on the surface and that there 
> doubdess a very kind heart beneath that stern 
^d severe exterior. But there is also another Anoiiwr fm 

- . . ,. , , , , ofiimiililyt 

teaes of umidity — the modesty that makes a modCTtjr. 

awkward and nervous in a room full of the 

fair sex, or in the presence of sarcastic individuals 

his own. Napoleon suffered from this and 

, called upon to address twenty ladies in a 

om he could only say, ' It is hot' But we 
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admire this timidity if the same individual remai 
undaunted in the uproar of battle, and the era 
of artillery. And the sarcastic man should bear 
mind that ' He wlio wishes his friend not to tal 
offence at his own protuberances, will excuse bk 
, ■maichi.^ friend's little K/ar/f.' ' But there is, on the otha 

repidily of 

hand, a 'matchless intrepidity o( face/ which 
while it can brazen out anything amidst sodeiyt 
alters wonderfully in the presence of danget 
What gives boldness in battre teaches mUdnesi 
and modesty in the drawing-room. He wlw 
without these qualities presumes too much, should 
be reminded of the saying of ' Sadi,' the Persian, 
' Think not that every wilderness is empty, perhapl 
a tiger may be there.' But we have seen ple&t 
of sour, vinegar-faced men in society who have a 
kindness of heart whatever. The ferocity thj 
they assume may alarm quiet, homely peopl 
but it will not ' go down ' with those who have 
knowledge of men. We have seen a man ofte 
in face a lion, but at heart a deer. The Hinda 
tanees say of such, ' that it thunders, but it da 
not ratft.' A man of courage is not perpetual 
snarling at everybody ; but when It is required I 
can show that he is brave indeed. 

An officer or soldier who has seen hard servi4 

may reasonably be permitted to allude to his pai 

' ' Horace,' book I. satire iii. 
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fe ; but it will be found that brave men will un- 
lesitatingly admit that under similar circumstances 
ather honourable men would have acted equally 
■w<JL There are millions of heroes who have 
never had an opportunity. Loaded cannons can- 
not go off without the port-fire! Our experience Abnivcm«n 
' lis us that a brave man is uncommonly like an Anirhune. 
irab horse. Look at that animal in the stable, 
and he seems a very 'cow' in humility. Get on 
his back, touch him with the spur, and you then 
>i;t the war-horse full of life and action. You 
' miiot play tricks with him then; his blood is 
ii|j. The British Lion requires to be roused; till The EnriiA 

lion tlccpi UTI 

then he sleeps — but not unconscious of his powers. rou»ed. 
fhe hyaena, on the other hand, shows his teeth at 
everyone approaching his cage. You meet with 
glorious fellows of the Agamemnon type, men Gionoujiiien 

in tiuc amy, 

»*no are gentle, affable, and kind — men whom 
WL- know to have performed the noblest deeds, 
iiho are yet modest, quiet, and ever agreeable 
—Lord Chesterfields in society, Agamemnons in 
batde. The very type of the British soldier is 
found in such nobleness of heart and modesty of 
behaviour. Human beings with the 'hyana' 
;emperament are generally those whu have merely 
surface courage,' and have not the lion heart 
iiichard Cceur-de-Lion, requires a Saladin to be 
i antagonist, and we say with pride that we can 
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boast of tens of thousands of such soldiers, i 
regards /i£ar/, in our glorious British ann; 
"^ Where do we see a greater degree of real courag 
than in the humble uneducated private ? Mar 
liness or courage is given by our Maker ; 
like electricity, visible only when it gleams. * Th( 
nearer to nature, the nearer to truth,' is a hom«Jj 
adage. That mental fortitude comes readj 
burnished from the 'workshop' of creation. Th( 
poorest man may possess it All we require is 
prudence with it. What advantage did the French 
dash give them at Vimiera ? The 50th Regiment 
drove them back on the left, and the 97th did the 
Bnusaco, iSitt same on the right. At Busaco the steady charge 
of the 43rd and 52nd, just as the French arri\*ai' 
■ breathless, and begrimed with powder,' tended 
to decide the battle. Ney advanced with 25,000 
men on the British left. ' The shout of victory 
was already heard, when suddenly Crawfurd, " 
the 43rd and 52nd, springing out of a hoUoiP 
behind the highest part of a ridge, appeared 1 
the summit, and eighteen hundred bayonet 
sparkled on the crest of the hill. The head 1 
the French column instandy fired in vain. It « 
driven back. Renier's corps had routed ' 
Portuguese regiment, and carried the position, bt 
here Generals Leith and Picton brought up th 



CHAIN OF COHERENCE BETmnS Xrl^^TALS ITf 



5th and 88th R^^imeots, who ciiai^gcd 
lie enemy down die hiH'' 

At Linano, about fifteen mijes £nc9ea M!H23l s 1 
1 176, the ' Company of Deacdi.* c raWrvi? ■ g oc ocx^ 
men, charged and drove back the 
Hub was after die German cavalrr bsui 
Lombards give way. Thus 900 men ^« 
to the retreating and disfinied soydkrs by a 
dashing manoeuvre at die critical time. Berweec 
die minds of all mortals there seexrs to be a son 
of electric band or chain of coheiesce — a !--c r: 
fact, that holds humanit}' together. We have c& 
served that this universalit}' of mind ^j^^f-m^ to p^sr- 
meate the entire intellectual portion of narjre. 
When a sudden impulse seizes upon a body of mcii. 
who can say that this ver>' impulse is not the per- 
vading potenc)' of nature ? — and no legisiatioa no 
justice, no securit)* from harm, no considerations 
of the consequences, will hinder men from followii^ 
out such a passion to the utmost This is pnn^ed 
by all history, all previous knowledge of mankind 
There is the efflux and its opposite ; and these 
sudden derangements of the minds of multitudes, 
as in rebellions or revolutions, may be com- 
pared to similar changes in the weather. The 
Power that directs one has the other as securely 

* Alison, vol. viiL p. 329. 
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Ctialor'B 
Concurdltt 



in His omnipotent grasp ; and as the results t 
storm, after the cessation of the tumult of 
elements, are generally beneficial, so also is 
change that ever takes place after an outbreak 
revolution. So in all revolutions of the hun 
mind, the after results prove that all was sup 
vised and permitted for a good purpose. Wl 
thoughtful man, the student of history, can de 
the truth of this ? — 

• AH nature is but art unknown to thee, 
All chance, direction, which thou c.-uist not see. 
All discord harmony not understood, 
All partial evil, universal good.' 

Who can doubt for an instant that the Cr 
permits his agents to act in these cases so far 
He sees is good, for the end io be accompHshe 

' The great object of the Creator is the m 
tenance of the whole system of creation in oi 
and beauty, and this He is pleased to accomp 
not always by the concord, but by the 
discord, of the agents He employs.'' 

Amongst soldiers we have found many 
who are profound thinkers ; and although tl 
faulty education may not have stamped th 
conversations, or writings, with that philoso] 
power or eloquence that a deeper knowledge 

' ' Bridgewatet Treatises,' vol. i. p. 157. 



* SOLDIERS HAVE TO FACE DEATH 12/ 

Hterature might ensure, yet they have said enough 
^ and written enough to convince us that they have 
^ marked the direct hand of Providence in all 
s mundane affairs. It should be remembered too 
F Aat the profession of a soldier is of all others the Soidim have 

I to &ce death 

b most calculated to make one thoughtful, because snddcnij. 
:- in it everyone is liable to be brought face to face 
P with death at any time, quite irrespective of the 
ordinary risks that surround us mortals in this 
^ life. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Paucs caused by Shock to Sensitive Ncn-e— The real 
Success — Prudence and Daring Combined — Nelson 
— Albu era— Losses with Old and New Weapons 
Victory Justifies Risk, but no Men can afford lo Di 
— Even Saladin turned to Dust — Danger of DespisiiC 
Enemies instanced by Schatnyl, Frederick the Great, 
in the Balaclava Charge ; at Ferozeshah, Assa)'e, and Seenhdltl 
— Critical moments in Crimean Campaign, and in Retreat ' 
Chinhut on Luc know. 

When we endeavour to follow the human mio 
through its intricate ramifications, we move in I 
labyrinth of astonishment. Wc find a twiste 
web' ope cannot easily disentangle. And ] 
there is a certain sameness in all. which 
to prove the existence of the one all-powerful x 
guiding Mind, overlooking and constantly directilij 
the actions of men, just as it guides the moveraOl 
of the supernal or celestial bodies in the firmanW 
abave. It is then to tlie 'electric chain" alread 
mentioned that we attribute those sudden paiW 
that affect instantaneously large bodies of i 
The settsilive nerve of a dispirited anny is louche 
at one point, and, as by an electric shock, 
entire mass is penetrated. Hence it Is ' nerw 
we have to deal with on all occasions when i 



OUT-OF-THE-WAY DEVICE^ 1^9 

Meets man with weapons in his hands. Overcame 
lat nerve, and the weapon of defence seems fir 
be moment tp be utterly forgotten ; or how is :r 
hat strong, able-bodied men, in tens of thousands. 
ihen still unhurt will retire in utter confusicn ar.d 
Ssorder, or submit to be all taken priscr.trs r 
Napoleon knew the difficultj* of overconiir-j 







9ie British * nerve,' and the absolute nectssfr^- cf f^ 
musing the enthusiasm of the French soldiers ; b.: 
Wellington, relying upon it, felt that his a^r. 
mtrt not to be daunted by the impe:uGsi:y c: tr.-t 
Trench. The ' nerve of an armv ' mav be to-ch'rd 
fore either by actual loss of men or by son:^ 

Iden device that causes a moral effect. 

'In doubtful attacks by sea (and the oddi of r.„ /«- 
men to 320 comes within their descri;/tior* 
fio device can be too minute, even if appareniiy '"' 
absurd, provided it have the effect of divcrrir.^ 
the enemy's attention while you are concentratir.^ 
jTour own force. In this and other succeas^iis 
Against odds I have no hesitation in saying th^t 
Success, in no slight degree, depended on out-of- 
the-way devices, which the enemy, not susjyxtir.^. 
Were in some measure thrown off their guard.' * 
These are the words of a man who well under- 
stood human nature, and who overcame Spanib'j 

* Earl of Dundonald's capture of the Gamo frigate of 32 
guns. 

K 



130 



VICTOKIF.S AND DEFKATS ■ 



Ria of the 



ythtx to; 

batlle. 



' nerve ' with fourteen four-pounders and 54 
against twenty-two twelve-pounders, two 
pounders, and eight long eight-pounders, 
men. The Garno frigate's broadside \ 
pounds, and tonnage 600. The little Sp 
broadside was only twenty-eight pounds, 
tonnage 158. Our object then in battle 
be to husband the 'nerve' in our men,; 
as their strength. 

The roar of a caged lion will make a 

for impression on a nervous person ; but 
sportsman who has shot these animak 
will be quite unconcerned. A sudden dasll 
loud shouts, may strike young recruits wit 
but will be despised by the old soldier, 
latter know the value of steadiness and 
aims, and will not be too easily deprived 1 

«r self-possession. We should ever bear in 
battle that the men rushing at us are after 
flesh and blood. They may show a bol) 
but as they come closer and closer, so in tl 
proportion will their hope or despondency i 
as they see you unsteady or otherwise, 
pearance of your steady advance or bold 
compels an enemy to feel less and less hoj 
his power to defeat you. He becomes tea, 
more dubious as the distance diminishes t 
you, if your line remain firm and steadyi 






:t^.r:m.rfrT- C«: 



«_«ia 



^snt4. 



wn means c(»npared whr ibe ccigcarles tc^ be c\ier- 

ome,' which was the bases ct sZ E'jg:iene'5 s-jc- 

ess, win be found to hz\^ tiees. r::ne or less, the 

rcry basis of all success c-n the r.an of the nasi re- 

lowned commanders. Lord Ehiniona^d says that Lori 

Nelson's frequent injunctions were, ' Never mind Loni NcImq. 

manoeuvres, a/u\ijs ^o at tiuni .• ' but fn^m this 

«e must not conclude that Nelson was rash. The 

lame author says, he considered Nelson as being 

i*an embodiment of dashing courage, which would 

!tot take much trouble to circumvent an eneniv, 

jlut, being confronted with one, would regard 

^^ictory so much a matter of course as hardly to 

deem the chance of defeat worth consideration. 

This was, in fact, the case, for though the enemy's 

^hips, for the most part, were superior to ours in 

bufld, the discipline and seamanship of their crews 

Hrere in that day so inferior as to leave little room 

Tor doubt of victory on our part.' Again he says, 

' It has been remarked that Trafalgar was a rash rmfaiKar no 

sictiQn, and that had Nelson lost it and lived he 

i^ould have been brought to a court-martial, for 

he way in which the action was conducted. 

But such cavillers forget that from previcMis ex- 

)erience he had calculated both the nature and 

tmount of resistance to be expected ; such calcula- 

K 2 



13= 



VICTORIES AND DEFEATS 



Nelton made 
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I general plan 
I of operations. 



The chuacler 
or Nelson, by 

The nlue ol 
Ihe viclory at 
Trefaigar. 



tion forming as essential a part of his plan I 
attack as even his own means for making ] 
The result justified his expectations of vici 
which were not only well founded, but c£ria 
A more noble tribute to the character of i 
Nelson could hardly be found. He always i 
calculate beforehand. 

Nelson only tliought of his duty to his God,l 
his king, and to his country. 

' Like all great commanders, he took the utmost J 
pains to make all his officers thoroughly acquainted I 
beforehand with his general plan of operations;! 
but intrusted them with full dtscrciiojiary powers! 
in carrying them into execution. He possesstiJ 
the eagle eye, which at once discerns the fittini,' 
movement, and the capacity for skilful combina- j 
tion, which brings every power at his disposal I 
simultaneously and decisively into action.' 

'Bold in conception, cautious in combination, J 
firm in execution, cool in danger, he was the n 
profound and intrepid of leaders.' ' Alu 
assures us that Napoleon calculated that i 
ships of the line (with their guns and complei 
of men complete) corresponded, at sea, to an a 
of 120,000 men on land.' By this standard \ 
twenty-five ships rendered useless must,! 
Alison says, be considered equivalent to a Vicj 



' Alison, vol, vi. p. 59. 



' Jbid. p, 60. 



BATTLE OF ALBUERA 1 33 

rhere 90,000 men out of 1 20,000 were destroyed. 
The total loss at Trafalgar was 1,690 men, at 
Vaterloo nearly 9,000, at Talavera 5,000 out of ^ 
9,000, at Albuera 4,500 out of 7,500, and at 
Sadajos 4,000 out of 16,000.* 
At the glorious battle of Albuera, 181 1, when Bitticoi 

. . Alboera, 

the Spaniards were driven back in confusion, ««««• 
Beresford ordered up the British di\nsions from 
the centre. General Stewart was in the act of 
charging, when they were attacked by two regi- 
ments of Hussars and one of Polish Lancers. 
• The BuflFs, 66th, and 2nd battalion 48th, were Buffs arc 
instantly pierced in many different quarters by the by masses of 
Lancers from behind, and almost all slain on the 
spot or driven forward into the enemy's line and 
made prisoners.'^ 

After Colonel Hardinge had ordered up Cole's 
Division, it was met by a terrific fire from Gerard's 
infantry, ' and the whole brigade, staggered by the 
iron tempest, reeled like a sinking ship.' 

'Suddenly recovering, however,' says Colonel Napier's 

1 • • f brilliant 

Napier, ' they closed on their terrible enemy ; and description oi 

the battle of 

then was seen with what strength and majesty the Albuera. 
British soldier fights. In vain Soult, by voice 
md gesture, tried to animate his Frenchmen. In 
/ain did the hardiest veterans, extricating thcm- 
jelves from the crowded column, sacrifice their 

* Alison, vol. vi. p. 61. ^ Ibid, vol. ix. p. 143. 
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Col. Napier Hves to gain time and space for the mass to opai 

on Albuera. 

1811. out on such a fair field. In vain did the mass 

itself bear up, and fiercely striving, fire indiscrimi- 
nately on friends and foes, while the horsemen, 
hovering on the flanks, threatened to charge the 
advancing line. Nothing could stop that aston- 
ishing infantry. No sudden burst of undisciplined ; 
valour, no nervous enthusiasm, weakened the 
stability of their order ; their flashing eyes were 
bent on the dark columns in their front; their 
measured tread shook the ground ; their dreadful 
volleys swept away the head of every formation; 
their deafening shouts overpowered the dissonant 
cries that broke from all parts of the tumultuous 
crowd, as foot by foot, and with a horrid carnage, 
it was driven, by the incessant vigour of the 
attack, to the furthest edge of the hill. In vain 
did the French reserves, joining with the struggling 
multitude, endeavour to sustain the fight; their 
efforts only increased the irremediable confusion, 
and the mighty mass at length giving way, like a 
loosened cliff, went headlong down the steep: 
the rain flowed after in streams discoloured with 
blood ; and eighteen hundred unwounded men 
— the remnant of six thousand unconquerable 
British soldiers — stood triumphant on the fatal 
hill.' 1 

* * Peninsular War/ vol. iii. p. 1 70. 



LOSS WITH THE BROWN BESS AND NEW RIFLE 1 35 

In four hours the French lost 8,000, and the Loss at 
British 4,300. The British, therefore, killed more 
than their own total number. After the battle of 
Albuera, 'When the Buffs were called together, 
^ only three privates and ofie drummer answered the 
toll call, though great numbers, who had been made 
r prisoners, and escaped in the confusion, joined 
during the night and next day/^ If Brown Bess what might 
look four hours to kill 8,000 men, what could not be (by compari- 
done m fifteen mmutes with the new rifle r A line new rifle in 
of 50,000 men might have 7,500,000 bullets in the 
air in a quarter of an hour at ten shots a minute, 
Or 3,750,000 bullets, at five shots per minute. 
Now 7,500 men firing one shot in two minutes 
gives 56,250 bullets fired in a quarter of an hour. 
But it was for four hours, or sixteen times 56,250, 
or 900,000, or a little more than 1 1 2 bullets ex- 
pended to one man killed. Then 3,750,000 give, 
at 1 12 for each man, a sum of 66,954, as killed by 
7,500 men in a quarter of an hour. It is well to 
consider this matter, because there cannot be a 
doubt that our good marksmen would kill far 
more than one man in 1 12 shots. Again, if 7,500 
men could kill 66,964 men in fifteen minutes, what 
s sixteen times that number — i.e. for four hours ? 
t makes the enormous sum of 1,071,424. 

Now the battles of Plassey under CHve, of 

* Alison, vol. ix. p. 147. 
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the body as the mainspring to the watch. A mar 
who judges his enemy by his stature, and respects 
or fears him accordingly, is like a child who 
prefers the large silver turnip to the small gold 
repeater ! The purest and most precious diamond 
in the world may have been wrapt in filthy rags 
in the most loathsome lazaretto. The most 
gorgeous butterfly only starts into its new and 
beauteous existence when it has burst the trammds 
of its unsightly chrysalis. Omnipotence may 
place an immortal spirit as the fleeting tenant of 
an earthy tenement which possesses the manly and 
symmetrical proportions of an Apollo Belvidere, 
an Achilles, or an Agamemnon ; but He may also 
confine a spirit as noble and as proud within the 
ungainly and unprepossessing exterior of a dwarfish 
hunchback. No man ever lived who was so 
powerful that he could despise other human beings 
with impunity. God will not permit His noblest 
work to be treated with contempt by poor, helpless 
man. Every contemplative mind possesses its 
own inward and special herald, to proclaim per 
petually that dissolution is certain ; and just a 
the famous warrior s crier bore his noble master 
* winding sheet ' through the streets of Damascus, 
is constantly announcing, even to the mightiest c 
commanders, that * This is a// that remains t 
the mighty Saladin, the conqueror of the East 



THE SAFEST WAY OF JUDGING MEN 1 37 

is. Our Indian commanders have ever had 
meet vast odds. Look at Rose, Havelock, 

>lin Campbell, Lake, Ch've, and a thousand 

hers ! It all depends on skilful preparations, and au depends 
proper confidence in the soldiers, accompanied prepamtioiis, 

y a just appreciation of the strength and quality 

f the foes we have to deal with. 
A portly John Bull is far too prone to esti- John Ban too 

*^ * prone to jud^ 

nate his enemy's capabilities or courage by the ©f* man by 

rotundity of his own body, or the length of his own 
legs, rather thin by calmly weighing the capacity 

of his adversary's brain. Often we hear a huge 
Ignorant fellow talking of 'those insignificant 
litde Frenchmen,' and pointing out a lank Guards- 
man, as a person * who would put half-a-dozen 
such pigmies to flight' Such critics are generally 
persons who have never seen any actual service, — 
who have not felt what it is to come face to face 
with a line of men with loaded muskets or rifles. 
They forget that a bullet makes no distinction 
between a giant and a dwarf, only that the giant 
opposes a larger target for the bullet to hit. By The safest way 

t , , of judging of 

'ookinfif then to the minds, and not the bodies of ^^^* >* ^'^' 

*^ their minds. 

^en, we are bound to acknowledge the wisdom of 
^t Being who bestowed intelligence on other 
^tions as well as on the British ; and remembering 
^^is, we should naturally learn not to despise even 
^^e most abject-looking enemy. The mind is to 
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discreetly than others) and who think that war 
does not confine itself to that measure on which 
jnen may wish to meddle with it Such men too 
will meet with the fewest failures, because they 
are not elated by confiding in their military 
success.' The Duke of Marlborough 'never 
fought a battle that he did not gain, and never 
besieged a fortress that he did not take. He 
possessed the coolest head, and the warmest 
heart of his time.' 

Let us then be prepared for the worst, but let 
us never despise our enemies. To be prepared is i 
to have a ' cool head,' and resources in reserve 
To despise our foes, is to be blinded by arrogance 
to such a degree as to forget that we ourselves 
are only men, and then it is that we approach 
other mortals rashly and unguardedly, instead of 
cautiously and with circumspection. 

' Frequently too has the less number, through 
being afraid, more successfully repelled the more 
numerous, through their being unprepared, in 
consequence of contempt.' ^ When Marchmount 
Pacha retired from Napoli to Corinth, Colcotroni, 
with a mere handful of men, attacked and defeated 
20,000 of the Turks, slaughtering no less than 
5,000 of them. The Turks lost 25,000 men in the 
second campaign in the Morea. Marco Botzaris. 

* Archidamus, King of the I^cedrcmonians. 



SCHAMVL THE CIRCASSIAN 141 

who commanded the Greeks at Crionero, having Marco 
made a forced march with only 2,000 men, at- defeats 

Mostapha. 

tacked Mustapha at the head of 20,000 Turks. His 
confidence as to the result of that night attack was 
so great that he said, * If you lose sight of me 
during the combat, seek me in the Pacha's tent ! ' 
He sounded a bugle, as soon as he reached the 
centre, upon which the Turks were seized with a 
panic, and fled. 
Schamyl, the brave Circassian, is a noble ex- schamyi, 

iri 11 1111 • ^^ Circa wiaiij 

ample of what a really bold but cautious man can 
do by merely watching for the critical moment 
His gallant and devoted followers were always kept 
* well in hand,' but the instant they were hurled at 
the foe, they rushed on like lions. Thus it was 
that this gallant commander performed prodigies 
of valour, and, with a mere handful of determined 
men, was generally victorious. He never made a 
dash till the proper time, but commencing with 
a full confidence that he would succeed, he 
could see on to the end of the action. At one 
time, when, attacked in front and rear simul- 
taneously, he was obliged to face two armies at 
the same time, he charged a Russian square, and 
threw it into utter disorder. Again we see the 
brave Schamyl swooping down with his sturdy 
mountaineers upon the lethargic Russians who 
are intoxicated with some trivial success. The 



defeats a 

Russian 

square. 
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bold Circassian comes not in a lUtless. apathf 
manner, but like a thunderbolt, and cuts them 
pieces. Or, observe him surrounded by a host 
enemies elated with their seeming certainty 
success ; unwise enough to despise such a foe 
such a time, they are consequently less energetit 
their further endeavours to secure what they flat 
themselves is an easy victory quite within tli 
grasp. As they abate their efforts, Schaa 
flashing past like a meteor darts suddenly do 
upon the now bewildered Russians, and they 
panic-stricken before the very man they had 
recently looked upon with contempt, and couni 
— too soon — a feeble or already prostrate foe 
Batiie of At TaEfliacozzo on Autnist 2^, 1268, Chai 

TBglmcoiio, *^ fa J ■ 

1268. of Anjou defeated Conradin, by charpng with 

reserve when the enemy were dispersed 
pursuit of two divisions that had given way. 
Marengo, the Austrian general Melas was actui 
writing a report of his victory at the very momi 
that Kellermann's cavalry was carrying all bd 
them. Melas was so astonished that it was long 
fore he would believe that his army was beat 

rt«dtricitthe Exactly the same occurred to Frederick the Gi 

Great It 

Kunncndorf. at Kunncrsdorf. ' Half the Russian guns w 
taken. The king sent off a courier to Bei 
with two lines announcing a victory." ' But 
' Macaulay'a ' Essay on Frederick the Great. 



CYRUS DEFEATS THE PERSIANS 1 43 

>sians were stubborn, and the Prussians were 

lausted, and gave way ; then the * terror b^;an 

>pread from man to man.' The second despatch 

s very different from the first Frederick now 

•ote 'Send the archives to Potsdam. The 

ivn may make terms with the enemy.' 

At the battle of Cowpens, December 1 7, 1 780, Battle of 

Dionel Tarlton * pierced the American regulars/ 1780. 

den they suddenly rallied and checked 

eir pursuers. General Morgan thus won a 

ctory, and killed 400 out of 900 of Tarlton s 

»rce. It is wonderful to observe how litde 

lings change the tide of battle ; how frequently 

very few fresh men, properly led, have gained a 

ictory. When Cyrus saw his Greeks were vie- Cyrnsdcfaiis 

the Persians. 

)rious, he was not enticed thereby into a straggling 

ursuit ; but keeping a band of 600 cavalry drawn 

p in close order, he waited for what might happen. 

uddenly he observed that the Persian king, in 

le centre of the army, wheeled round to take the 

ursuing Greeks in reavy intending to cut them 

► pieces. Then it was that Cyrus charged with his 

)0 horsemen and put the bewildered Persians to 

ght. 

The Persians were handed equally as roughly 

' another great commander. 

* While Alexander thus met and baffled all the Alexander 

defeats the 

nking attacks of the enemy with troops brought i^c^ians. 



King Brucius 
defeats King 



Bnffade at 
Balactsva. 



144 VICTORIES AND DEFEATS 

up from his second line, he kept his own Hon 
guards and the rest of the front line frisk, ai 
ready to take advantage of the first opportunity' 
striking a decisive blow. This soon came: al^ 
body of horse, who were posted on the Persn 
left wing, nearest the centre, quitted their s 
and rode off to help their comrades in the fi^ 
that was still going on at the extreme right 
Alexander's wing, against the detachments fK 
his second Hne. Alexander instandy charp 
with his guard and all tlie cavalry of his wing.' 
Darius fled because his ' nerve ' utterly failed bin 
King Alpin of the Scots, with an army supai 
in military skill, was defeated by Brudus, king' 
the Picts. Brudus made all his ' attendants, nB 
and female, assemble and show themselves at 
distance as a powerful reinforcement coming I 
the Picts,' and the Scots, on seeing them, wfl 
seized with a panic, and fled ! We ask doesti 
not all prove the mere test of nerve ? So in 
siege when an enemy advances close enough I 
you to see his eye, then is the time to test t 
nerve. The history of the Indian Mutiny of 18 
is full of cases where victory was won by prudeo 
and boldness combined. Again the ' Hei' 
Brigade ' at Balaclava, after tremendous efforts 
break the Russian masses, was only saved by 

' E S. Creasy, vol. i. p. 141. 



HOW WELLINGTON CROSSED THE DOURO 1 45 

reil-timedy but resolute, chaige of the First 
)ragoon Guards and the Inniskillings. This 
liarge was successful because it was sharp, and 
rell directed. A few fresh men, in fact, dashed 
iddenly at the Russians who had wheeled rapidly 
>und in an attempt to surround and crush the 
cotch Greys. We must recollect that the 
Lussian cavalry had previously swept down upon 
or Greys and Lancers ; the terrific shock had 
een met and resisted, and then came the * critical 
loment' One grand and simultaneous dash of 
»ur splendid Dragoon Guards and Inniskillings 
x>ncluded the affair. Men who sweep down in 
ull hope of carrying all before them are dread- 
'idly crest-fallen when chained by a body of 
Bresh troops coming from an unexpected quarter. 
Wellington was enabled to cross the Douro in the ifw tu 
race of the French army simply because the enemy weiiiagum 
in their anxiety to reach the threatened point i>c«fo. 
rushed out of Oporto perfectly regardless of all 
order. A panic may seize the bravest ; even 
victorious troops will bolt away, often in op[x>site 
directions. Such are the absurdities and chances 
in war. 
The * nerve ' once shaken, man forgets he is opcwfioM f/n 

---- . - the UMA^t 'A 

a man. When nerve is preserved, almost any- the Mfr/iit-rr. 
thing reasonable can be done in battle. During 
the military operations on the Mediterranean 

L 
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cxjast, when the Grenadiers and Inniskillings a 
bathing, a troop of scampering buffaloes cause 
laughable but temporary commotion. A 
officer iiaving reported that ' the French cava 
were coming down,' the steady men of ' Cd 
brawny brigade rushed out of the sea, i 
throwing their belts over their shoulders, grasj 
their muskets and drew up in Itne with( 
attempting to put on a stitch of clothing ! 
proves what ' presence of mind ' — only anotl 
term for nerve — the British soldier possesses 
the emergency. At the batde of Yarmouk, 6 
the Saracen women belaboured their husban 
and forced them to return three successive t: 
the charge. The Saracen commanders told tl 
men that ' Paradise was before them, and 
devil and hell-fire were behind.* Yet Abu Soi 
(one of the leaders who used these encourag 
words) was himself forced to retreat, and 1 
saluted by one of the women with a blow in 
face, administered with a tent-pole, for 
cowardice. Had the Greeks known that 
Saracens required this cudgelling from the 1 
to keep them up in front, they would 
have let such men win a victory over th< 
Abdula Ebin Kort says, ' Although some (rf 
Saracen generals fought desperately, yet after 
they would have been beaten but for the wotnet 
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: Saracen leaders lived as far back as the 
, it is possible that this incident may have 
rise to the expression that wives are the 
' halves ! ' 

the battle of Ferozeshah, a Seik chieftain ^""K^f u 

ommand of an immense force of cavalry did 

: bring a single horseman into action, because 

If supposed the retrograde movement of our guns 

ds Ferozepore was a trick to outflank him. 

3 batde of Assaye, the 74th was placed in a Batdeof 

Assaye, 74U1 

t perilous position. When the enemy'sj sabres >» a p*riiini» 
: crossing the bayonets of the 74th, Colonel 
well charged at the head of a little band of 
itish cavalry- ' and down went the Mahrattas 
f hundreds, and the 74th rallied, re-formed, and 
The promptitude of that grand 
2 saved the 74th. though the regiment lost 
■ely; one company went into action with one 
and fifty men, but in the evening only 
■ rank and file survived. Here we would say Speech of 

' Pericles. 

Pericles, ' I am more afraid of our own 
[Stakes than of the enemy's plans." 

t the charge of Setabuldec Lieutenant J. B. s^"bu,jj 
rsey saved our force. This young officer \l''^^h ^' 
iing that the enemy's guns at one flank would 
IBuredly interfere with a charge of cavalry that 
I intended for the other flank, asked permission. 

. weak troop of sixty native horsemen, to 



148 



VICTORIES AND DEFEATS 



dash at the enemy. He was permitted to do i 
and he rode right at the gxms and captured then 
The other charge having failed, he then, to cov* 
the repulse, opened fire with his captured guB 
and threw the victorious body of natives int 
confusion. This young officer was cut dowi 
by the subadar who commanded the gTins, ao^ 
was left on the field for six hours. Afterward^ 
fainting from loss of blood, his body was placed 
amongst the siaifi ready for Interment the follow- 
ing morning ; but he was rescued and lived to bc 
a distinguished general in the Company's Indian 
Army. Here were prudence and dash both com*, 
bined. 

uctst At Inkerman. Bosquet with his Chasseurs anJ 

™*"' Zouaves took advantage of the 'critical momentt' 

and converted a probable defeat into a victorjl 

Dr. Russell tells us, on the authority of a Russia 

officer, that If our army had moved on the 25^ 

(after the battle of Alma) to Baksi Serai, 

Russell'! should have found ' the whole Russian army in 

irtof""* state of complete demoralization, and that if w 

^'X" ' had advanced directly on Sebastopol the tow 

(after a slight show of resistance) would hav 

surrendered.' Russell seems to have 

sidered that the auspicious moment had been A\i 

regarded, as he adds : ' To rush into an enemy 

territories, to fight such a battle, to repulse su( 
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^BXJSSEI 

^Bnmense force, was the precursor of a long 
Wgt, of bloody battles and great losses.' Time 
oay tell who was right The obstacles to be en- 
:ountered, and tlie great risks that must necessarily 
have been run to do as the Russian officer had 
suggested are the points to be considered. 
\Vith ail due deference to the opinions of Dr. g 
Russell, we think that the advance then on Sebas- <> 
'■■\io\ would have been a grave error. The ' long 
-.■I'^e,' the 'bloody battles,* and the 'great losses," 
all go to prove the stubborn character of the foe. 
To have gone right at the tremendous defences 
immediately after the battle of Alma migiit have 
brought our jaded, but triumphant, army, face to 
face with tens of thousands of fresh men, who would 
very probably have rallied those who had been 
in action, and have made more than a slight show 
of resistance. It might have ended in a most 
dreadful repulse ; and this we have a full right 
to infer from the desperate determination of tlie 
Russians in all tlie after engagements. The 
enemy was not shaken to the fullest degree. A 1 
portion only of the army had been defeated ; and 
who can tell that the retreat was not ordered 
as a mere feint just to tempt our commanders to 
hurl partially worn-out men upon others in a strong 
position calmly awaiting the attack ? If the whole 
Army of .Sebastopol had been routed, and utterly 
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demoralized, then perhaps the onward movement 

might have been successful. But there was a 

Chinhut fine army intrenched inside, and certainly not so 

Lucknow, * shaken ' as to give in quiedy, or indeed without a 

most terrific struggle. After the disastrous 
retreat at Chinhut, (Lucknow, June 30, 1857), 
the garrison did not quietly surrender. The 
enemy came up with our poor fellows in retreat, 
but lost immensely in endeavouring to take die 
place at once JDy assault They were repulsed 
at every point over a space of about one mile and 
a quarter, along a front of irregular form, re- J 
entering at some parts, salient in others. Had , 

■ 

our whole force, however, been defeated at , 
Chinhut, the panic and demoralisation might have 
been so great as to allow the rebels to have forced 
their way into the * presidency Position ' along 
with the retiring mass of our troops. 



ER vn. 

K«uccc3sfu1 when employed with 
^ easily turned; instanced at 
t Coninna, Friedland— Critical 
), Naseby, Monengo, Jena, 
If disaster — Dara and Arungzebc, 
f new under the Sun— Even the 
I )00 years ago — Strange Blindness of 
lue of tliis weapon. 

' Decisive and energetic Enc^etic 



lught us very near destruction.' 
5 of Sir Henry Lawrence allude to 
tdvantage of the ' critical time.' He 
i not the man to want in energy, 
Licknow by his decision. It was only 
"ciiort that he was induced to let the 
proceed to Chinhut, where some im- 
es of the enemy were ready to over- 
ittle band of the brave soldiers of the 
ent Individuals of the highest repute ■* com- 

° "^ nuiider'!; plans 

Lvs be relied on when giving their •houUbe 

' o e> known to be 

matters relative to war, if they are «ri''««!«i- 
quaintcd with the motives of com- 

' Sir Heniy 
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manders. They cannot be accepted as perft 
authorities. Though meaning well, their optnii 
may be erroneous, because they cannot know i 
thousand and one obstacles that may hai 
prevented a general from doing what othi 
thought feasible, or ' on the cards.' We oursel\ 
were quite satisfied with the results of Alma, ai 
after such a victory we could well afford to let o 
men rest A repulse from Sebastopol would hai 
injured the 'nerve' of our magnificent soldii 
injured the who felt such Confidence after their success. Ni 

■ 'nerve' of cmt 

t "len. t}jat they were less confident before the battll 

but after it they had full proof of their prowess. 
Waterloo. Whcn we think of the 'critical moments' 

chnrec of the battles, let us not forget Waterloo. The Freni 
Cuirassiers, all splendid men, were theterrorof 
field up to the time they found that they wei 
unable, in spite of their impetuosity, to penetr 
a single British square. They had, hown 
driven back our ' Light Cavalry' and the Germa 
Legion ; it was when they met our huge Lil 
Guards, Oxford Blues, and Greys, that ihey faiii 
gave way under the shock, and were literall 
ridden down. The French Cuirassiers had, ho* 
ever, galloped all over the field before they mt 
these fresh men of their own size. There is t 
doubt that the bodily strength of the BriB! 
cavalry 'was pre-eminent in the hand to 1 
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truggle,' yet, in mere justice to the French, it French 
nust be said, that, a body of fresh cavalry, 
:harging headlong against jaded horsemen, has an 
obvious advantage. A very similar case this to The Hoi^ 
that of the Heavy Brigade at Balaclava. Fresh BaiaciaU. 
men hurled at noble fellows who have come over 
much ground already, must be successful. At 
Waterloo, when Ponsonby was killed, and four- 
fifths of the cavalry brigade had fallen, Vandeleur s 
horse charged the French in flank, and drove 
Jaquenots light cavalry back with great slaughter.^ 
The Hanoverian battalion of Kilmansegge's 
Brigade, when in hot pursuit, was suddenly Miihaud's 
attacked by Milhaud's cuirassiers, and was almost defeated by 
destroyed, when Lord Somerset s brigade of Life Somerset's 

n -x t r^ brigade. 

Guards, Royal Horse Guards, and ist Dragoon 
Guards, bore down upon the cuirassiers and 
defeated them.^ 12,000 French horse filled up ^ 
the whole open space' between La Haye Sainte 
and Hougomont * The first line was composed 
of cuirassiers in burnished steel ; in the second 
Kne were the red lancers of the guard in brilliant 
uniform ; in the third, the chasseurs of the guard, 
m rich furred costume of green and gold, with 
hlack bear-skin shakos on their heads.' ^ 
*The gunners issued forth from our squares, ^'^["^100*^ 

* Alison, vol. xii. p. 247. • Ibid, 

3 Ibid, p. 249. 
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quickly reloaded their pieces, and sent a desi 
tive storm of grape after the retiring squadi 
Then were the British cavalry let loose in pui 
and hurled the assailing columns in confusion 
the bottom of the slope.' The Duke of Weilii 
ton said, ' Stand fast, 95th, we must notbebeaK 
What would they say of us in England ?' ' Nei 
fear, sir,' replied the men of the heroic 95th, 
know our c^itiy.' The gunners at Waterloo al' 
dismounted the rear wheel of each gun befc 
running into our squares, so that the Fi 
cavalry had no chance of carrying off our canni 
Niipoicon Alison points out ' the imprudent use 

UEishis ' , ' 

I ■cavalry too (Napolcon) made of nearly his whole cavalrj' in a 
desperate strife during the middle of the anioHi 
whereby it became, notwithstanding its greai 
numerical strength, so diminished in numbeR. 
depressed in spirit, and worn out by fatigue, that 
it was unable to oppose any effectual resistance to 
the incursion of the British horse, in part com- 
paratively fresh at the close of the day.' ' 

Before the Prussians arrived on the field O" 
Waterloo. 37.000 of the British and the Kini;'* 
German Legion, — with the Hanoverians, in a" 
5 2,000,— faced 80,000 French veteran troops fof 
above five hours.^ 

The British army at Waterloo was 67,000 ni<!ii 
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nd 156 guns. Of these only 15,181 infantry, 
^,843 cavalry, and 2,967 artillery, or a total of 
23,991, were actually British troops. 

The French had 252 guns, and 80,000 vete- 
rans, the very flower of their army ; of these 
15,000 were most magnificent horsemen. The a4.a» British 

stand up 

fact that 24,000 Stood for five long hours be- ^n^so^ooo 

French. 

fore 80,000 French, will prove what our men 
can do. What odds might not 100,000 British 
soldiers face ? 

At Salamanca (18 12), the French drove off Salamanca, 
Pack's Portuguese, and thus threw Cole's and 
Leith's Divisions into disorder. This was the 
crisis of the batde. Clausel pursued, but Beres- 
fwd checked him with a brigade of the 5th 
Division, whilst Wellington ordered up Clinton's 
Division from the rear, and * their charge upon the 
enemy, already somewhat disordered by success, 
proved entirely successful.' ^ 

*The allied host righting itself like a gallant' 
ship after a sudden gust of wind, again bore 
onward in blood and gloom. For though the air, 
purified by the storm of the night, was peculiarly 
dear, one vast cloud of smoke and dust rolled along 
^e basin, and within it was the battle with all the 
sights and sounds of terror.'^ 

* Alison, vol. ix. p. 246. 

* Napier, Pen. War, vol. iv. p. 272. 



vTorreiVedrafa 



156 VICTORIlilS AND DEFEATS 

The loss of the allies was 5,200, of whom 3,1; 
were British, 2,018 Portuguese, and only eigl 
Spanish. The French lost 7.000, but includic 
prisoners, about 14,000. Clausel in the retrea 
got over forty miles in a Httle more than twelv 
hours. What a pace he must have gone at! A 
La Serna the French rear-guard was attacked bj 
Bock's Germans and Anson's brigade of EngUsl 
dragoons, who broke three French, squares, om 
after the otlier, and sabred or made all prisoneis 
Such was the deep depression of the enemy. 

The catastrophe to the first square caused the 
'nerve" of the men in the second to be utteriy 
shaken, while the fugitives from the first 
second made the third square waver. In thesi 
charges the loss of the Germans was only 100 men' 
There are times, as in this case, when an enem; 
in retreat may be closely pressed, yet it canM 
always be done. Massena ' paused at the sight 
the formidable barrier ' of Torres Vedras ; ai 
when he retreated, Wellington 'did not press Ks 
rear-guard with any great force.' ' Nor 
Wellington attack Massena when he halted at ihC 
strong position called Santarem, as it could not be 
done ' without immense loss.' ^ Here was cautiol 

' Alison, vol. ix. p. 341. 
* Ibid. p. III. » Ibid. 
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md, with the fury of a tempest, driving before them, 
like foam before the waves, the Russian chasseur 
of the guard, and several regiments of cavalr)- aiK 
Cossacks, who were placed in advance. Soiw 
regiments of militia, stationed on the low groun 
near the Alle, also broke and fled towards tht 
bridges, spreading alarm and confusion ihrougt 
the whole rear of the enemy.' Ney's advanca 
guards were already close to Friedland, when 
Russian Imperial Guard was ordered to advance 
' Immediately these noble troops rushed fonran 
with fixed bayonets, not in compact order, ba 
with such vigour that the leading divisions <i 
Ney's corps, assailed in front and flank, 
pierced through, trodden down, and driven badt 
with prodigious slaughter. As they hurried onil 
pursuit of Ney, they came upon the reserve unda 
Victor, which had advanced to his support, an 
one of his divisions, under Dupont, charged thea 
so opportunely in flank, while disordered 1^ I 
vehemence of their pursuit, that they were intk 
turn repulsed to the edge of the town.' ' Hi 

iLsiakcs. Ney made a mistake which the Russians 

copied in the same action. Two divisions of 
Russians actually fought their way from the I 
to the bridge, which they found broken, whereupH 
they attacked the French, and gloriously cut 
' A'ison. vol. vii, pp. 3.,, 35. 
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ly clean through the streets of Friedland, 
ough the place was defended by both Ney s and 
ictor s triumphant troops. 
It seems wonderful how men allow such gross 
nistakes to occur. If the Russians could all have 
done what these two divisions in desperation 
accomplished, the tide might have again changed 
in their favour ; but men seized by a panic lose '^* f*^^^* ^^ 

' *^ a pania 

* nerve,' and fear for the moment removes all 
obstacles from the human being s mind. Thou- 
sands of battles have been lost, which would have 
been certain victories had the defeated men fought 
half as well, or as stubbornly, before they retired 
as they did, in desperation, immediately after- 
wards. But once the enemy sees the back of his 
foe he takes heart, and he is harder to conquer 
then than before he knows he is winning ; although 
something new, such as a sudden check from fresh 
men, as in the above cases, may often on the 
instant turn the day. In the account of the battle 
of Alarcos, 1195, we find again how rashness Battle of 

Alarcos, 1195* 

2ind impetuosity will lead to defeat even in the 
very moment of victory. It will there be seen 
how men in hot pursuit often forget that the 
retiring army may suddenly halt and make a 
desperate stand. We read that ' a column of 
^valry, consisting of not less than 7,000 horse, 
commenced the battle. The riders, as well as the 
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horses, were covered with defences of iron ; d 
breastplates, cuirasses, and helmets of the cavalii 
shone glittering in tlie sun. They came thunderii 
onwards, their steel panoply guarding them Era 
every harm, and, with a fearful clangour, thi 
their impetuous force upon the Moslem ranks 
After three successive charges, the ' Christi»a 
broke and disordered the Moslems,' and in 
pursuit 'a fearful carnage ensued.' But at 
critical moment, Abdulla-ben-Senanid, at the ll 
of his Andalusian Moors, charged the ChiistJa 
cavalry under the immediate command of 
fonso the Eighth, and threw them into irremediabll 
confusion. The tide of the battle had now tumel 
and the Christians, In their turn fled, and 
pursued with terrific slaughter. These 
included io,ooo cavaliers, the flower of AlffflBC' 
army, who had sworn by their crosses, never % 
turn their backs as long as one man among diBi 
remained alive. ' This was fulfilled to the 
remarks the Mohammedan historian ; so we 
safely infer that not a single cavalier escafO 
Doubtless, the Christians spreading out in i 
hasty pursuit had no time to regain order and 0( 
pactness before they were furiously charged byi 
full weight of the fresh Andalusian horse. H( 
again we find the victors vanquished by indul^ 
in a mad, headlong pursuit, regardless of all 
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>line. There is little doubt that if, after he 

id driven the left wing of the Parliamentary 

•my in disorder through the streets of Naseby, Battle of 

'rince Rupert had at once galloped back to 

3m the ' King's reserve/ the final charge of 

Zromweirs ' iron-troopers ' would not have so 

sasily turned the day ; because, notwithstanding 

:he utmost efforts of Fairfax and Skippon, the 

' Roundheads ' were * faltering.' ' The whole 

Eate of the day depended upon which side should 

first see its cavalry return.' Cromwell first broke CromwcU 

defeats the 

the Royal Horse, under Sir Marmaduke Lang- Koyai Home, 
dale, and then returned, after his success, to charge 
the Royalists on the flank. 

The 'critical moment' that decided the battle Dcssaixat 

of Marengo, was when Dessaix saw the crowd "^ 

of Victor's division in full retreat, with Napoleon 
Wmself at their head. Dessaix said to Napoleon, 
' The battle is lost ; I suppose I can do no more 
than secure your retreat ? ' It must be remembered 
that this force under Dessaix was then Napoleon's 
Jast reserve, yet that great commander replied, * By Dessaix's 

, , orders from 

Ho means ; the battle is, I trust, gamed : push NaiKiieon. 
forward your column.' This order was instantly 
obeyed, and the Austrians, wearied by a too rapid 
Pursuit of the French, were at once driven back in 
'onfusion. 
The fierce and well-timed assault of the French ^"'^^ »* 

Jena. 
M 
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cavalry and cuirassiers, under Murat, 
cided the terrible battle of Jena. The battlt 
Borodino proves that fresh troops can do wonc 
if only advanced at the proper moment. Ki 
soff, finding his left wing giving way aftei 
combat of three hours, drove back the French 
charging with his reserve cavalry and grenadil 
In 1796 Napoleon retook Lonato by chaigi 
' with a column of infantry upon his (Qua 
donovich's) centre when extending themsel 
towards Salo. Lonato was taken by assa 
and the Austrian army cut asunder, be 
weakened by extending its wings.'' At Turcoi 
West Flanders, in 1794, the Duke of York 
saved himself by the fleetness of his horse, 
the Allies lost 3.000 men and 60 pieces of 
by dividing their forces into six columns, by 
the French 'had the advantage of numbers 
point of attack.'' 

At the battle of Fleurus 1794, the Imp< 
adhering to their system of attacking the 
at all points, broke up their army inl 
columns. In the centre at the great 1 
of Fleurus. ' the French cavalry under 1 
made a furious charge upon the Imperial ii 
overthrew them, and captured fifty pii 

' Alison, vol. iii. pp, ago, 191. 
* JM. pp. 139, 140. 
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but being disordered by their rapid 

i they were immediately after attacked by 

istrian cuirassiers, who not only retook the 

I artillery, but routed the victors, and drove 

ack in confusion upon their own hnes,'* 

ien Napoleon was making his dispositions 

; in mass at Jena with above 100,000 men. 

fcike of Brunswick on the other hand divided : 

is, and while Hohenlohe was left in posi- 
bith 40,000 men at Jena as a rear-guard of 
ny, the principal body, with the king at its 
I moving at daylight for Suiza, arrived at 
on the heights of Auberstadt." 
Rio Seco. 1808, Cuesta drew up his troops t 
k> lines, a mile and a half from each other ! 
I the force under Blake was overpowered by 
ish of the French, Cuesta came upon them, 
Ste still in some disorder from the pursuit of 
(lake's troops, overthrew them and took four guns, 
lut while the Spanish troops were in full cry after 
lie French, they were themselves charged by no 
^^ than 12,000 of the Imperial Guard (cavalry), 
: defeated, so that a mere massacre and rout 
Liis the result." At Salamanca. 1812. Wellington s 
aw the mistake made by Thomieres and ClauscI, 
p'ho by advancing too rapidly made a chasm 



' Alison, vol. iii. p. 144. 
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between their own divisions and that of Botu 
This was exacUy the same error as that perpetra 
by the Russian centre at Austerlitz, in perfot 
a similar flank movement in the presence of I 
active enemy. The Duke (at Salamanca) said torn 
Mitukearihe Spanish general ' Mon cher Alava, Marmont I 
perdu.' The Reserve and Light Divisions were 
placed behind the Arapiles hill ; the Fifth was moved I 
from the left to the centre. When this disposition I 
was completed, the army formed line in 'echelon' ' 
with the right in front. " The British bayonets were 
upon them before Marmont, before Clausel ami 
Bonnet, could move to the support The line of 
the British formed the chord while they wers 
toiling round the arc, and consequently his d\-i- 
positions were made with much greater celerity.'' 
In this action Le Marchant's heavy dragcon* 
routed Clausel's Division, when the French, 'in 
whole companies, threw down their arms and fled.' 
A single horse which dashed forward and fell upon 
the bayonets made the opening in the first squan' 
How differently these brave French acted in i8ad 
' Ney retreated on Deppen by echelons of squan 
each delivering its fire, opening out and retiria 
on either side of the square in rear which sio 
firm and performed a similar evolution, while t 
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ire formation of the first was effected.' Thus 
y retired for miles in good order and with the 
nost steadiness. ^ Hefe is an instance of great 
jsence of mind, and although Alison says, * Ney Ney's 
separate command seldom achieved anything 
)rthy of reputation,' yet he frankly admits that 
le distinctive characteristic of Ney was his ^ 
rfect calmness and self-possession in the midst 
danger, and the invincible energy with which 
; pursued his object'* This retreat on Deppen 
as a most wonderful feat, and when a man has 
)th * self-possession ' and * invincible energy,' he 
worth his weight of diamonds in times of danger, 
ren if he has little intellectual acumen. 
Want of * self-possession ' has caused innumera- 
e disasters. In the siege of Samaria a.c. 907, sicgc of 

Samaria, 

e find that * At the moment Adad thought a.c. 907. 
ictory within his grasp, the foot-men of the 
rince of Israel advanced and attacked his van- 
uard and killed many of them, and pursued the 
St to camp.' Here the men who felt secure of 
ctory lost all self-possession, on account of the 
lemy's unexpected advance. 
At the siege of Messina, a.c. 264, it is recorded sicgc of 

. . I . I r 1 • • Messina, 

at ' Appms takmg advantage of his victory, a.c. 264. 
^cked the camp of the Carthaginians, but he 
is repulsed with some loss, and forced to retreat.' 

* Alison, vol. vii. p. 24. • Ihid, vol. x. p. 306. 
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This might have been the very same w 
British, had they pressed on after the A 
Appiiu rallies. Scbastopol. Appius was ' hotly pursued, 
he desired and expected. He fiaced ab( 
fortune seemed to change witli the situi 
the place. The Carthaginians could no 
against the courage of the Romans, but 
flight in their turn, after losing man) 
Appius thus made amends for his rashnes 
the Cartliaginian general did not evinc 
prudence in permitting his men to pur 
Romans too closely. 

Dara lost the battle against Arungzebfij 
mounting from his elephant, from whichj 
spread over the field that Dara had bed 
and his troops were seized with a panic. ' I 
minutes the army seemed disbanded, and 
and sudden reverse) the conqueror bee 
vanquished. Aurungzebe remained dt 
quarter of an hour steadily on his elephi 
was rewarded with the crown. Dara left 
elephant a few minutes too soon, and was 
from the pinnacle of glory to be numbered . 
the most miserable of princes. So short 
is man, and so mighty the consequence: 
sometimes flow from the most trivial 



The Csrtha- 
defeated. 



Bailie between 

l>ara and 
Aningicbi;. 




f 



•These * trivial incidents ' are generally the causes TnYUi 
disaster. It is the ' unexpected ' that men can- cause disaster. 

face; the commander who can invent the 
lexpected' at the critical time is almost sure 
gain by it That leaving the elephant 
led Dara, because, as is well known, in former 
iays the loss of the 'King' generally gave 
L victory to the other side. Tippoo Sultan knew Tippoo 

ii^^mm . Sultan in 

^vis, and always had six or eight men dressed i»tUe. 
"icicacdy like himself, who were made to parade in 
Various parts of the battle-field, so there was 
always one Tippoo in sight of his army somewhere 
Or other. In one of the Durannee invasions of incident in a 
Hindostan a battle was lost to them by a trifling Durannee* 
nddent The Durannees were victorious, when Hindostaneei. 
Suddenly a number of carts, loaded with rockets 
taken from their enemies, were set on fire, and the 
txxJccts plunging in and out of the Durannee ranks 
caused the utmost consternation. The noise 
they made was said to be ' Sha-ko ? * ' Sha-ko ? ' 
irhich, in Persian means, 'Where's the King?' 
—and supernatural awe causing a panic, the 
Durannes fled. Such is war ; these trifles will 
upset thousands of brave and daring men. He 
then is the good commander who can turn them to 
account, — ^who can keep himself calm, and by that Seif-powcs- 

sion in battle 

very calmness and self-possession instil a feeling of w everything. 
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confidence into the soldiers around him, in I 
midst of danger. 

One of the principal causes of the vicioty 
Tours, A.D. 732, was because the Moslems roi 
off to protect their tents, and the men ural 
Charles Martel thought the Saracens were in fligi 
The Christians killed or captured 375,000 Aid 
in this battle.' This is the only parallel, peril"? 
to Sedan, as regards terrific loss. We find uBM 
the battle of Campaldino, fought on June u.ii* 
the army of Arezzo, although consisting w™ 
S,ooo infantry and 900 cavalry, gained a vkw 
over the Florentine army, mustering IJiOflOW 
and 2,000 horsemen, which they lost in tunitff 
too rapid pursuit. The cavalry of the anny 
Arezzo put the 2,000 horsemen of the Florc"" 
army to flight ; but after the latter had retrol 
a great distance, they rallied, and crushing " 
the cavalry of the army of Arezzo, follovKfl 
their success by beating the Infantry also, k™ 
3,000 of them, and capturing 2,000 prisoW 
Here, again, a victory was madly thrown f 
by sheer want of common prudence, 
f During the third siege of Antioch, A.D. K 
there was a moment when the ranks rf 
Christians were broken. At that critical I 
Bishop Adhemar proclaimed ' celestial 
' E, S. Creasy. M..\. \oi. i. p. 28J. 
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tid forthwith the Crusaders shouted aloud, ' Dieu 

i veut,* and charged- The Saracens were shaken, 

nerced, and overwhebned, and 100,000 corpses 

lay on the field of battle. We must make every 

allowance for the exaggerated reports of the 

ancient historians, yet. there is no doubt that, 

where masses of men fought hand to hand, the 

slaughter was far greater before the introduction 

of fire-arms than since. A retreat then meant 

sheer massacre. But the losses at Sadowa were Sadowa. 

very great, though the Austrian cavalry sacrificed 

themselves to save their noble infantry, when 

driven back by the rapidity of firing of the 

Prussian needle-gun. And the losses during the 

war between North and South America afford 

another good test of the number of men who 

may be put hors de combat 

We have previously alluded to that ' potence of Potencc of 

nature. 

nature,' and that general similarity which seems 
to permeate the entire intellectual portion of 
creation. He who said, ' There is nothing 
new under the sun,' taught all mankind a 
lesson. It is by knowing maUy that the general 
grains his influence over his soldiers. There 
is nothing new, nothing in the present that 
ive cannot find a parallel to, if we read the past 
:arefully. Thus the speech of Cambyses to his Speech of 
jon Cyrus is worth attention. He said, * You say Cyrus. 
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well, that is the way (by rewards and pontshineat^ 
to make tliem obey j'ou by force, but the 1 
point is to make them (the soldiers) obey you 
ingly and freely- Now the sure method ofefib* 
ing this is to convince those you command tlal 
you know better what is for their advantage dui' 
they do themselves, for all mankind readilysuboA 
to those of whom they have that opinioa T» 
is the principle from whence that blind submisstt' 
proceeds which you see sick persons pay loll 
physicians, travellers to their guide, and a sli 
company to the pilot. Their obedience is ( 
founded upon the persuasion that all these 
more skilful and knowing, in their re^wW 
callings, than themselves. He must really be! 
(said Cambyses), and in order to be so he ma 
apply himself closely to his profession, 
study all the rules of it, consult the most 
experienced masters, and have recourse 
protection of the gods, from whom alone we rece 
all our wisdom and our success.'' 

After the tremendous array of armies 
Sadowa, after all the amazement at the 
loss of life — by the operation of the needle- 
what is the real truth ? Was the weapons 
one ? No ; for we find that in the days 
Henry VII., in the year 1537, some 300 years 
' Rollin's ' Ancient History," vol, ii, p, isjj 



ANTIQUITY OF THE BREECH -LOADING CLN \-Jl 

is to say, a smooth-bored ' breech- loadiag 
:hIock harquebus," was already invented and 



In the Reports of the Archieological Institute 
the year 1868, it is stated that this weapon was 
libited by General Lefroy,_and that it had the 
IT 1537 marked upon it. What were all the 
e and scientific men of Europe about that they 
)uld be blind to the effects of this kind of 
ipon as exemplified in the Danish war ? We wui ihe 
sed our humble cry in the Indian papers in poimcdaui. 
ise days. We pointed out then tlie necessity 
looking into the causes that made the Danes 
nirab though holding such a strong and well- 
fcnded position. Then came Sadowa, which 
the desired effect ; but alas, loo late for poor 
istria. Thus, by blindness a great nation met 
h a severe humiliation, and the other Powers 
"nt a lesson never to be forgotten. It set all 

armouries of Europe to work day and night 
the active manufacture of a new weapon. But 

Prussians, seeing that their secret was now what the 

, I I • I I • ■ PnlsiUiu dM 

bare, and observmg that their previous 
irmous advantage was gone, at once directed 
ir whole attention, instead, to the attainment of 
Ipreat preponderance in artillery ; and then came 
Sedan with far more crushing effect than ten 
bwas put together. A voice raised in India 
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A prediction 
verified. 



never reached Europe, or both Austria and 
France might have been spared much misery and 
misfortune. As remarked before, the Author of 
this work predicted the misfortune to France a 
whole year before war was proclaimed, and the 
editor of the ' Pioneer ' can prove this sate- 
factorily, if any reader has a doubt on this matter. 
Alas ! official status is required to back one's 
opinion, and the Author being but a poor 'bievtf 
lieutenant-colonel,' and failing to get the number 
of subscribers to enable him to meet the expenses 
of printing, &c., had not the means to publisii 
this work (which was in manuscript at tk 
•Pioneer Press,' long before the end of 1870)31 
he earnesdy desired. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

' for study — Wisdom taught by humiliation — No general 
cceed who works in a groove — Expenditure of force in- 
l by the trajectory of a bullet — Velocity gained at expense 
ying power — imprudence of despising an enemy — Boldest 

carried out by most trifling agencies — Opportunity makes 
m — The knowledge of a soldier's wants among the first 
of a commander — Rash commanders much to blame — 
s reasoning beings, and should be treated as such — In- 
; — How to gain a knowledge of the soldier's character — 
le word often enough to rule them — Others do not care for 
d punishment — Amenable to discipline if told they have 

the law — At heart good and generous, devoted to their 
les and their officers. 

; are stubborn things ! ' and this work is How study is 

^ to be applied. 

id to be a mere record oi facts. Young 
ould study their own profession ; and ' those 
which in their youth they have perused 
cuously must be brought before them in 
iw, that they may see the science of the 
vith each other, and with the nature of real 
^ It is for this purpose that the Author has 
1 for thirty years. He hopes his labour 
t be in vain, for the glory of our Army is his 
mbition. His intention is not to dictate, 
mbly to bring History as his unbiassed and 

* Printed at Allahabad. 
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trustworthy witness to astounding facts relativ 
ding war. What is the use of reading Caesar, if w( 

M vrilbout , ,,,, . , , 

s is not take notes r W ny pore over IN apoiei 

triumphs, or the glorious career of Wellingtoil 
Nelson, of Eugene, Frederick the Great, ani 
thousand more, if we do not stamp them on 
memory, and see the o^ect at a glance of o 
manoeuvre of these noble commanders ? H 
many of the hundreds of thousands of yon 
that leave school, ever look at Cssar again ? 
Sir Aiexiindcr is, therefore,' said Sir Alexander Ball, one 
knowtHige. Nclson's commanders, 'as absurd to hold b 
knowledge at present in contempt, as it would 
for a man to avail himself only of his own e 
and ears, and to aim at nothing which could 
performed exclusively by his own arms. The 
and necessity of personal experience, conslstd 
the power of choosing and applying what had b 
read, and of discriminating, by the light ofanal 
the practicabk, and probability from mere pby 
bilily. Without a judgment matured and stea 
by actual experience, a man would read to I 
or perhaps no purpose." A soldier who t^ 
notes at the age of seventeen would hardly! 
an utter fool at forty if he can judge by q 
analogy, and has common sense and discriminal 
as regards matters connected with his professU 
ThucydiJcs We find a good example in Thucydi des ofl 
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anger of despising an enemy, and the caprices of on the dmnger 

of contempt 

ortune in turning the tide of battles. Brasidas said, for enemies. 
For I conjecture that it is through contempt of us, Speedi of 

Brasidas to 

md their not expecting anyone to march out against ciearidas. 
them to battle, that the enemy went up to their 
present position, and are now thinking nothing of 
IS, while without any order they are engaged in 
coking about them. But whoever best observes 
>uch mistakes in his opponents, and also plans his 
attack upon them with regard to his own power, 
not so much in an open manner, and in regular 
battle array, as with reference to his present ad- 
vantage, that man should be most successful. 
And these stratagems, by which one would most 
deceive his enemies and benefit his friends, have 
the highest reputation. While, then, they are 
still unprepared, yet confident, and are thinking, 
from what I see, of retiring rather than remaining, 
^hile their minds are irresolute, and before their 
plans are more definitely arranged, I will take my 
own division and surprise them, if I can, by falling 
at full speed in the centre of their forces. And 
yo^, Clearidas, opening the gates, rush out against 
"^^m, and close as quickly as possible. For we 
^^y expect that in this way they will be most 
alarmed, since the force that follows up an attack 
^s more terrible to an enemy than that which is 
already before them and engaged with him. I 
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will show you that 1 am not better 
advice to others than to carry it out in 
fnystlf' 

The result was that, after Brasidas rou 
Athenians. Clearidas followed up and th 
enemy into the utmost confusion. 

At the battle of Mantin^ea, after t,oo( 
men of the Argives had cut up the Lacedxr 
King Agis charged with only 300 hi 
put the veterans of the Argives to flight 

At the battle of SaarbrUck the Prussi 
mander {no doubt purposely), by drawing 
attention of the French to Mcz'r right, forw 
to reinforce their right and right centr 
suddenly, as if by magic, a cannonade w 
in a different direction, The Prussians 
peared, much to the enemy's amazement, 
French left just at the critical mometi 
French, by their previous hasty movement 
right, had denuded their left of troops, and ai 
tunity was lost never to be recovered. S 
could not arrive in time, and thus at thi 
the Prussians gained the advantage. Th( 
given by Brasidas before the battle of Am 
is worth recollecting. We can call to' mil 
sad mishaps that occurred during the M 
1857, which could not have happened 
officers concerned ever read the speech of 
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» Clearidas. A calm retrospective glance into 
le occurrences of 1857, will show us that some- 
mes the rebels found our officers, though over- 
onfident, yet unprepared. Were we not 
n more than one instance ' taught wisdom 
Iqr humiliation ' ? May not some of these 
!d)el leaders have said what the Czar of 
i^ussia once remarked with reference to the 
Swedes ? — * I know very well that they have The Ciar of 

... f. •Ill Russia on the 

ad the advantage over us lor a considerable Swedes. 
ime, but they will teach us at length to beat them! 
day not the French some day gain wisdom by 
lumiliadon and learn discipline from a school 
nore adapted to the period ? The pluck of that 
^[lorious nation has not suffered, but flesh and 
^lood had no chance against such odds as regards 
superiority of the Prussian artillery. Such a catas- 
trophe as Sedan might have fallen on any nation 
so unprepared. The France that recovered after 
Moscow and Waterloo, is a nation that will stand 
ligh yet on the scroll of Fame. France, if reorgan- The fiiturc of 

• , France. 

i2ed, may yet do anything ; but peace is what the 
country should pray for and endeavour to maintain 
in its fullest integrity. 
Officers who know the proneness of Asiatics to Cauiion 

required. 

^dopt all kinds of stratagems, should be ever pre- 
pared against their wily manoeuvres. However 
l>rave the nation may be, however well supported, 

N 
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however confident of success, we must remei 
ber that war is a progressive science. Natiw 
become more intelligent every day, and eva 
battle gives our foes a still further insight int 
our tactics and mode of operations. Nei 
methods therefore should be invented, on the spu 
of the moment, to bewilder our enemies, and t 
hide our own intentions. No general willsucc 
who works in one groove. To put in practice t 
neWy the unusual, with rapidity, and at the critii 
time, is what is required, in a commander. 1 
the Secunder Baugh at Lucknow, the reb 
expected John Bull as usual would attack the 
guns in front, but Sir Colin battered down a p 
of the wall, at another side, and through this I 
loose upon them the Highlanders and Brada' 
Sikhs. The only outlet was the gateway, and ti 
guns there prevented the rebels from getting oal 
Their own guns, that is to say, prevented egrtSS 
Escape was now impossible. The rebels m 
caught in a huge trap, — pent up in a places 
rounded by a high wall, the only issue from whid 
was jammed up with their own cannon which the 
had expected would have been charged in/fW 
The result was that the very flower of the ol 
native army. 2,000 men, all nearly six foot hjgi 
were killed in that garden. The A uihor, in the y« 
1S70, when visiting tlie spot, saw a huge heap 4 
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x)nes, which had been dug up where some 
were about to be planted. Those bones, 
id all, indicated that they were the sad. 
IS of men who must have been perfect giants 
ure. These mutineers were known to be 
r the two finest Sepoy corps in the service. 
lay in the trenches of that garden three and 
eep, and the place resembled a * slaughter* 
' in some parts inches deep in blood. The 

this day testify to the tempest of bullets, 
g what * volleys ' must have been fired at 
nasses of mad desperate men flying utterly 
ered from spot to spot. The loss of the 
inders and Sikhs was nothing wonderful 
ering the terrible resistance which the 
made — until they saw that all was hopeless 
tcame panic-stricken at the fearful loss they 
ustaining. 

5 taught the mutineers no doubt a fearful A dreadful 

Jesson. 

; but it IS to be hoped that the claim of 
ition may avert such evils for the future. 

1 us ever be prepared for any emergency, 
ibering that ' the use of force alone is but Burke on 
rary. It may subdue for the moment, but it conquer a 

nation. 

ot remove the necessity of subduing again 
a nation is not governed which is per- 
ly to be conquered. ' ^ 

' Burke. 

N 2 
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I Swedes The Czar of Russia admitted that the Sw^ 

dtfcoled al , , 

Cronsioi, beat his troops, yet was content, as he leani 
lesson each time. By-and-by when the Swi 
landing at Cronslot, went right at the Rui 
position, they were defeated, because Coi< 
Tolbeguin, ordering his men to lie flat on 
stomachs, gave a signal for the Russians to 
suddenly and deliver their fire just as the em 
approached. This was done with such precisioit' 
that the Swedes had to retire in great disorder. 

The study of Our commanders require to study men. No set 
rules can be laid down for war. The best general 
is the one who can devise a plan at the instant 
Great commanders have ever taken advantage of 
circumstances, and have struck boldly whenever 
the opportunity arrived. At the battle of 
Narva, Charles XII. of Sweden, with only 9,000 

of the men and ten Eoins, defeated the Russians, who 

had 80,000 men and 145 guns. The Swedo 
had however, a great advantage, as a snow-slonn 
blew directly into the faces of the Russians. 

Capiurcof '*■ '^ recorded in Joseph us that at the capture 

g;-^ *■'•■ of Gamala, a.d. 69, by Vespasian and Titus, .i 
strong wind blew the Roman darts into the placi. 
while the darts thrown by the Jews weiv 
'driven obliquely away ' from the Romans. M 
Nordliiigen the remonstrances of Gustavus Hnni, 
which were suggestions dictated by prudent 
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inllle of 
Narva: defeat 



FORCE OF GRAVITY iSl 

»ere mistaken for the voice of timidity, and the 
■esult was that the Swedish army lost 12.000 men. 
Socrates said, ' Unless prudence is present, forti* s«™irson 
tude is only a kind of boldness,' and we opine that 
flie'mdlange de timiditdetd'audace' is what makes , 
Hie great commander. But for ' timidity ' read 
pruderut. The whole world seems a mixture of 
extremes— a perfect ' Concordia Discors,' in fact. 
At page 21 of the 'Musketry Regulations' we 
find that the ' force of gravity (a power that ^"^^ 
■'"iwsall unsupported bodies to the earth) com- 
iices to draw the bullet towards tlie ground the 
'ant it quits the muzzle, and with greater 
S'city in proportion to the time it is exposed to 
^ influence. The bullet moves in a curved line 
called the "trajectory," but we find that, for a short 
distance, in consequence of the great velocity of 
the bullet, and the comparatively short time that 
gravity has had to act, the course of the bullet 
scarcely deviates from the line of fire, and that the I 
curve increases more and more in proportion as the 
bullet becomes more distant from the muzzle.' Can 
we not compare man to the bullet and the ' nerve " 
to the powder ? The dash at the ' short distances Comparisons. 
scarcely deviates from the line of fire,' because the 
force of the nerve overcomes the force of gravity ; 
but continue that s|>eed to a still greater distance, 
uid then the ' nerve ' (like the powder) has 
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Dr. Pariies ob 

the ell we 

bi ealhc. 



expended its force to overcome another opp( 
force, — hence the 'human trajectory-,' or ci 
dispirited impulse, that results. There is a lai 
nature man cannot overcome, and that force, 
the cause of the trajectory, comes into 
the instant that the nervous power given to 
muscular is expended — when, that is to say. tliroi 
the distance traversed by the moving body, 
there is a vast expenditure of the nervous im- 
pulse ; and, as from the loss of the propellii^ 
power of the powder comes a diminution in the 
range of the shot, so from the amount of nervous 
energy and power of endurance expended in a pr> I 
tracted struggle comes a corresponding loss of it: 
muscular force. Hence the 'giving way' betiit 
men in better wind and fresher for the *clo.': 
quarters' combat. 

Dr. Parkes tells us that, ' Under ordinary c 
cumstances, a man draws in 480 cubic inches ■ 
air per minute. If he walks four miles an hour. 
he draws 480 x 5 = 2,400 cubic inches : if he 
moves at six miles an hour. 480 x 7 = 3.36^ ' 
And also that ' The work becomes heavier i' 
— i.e. OTiTTf? exhausting, if it is done in a short' 
time, or, in other words, velocity is gaiiud at !■• 
expense of carrying power.' 

Is it not, then, clearly evident why men fail «i: ■ 
are pressed just when, by the very velocity wii'^ 
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which they advanced, they have actually expended 

WU their carrying power ? The contrast between 

4S0 cubic inches of air and 3,360 cubic inches, in 

other words, the difference between being at rest 

and going at six miles an hour, shows what a vast 

commotion is in the latter case existing in the 

: human body. The * thermic machine ' i3 at high 

^ {Hressure Indeed, a good runner who has only his 

\ body to carry can only run a few hundred yards 

at full speed ; while the poor soldier carries extra 

Weight — he has his musket and all his ammunition 

l>esides. Take the case of the prize-fighters, Sayers Comparisons, 

Sayen and 

. and Heenan : calculate the number of rounds they Hcaian. 

^ .fought, and then you will see that, notwithstanding 

.months of Gaining, these two strong, athletic men 

could only exert their full force for a few minutes 

at a time. At the conclusion of each round they 

were drawn back to take breath before they could 

renew the combat Now we will venture to 

assert that if after a certain number of rounds a 

second-rate prize-fighter had been set at either 

Sayers or Heenan, he, from being quite fresh, 

jh would have easily beat either of them. But if 

^ • Sayers or Heenan had taken breath ere the other 

k came on, his chance of winning would then have 

m, been small. How often a * plucky ' boy is beaten The use of 

V . *longwind» 

by another with ' longer wind/ It is an established at school, 
feet that the boy who can stand a good pounding 
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the longest, and has 'wind' 
blows of his adversary, b almosc s 
French take only the mast atfaknc oca oni 
Zouave regiments, testing sevo^ i 
endurance first before they adn 
these crack corps. But the days fcr ^1 
gone. The present weapon can be fired soi^ 
that swiftness is of little a\'atl o\'er Icaig i 
Again, in a long run some men aie I 
attackers will straggle, more or lessy * 
in position 'press home' with a sofid'l 
front. Rome held her supremacy so lu 
encouraged manly or gjinnastic exa 
declined when the Romans became e 
their habits. ' At Rome the sole motive^ 
was glory, the principal occupation war,-! 
first duty military service.' ' Let us noto 
our men too soon. Let us, above all thio 
despise our enemies. 

To despise is to be unprepared, sh« 
turn out more stubborn than we suppi 
be. ' But we should always provide 1 
against our adversaries, with the exp< 
their planning well, and must not rest ourfcl 
on the probability of their blundering, butottflj 
belief of our own cautious forethought. "* At"| 

' ' Tulius Cresar,' by Napolt^on, vol, L p. 165. 
" Arcbidamus, King of the LaceiJ:einQniait& 
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roper time, we need pay little attention to 
umerical or physical superiority, provided we 
ave well weighed the results. 
The British may say with Pericles, ' For we Pendes on 

doting and 01 

lave this characteristic also in a remarkable cauiion. 
legree, that we are at the same time most daring 
and most calculating in what we take in hand, 
whereas to other men it is ignorance that brings 
daring, while calculation brings fear.' The great 
mistake we made in the first Nepaul war was, i 
■ Too great contempt for untried enemies.' The 
arrangements for the Abyssinian war on the other 
hand were made with admirable foresight and 
prudence, and with splendid results, as we know, 

Gasca ' was a commander who moved with Gasca's 

characler. 

deliberation, patiently waiting his time, but when 
that came, bold, prompt, and decisive.' ' 

Sir Walter Scott says of his countrymen, ' Their 
headlong and impatient courage uniformly in- 
duced them to rush into action, without weighing 
either their own situation or that of their enemies, 
and the inevitable consequence was frequent 

defeat.' There is indeed a very fragile bridge A fragile 

brill ge be- 
between victory and defeat, and the commander 'ween vicioi 

and defeat. 

who despises an enemy, is like one who having 
such a bridge in his rear to secure a retreat, 
blows it up before he attacks. No general should 
History of the Conquest of Peru. 
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ignore any precaution, never mind how certaifli 
may be of victory. It is not prudent to fij;hl wil 
a river in the rear, though often commantlers hn 
been forced to do so. It is still more impniilil 
to despise an enemy and not to avail youndft 
every little precaution, ' For the evenu rf 
are uncertain, and attacks are generally traitk 
with short notice. Though some maylhiii' 
are making the attack with superior numbos^ 
that it is very certain our adversaries will not s* 
us in battle, we must not for this reason go ti I 
less carefully prepared, but both the gencni* 
the soldier of each state should, as far as cofloa 
himself, be always expecting danger.'' 
« When we fight men whom we look upM 
, savages, we are prone to imagine oiusol 
immensely superior, and then we are tempted Wi 
unguardedly, instead of circumspectly. Tht? 
dence that inculcates the constant readW 
of past disasters, while it teaches us to prepay' 
obstacles and difficulties, is what is requiredai 
soldier. 

' The fort itself may be made to form only 
chief obstacle, the crowning difficulty, inaS* 
of prepared obstacles, which may embrace 
form of ditch, bank, wall, or palisade — surt* 
able by leap, vault, or climb, to be, in fa* 
' King Archidaiiius. 
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goal of the race, requiring the highest physical 
efforts of speed, agility, dexterity, strength, and 
endurance.' ^ If then it requires so much training 
to prepare our men to storm such a fort, and to 
overcome such obstacles, do we not run a 
great risk if we urge men beyond their powers ? 
We have our * Race with obstacles ' indeed, and Race with 

obstacles. 

there is no severer or harder race than the one 
where a victory is to be secured. This to a com- 
mander is the * crowning difficulty.' All the men AUmen 
in a brigade are not equally fleet or strong, each the same 
man who is not up with the foremost ones is a 
broken link in the chain with which we wish to 
capture or vanquish our enemies. It must ever be 
dangerous to traverse g^eat distances at speed in 
the presence of a determined enemy. 

* At the siege of Sebastopol the French made The French 
their first assault on the Malakoff, from the Mai^off. 
distance of four hundred yards. They were 
repulsed with the loss of 2,500 killed and 
wounded. They continued their approaches 

until, in their final assault, they had but thirty Their final 
paces to run over. They then carried the work, 
with the loss of but eleven men! ^ Determined men 
of the Garibaldi type have done wonders with 
inadequate means. But they have to consider so as 

* * Military System of Gymnastics,' by Archibald Maclaren, 
P- 194. 

* Lippitt, * A Treatise on Intrenchments,* p. 119. 
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AND DEFEATS 

goas far as possible. They 

lov dbdr pride to interfere with their joi 

or vcasoo, but calml}- condude that they ; 

Id meet brave opponents. The gene 

wlio bas ill iili <jii 111 means is like the man 

bavii^ 500/ a year, U^'es near another 

5.000^ a yrar. The foaacr by care avoids dei 

the latter b)' imprudence or carelessness gets ll 

Exactly in the same way it is « 

commanders who have huge annles 

Aar disposal Napoleon, at the head of 500^ 

men, despised the Russians, and was driven k\ 

Moscow. A commaoder must never despise I 

. meanest aid that he finds at his disposal. 

How insane would be the engineer who f 

mitted a hi^e machine to go on working if 

of *e obser\"ed a ' bolt ' or a * nut ' loose ^ The 

of the Douro was decided upon simply becaua 
poor ' barber' of Oporto who had eluded Stw 
patrols, tendered his services and lent his si 
This barber, with the prior of Amarante ] 
Colonel Walters, ' crossed, and in half-an-hour 
turned unperceived with several large barges.' 
these the British troops passed the river. Thus. 
The Dake the aid of such ' unmilitary associates ' the II 
ikwU'i dinner. Dulcc was enabled to partake at four o'd 
of the very dinner that had been prepared 
Marshal Soult I 
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' By what trifling agencies have the boldest 
projects been successfully carried out,' says the 
writer, and tells us, in the same page, that the 
Duke captured no less than fifty-five guns in Aisotaktss; 
addition to his dinner ! If Schamyl the Circassian, 
dashing through with a mere handful of men, could 
put a Russian square to flight — if the hero Gari- 
baldi, at tlie head of a few raw recruits, has beaten 
complete regiments of the Neapolitan army, we 
have a just right to conclude that a lifetime of the 
study of war is of little avail, when the comman- 
ders are not able to decide at the instant 

(The general who hesitates when he should dash 
On, or who dashes on when caution is necessary, 
will never gain much celebrity. Who can The mind u 
regulate or trammel the mind ? When that is 
^et in motion is it nojt possible to take the retro- 
'■pect of almost a lifetime in a few short minutes ? 
if so, all that has been stored up must be produced 
■It the instant to be of any use. It is then that an ( 
opportunity is given a man to develope by acts the t 
"Hcllectual store of invisible resources treasured 
"P in his mind during the quiet days of peace. 
i^ecause many men who have written on military 
tactics have not been conspicuous in the field, it 
'^ no reason that every man who studies is to be 
't'Mihted. How many men study medicine, yet 
how few, out of tlie mass, rise to the highest 
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The raiding places ? The man who reads, with the hope t 
some day he may be called upon to act, will I 
sure to act with judgment He will not in faced 
such weapons as we now have to contend i; 
11 £b bring up his men as in days of yore. The artilloj 

•im of our is //,^ branch of the service for war, now, as beforl 
It was to the artillery fire that we are mainly 
indebted for the victory of Barrosa. Victor's 
Division tried to rally, ' but Duncan's guns ■were 
moved forward and opened a close and murderous 
fire that prevented a possibilitj' of re-forming. 
Nothing could save the shattered battalions from 
that exterminating cannonade, but instant retreat' 
In November 1854 the batde of Inkerman 

B,uiieof was fought, and it will be recollected that tiie 

1854. ' turn of the battle against tlie Russians was chiefiy 
owing to the fire of two 18-pounder guns, 
weighing two tons each, and which, by an almost 
superhuman effort, were at a late hour broughi 
into the field, and by their superior range crushed 
the Russian fire.* ' Nothing more completely da 
moralizes a garrison than a constant shower < 
shells.' ' It was thus that the French carried tl 

Galloper guns Malaknff with the loss of only eleven men. Gsl 

at Coel, -' ^ 

and Delhi, lopcr guns, with cavalry, tended to confound 
Mahratta Horse under Perron at Ciiel (Allyghm 

' J. Timbs' ' Year-Book of Facts for 1 864,' p. 7. 
* LippiU, p. ij6. 
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11 August 1S03. They also were of immense use 
at the battle of Delhi, September 1 1, 1S03. We 
think that in battles to come, not three guns per || 
thousand men, but perhaps one to every hundred JI 
men, will not be considered too much. Previous 
to the charge of the Guards and Highlanders at 
the battle of Alma, ' A few large guns were AniUety at 
brought to bear upon the dense mass (i.e. of 
Russians), and these by a well-directed 6re broke 
it, and forced the infantry to retire in various 
(lireciions. Then came the moment for the 
grand charge of the Guards and Highlanders." 
These little facts should not be overlooked, when 
next go into action. We read also that ' The 
rtillery was brought effectively to bear on such 
points as it could command, and contributed 
materially to the success of the day's achievements.' 
After the fall of Sebastopol, 4,ocx) cannon were 4,oo<igiim 
•^fund in the place. Doubtless the Russians de- Scbosiupoi. 
" iiiied much on their artillery, though the firing, 
.1 rule, was admitted to be bad. ' First come 
first served,' is a homely adage, and as the Prussians 
Were the first in the field with the 'breech-loader,' Prassianforc- 

JlfiliL 

ihey derived, as we know, both in the Danish war 
and at Sadowa incalculable benefits from the same. 
Again, they were the first with the preponderance 
if artillery, and won the triumphant victory of 
iedan by enclosing the French with an iron 
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'belt of cannon,' which it was found quite ini|^| 

sible to break through. ^M 

biiliEiyin When ships of war are compelled to carry s^H 

be navy. ^^M 

armour, is it not plain that artillery is /A^ arta^M 

depend on most? Something must be done^f 

protect our infantry at long ranges, for the gra^J 

charges of former days at guns in position are nolfl 

utterly out of the question. Artillery will have to I 

pound artillery, and the accuracy of fire will depend 

on the training of the men, more particularly on the 

Lrtiiiciy in ' nerve ' of the Erunners. In the campaign on the 

le campaign ° r o 

ntheDanube Danube, Achmed Pasha's army defeated the 
Russians at Maglovet by their tremendous artillerv 
fire, ' Every shot telling with fearful effect upon 

iitssians the close ranks of the columns.' The ' Russians 
for some minutes bore up bravely, but soon the J 
column wavered, and then turned and fled pell- I 
mell across the plain, casting aside everything.' 
The Russians lost 1,500 men killed, and 'an 
untold number of wounded.' 

wmbardment At the hombardment of Bomarsund, we read thai 
Sir Charles Napier said, ' Give them a shot ami 
shell every five minutes,' and that " This imn 
torrent, in conjunction with that poured out by the 
French breaching battery, was too much to be 
borne long. A flag of truce was held out, and 
the place surrendered.' At the battle of Almad 

"a^ "'*' Bosquet's force was most considerably aided ToM 
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t French fleet shelling the heights at the same 
le, for these 'terrible missiles' shook the 
issian battalions. The loss in Sir de Lacy 
rans's Division was excessive from the destruc- 
e fire of the Russian artillery, and the battie 
s far advanced before we had even brought 
D guns to reply to that cannonade. Our losses 
the Punjab were mostly from the terrible Artillery in 

"^ ^ the Punjab. 

illery fire of the Seiks, who fought their g^ns 

ii the most stubborn obstinacy, and sent their 

)t clean over and past our batteries, even of the 

-pounders! We have lots of the physical 

iscle, and abundance of * nerve ' in our ranks, 

t our men are mortal, and if placed under 

murderous fire, at long range, they will be 

spirited at not being able to reach the enemy. 

What we require is the intellectual power in The intel- 
lectual power 

ir commanders. Can the learned physician find in com- 

mandcrs. 

ne to compound all the medicines he prescribes ? 
the general expected to do the duties of a 
rgeant-major ? The mind is the helm that 
lides the ship : it was not necessary for Nelson to 
11 the ropes. What is the necessity of bothering 
out ' pipe-clay ' and * buttons ' ? It needs no 
ad to arrange all these matters, but it requires 
lind' to make the soldier contented. It is not 
ery leader who understands the actual wants of Wants of the 

soldier. 

; men, or who tries to make them pleased 

o 
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and ooDtented with their profession. When i 
coounander docs iAis, he renders good service I 
his Go\-ermDent, and his soldiers will be found ful 
of ardour in time trf need, and will serve him with al 
didr hearts. You have only to observe the r 
ments where the commanding oSicer is kind am 
conskiefate to see the eifecL We could point c 
many British corps in which the commandini 
o&cers are not only otK>'ed, but really loved : 
respected by all the otKcers and men ; though I 
must be rememboed that being considerate I 
ooe thing, and foolishly kind is another. On ti 
other haiKl we have seen whole regiments drille 
for tvo hours simply oc account of the unsteadines 
' •* of a_^» stupid individuals, and we have wondere 
why the offenders were not made over to t 
drill instructors, instead of punishing the wbol 
body of otBcers and men. We can bardl; 
consider the latter procedure necessary ; it is a 
Itsist injudicious and makes men disgusted. 
knocks all the cheerfulness out of thein. W< 
hardly think commanders who do such thingi 
would shine on ser\'ice ; when in difticulty, a 'soul 
aboN'e buttons ' is indeed required. Look at tbfi 
hero Nicholson of Delhi. When coming dowi 
with 3 British regiment and t^'o native corps to 
Delhi, he heard that these Sepoj*s intended t 
ike a dash at the ' treasure ' he was escorting) 
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le therefore placed the British corps at the head, 
nd ordered the Sepoy corps to march off at an 
iterval of 200 yards. On passing a caravanserai Nicholson 

disarms two 

n the road, he drew up the Europeans in a line suspected 

* * corps. 

icing the road, but off it, and screened by the wall 
f the ' serai.' He placed some guns also in a 
ood position, and as the first native corps passed 
le serai, they were halted, ordered to pile arms 
nd move on. The one in the rear came up in 
ue time (not knowing what had happened to the 
ther), and it was quiedy disarmed in like manner, 
lere a body of, say 2,000, men were rendered 
larmless by just a litde foresight and invention 
)n the part of the commander. Such able deeds 
ieserve to be recorded. Here the massacre 
which would have resulted had those misguided 
Sepoys attacked the Europeans, was prevented. 
General Sir Stewart Corbett disarmed a large General 

Corbett 

force by acting in a prompt manner. He evinced disarms a 

^ & r r large force. 

SO little anxiety that he would not even allow a 
ball at the station to be put off, although that 
very night he made all his arrangements. On the 
following morning, the whole of the suspected 
troops fell in as for an ordinary general parade, 
ind found artillery ready to fire on them as they 
Jtood in column ! They then gave up their arms 
It once. 
How was it, we ask, that the presence of the Hodson hid 

a noble mind. 
O 2 
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hero Major Hodson at Delhi with his corps of 
600 horsemen was considered worth 1 0,000 
soldiers ? Because the gallant Hodson had a nobU 
mind. No man got before him in the cavalry 
charge, but he was always steady and to be refied 
on. He had, as De Brack says, ' the courage 
which carries a man foremost into the fray, which 
deHvers the coolest and surest cuts, which is ihi 
last in covering a retreat.' In the hand-to-hand 
encounter he was seen to smile, he even joked md 
his enemy; ' Do you call yourself a swordsman?" 
said he, as a huge rebel made a furious cut athira. 
and found a splendid guard offered. Then he 
added plaj-fully, ' Try again.' Mild and playM 
indeed at a time when most men are excited. Hi 
well knew that the fine cord that suspended hi» 
savage enemy's life over the abyss of death could 
only be severed by an Omnipotent Power, who 
could also divide his own thread of existence if Ht 
so wished. Therefore, although dutj- demanded 
that Hodsonshouldslay his enemy, he didnot^oal 
over acts that the law of self-preservation aloii" 
can justify. A generous, manly heart abhors such 
sights and even wonders how long God may con- 
sider that such a state of things must last to cany 
out His own wise, just, but to us unintelligibli 
decrees. There are men who talk of ' clap-trap 
on these matters, but those who have seen thi 
powerful man die, without Aop^. know what 
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^leinn hour that is when the soul is about to 
inter the portals of eternity. The giant's strength 
jone, the pride of youth vanished — Oh, then we 
do indeed see how little man is, and we can all 
the more admire him who is good. Hodson, we are 
assured, had, with a lion's heart the gentleness 
of a woman. He was a good and affectionate 
husband and the most daring warrior combined. 
History tells us of many g^eat men who gloried 
in their domestic life, and who were passionately 
fond of the society of their children. Men of the 
noble Havelock type, good Christians at heart, 
and brave in battle. The man who is kind, affec- 
tionate, and honourable in all his domestic duties, 
feithful to his wife, affable towards mankind in 
general, is seldom a bad soldier in matters of duty. 
Hodson, with only one hundred men, rode up to a 
huge body of some 6,000 natives and imperiously 
demanded the King of Delhi and his sons. In 
the presence of that fanatical assemblage he 
harangued his little band of chosen horsemen 
numbering only 100. He told them that these cowards who 
Were the cowards who had butchered poor helpless 
British women and children, — and then and there 
he shot dead the last descendants of the house of 
Timour. We ask if our readers think that there 
ire many men who would have dared to do so ? 
To face 6,000 with only 100 in the presence of 
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the fanatical population of such a large city wa 
a brave deed. By this act Major Hodson 
only punished individuals who had sanctioira 
murders, but also stamped out the last sparks t 
rebellion. This was the ' critical moment.' Majoj 
Hodson took a rapid but true view of his position 
That great man kept his eye strictly fixed e 
justice and right, and his decision was instanta- 
neous. No sooner had he fixed on his plan, thaa 
he carried it into execution. He knew that un- 
swerving justice never vacillates — that death 
awaited all murderers, and he made the execution 
all the more impressive by showing the assembled 
multitude that a Christian soldier, supported by 
only loo Pagan horsemen, dare be bold ii 
cause of right. Hodson remembered that ' OppOP 
tunity is swift of flight, and slow of return ' (as AK 
the son-in-law of Mohammed used to say), and 
moreover, that ' Clemency to murderers would b 
attempting to interrupt the just vengeance ol 
Omnipotence.' Or, as Burke said on anothet 
occasion, ' to have spared such men would have 
been to bribe high for rebellion and revolL* 
soldier is as much a cosmopolite as any other in* 
dividual. His life is as dear to him as thatofany 
other citizen, and, as our laws protect us against 
the attacks of ruffians, so also has the soldiera(ul 
right to expect tliat everything that is reasonaWi 



DE BRACK ON COURAGE IN YOUTHS 1 99 

be done to protect him from unnecessary 
A rash commander is equally as repre- a rash 

^u, , . Guminaiidet u 

Die as an unjust judge, because many a fine reptchcnaWe 
of men has been ruined by the imprudence i<^^- 
! leader. The shock to the nerves is often 
that men are prone to lose confidence in 
:lves in after encounters. De Brack says, 

not hastily tax with cowardice the young man Be Br»eit a 

' J f^ cour«eeiii 

colour blanches on going into fire for the rooOis. 



His will may be indomitable, and his 
beat high, but his temperament is nervous, 
he pallor of his countenance is not an index 
Where is the old soldier who, frankly, 
rith his hand on his heart, can flatter himself 
ile underwent the baptism of fire without 
It often depends on a commander to 
weak and undecided young men fellows of 
lidity. Let him bring them under fire for De b«i 
rst time under circumstances that will tell in 
lavour. Let him act like a skilful huntsman 
1 young hound. Let him slip them against 
ried foe. Let him make them bite instead 
jng bitten, and when they return from the 
; they will have no future apprehension. If 
opt the contrary line of conduct, it is to be 
that he will demoralize them and for a 
dme smother the excitement of their courage.* 
quieu says, ' Generally speaking, it is not Monitsquici 
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"T •!« 



material loss incurred in battle- 
thousand soldiers, that is to say — ^whicl 
injurious to a State ; it is the imaginary 1 
moral discouragement, which deprives it 
force which fortune has left.' 

Was it not the moral discouragement tl 
a: Seian and Woerth ? WTio can look 
cc'n\-uls:ve death-struggles of hundreds o 
shouliered youths, or strong men in the \ 
life, and not feel a pang of sorrow ? W 
the slightest feeling, can witness the 
si^.ts :n battle, and not shudder ? Does 
son of ihe poor ploughman feel the awfu 
such a sudden transition from life to deatl 
25 i ver\- king ? Shall we say because 
:>-,; c:mruir.ier. there should be no natioi 
■r.^ .^ver ihousands of men sacrificed by ra 
Le: u> rerr.on^.ber how many a poor mothe 

.^- .r.;.:> w^,- 

1.-. -^ oi. > -< r<-er. rrv?ken bv such causes : and re 
the r.::rr.r«eT of poor fatherless orphans and 
wh.^ have wTetchedness and ruin broug 
therri ATter such disasters to an army. 

>=. -w V i^cai If ^ve wish to avoid disasters let us folic 

:oors:ej>s of our best commanders, and 
sh,xV. uphold the dignit>' and honour 
vvv.":rv\ Napoleon always gave minute d 
tv" >•> v^rucers. but considered that a ma 
h.;vc^ vvuimiiicvl a serious fault who folio 
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er and not the spirit of his instructions,^ If we 
efully study war, we shall have no reason to jhe study of 
lent our disastrous losses, nor will our foes have "^ »«i»^^ 
opportunity given them of rejoicing over our 
Drs. Foolhardy and rash undertakings gene- 
y end in immense loss of life, and such 
takes are viewed to our detriment through 
^e magnifying glasses by our enemies. The 
eral who goes into action with the full deter- G«nends who 

, I 111- 1 • take their men 

lation to look upon each soldier as his own son, into bottle 

with cftutioo* 

most probably be most careful of each man's 
iable life ; and we ask, should it not be so ? 
t not these the strong arms that tend to cover 

commanders with glory ? A man who looks 
he poor soldier s wants, who does not needlessly 
ass him, who brings him cautiously under fire, 

ever find the British soldier face any difficul- 

in time of need, and that he will accomplish for 
h a commander more than any soldier in the 
e world. Discipline must be supported, but Discipline to 
-e are many ways to gain the soldier s heart, and ^^^ 
e indulgences are never thrown away. Again, 
must understand the men. They may be un- 
cated, or otherwise, but they are reasoning 
igs, and must be treated as such. The greatest 
ian in the army can be mastered by a few Whatwonb 

can do. 

ds applied in a proper manner. Many a man 

* Alison, vol. vi. p. 29. 
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is made worse by harsh expressions — an appeal 
to a man's sense of right in temperate language, 
TfMn«*i bSs to do good. Get hold of his reason, 
and then yxya have the man. The author has 
httm about thirty }-ears in the Native anny. but 
darn^ that period be has seen much of European 
noofis. Tbe sie^ of Lucknow told htm wha 
splendid IcQovs tbe British soldiers really were 
and as be slept, for five months, in the same room 
with tbe n»en of tbe jcnd Regiment, he found cmi 
tbar mys and tbor feelings. There is the utmost 
t oi amplidt)- in the roug:h uneducated 
i aD are amenable to reason, explained insimpil 



• Let tbcm see }^ou take an interest in them, 
ibcT win confide in you. We have known endka 
cases of baki characters being shamed into goodi 
behaTiour. Out of hundreds, we may quote on& 
as an instaxKc. The man was a very bad chS' 
ncter, aikd insulted tbe warders in the Militarf 
PnsoiL Tbe Author was field officer of the week. 
and was sommoaed by the sergeant to investigate 
a case against this man. On speaking to him, the 
prisoner was sulky and angr>-. The Author asked 
what regiment be bekxiged to. and found he was in 
one of the most distinguished corps that fought 
during the Sepoy Mutiny. We said, ' You who 
sen-rtl so noWy, and fought so bravely in 1 857, 
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/ here ? What a shame f He replied, * A poor 
41 never gets a chance, sir. These warders 
ly a fellow till he can't stand it' We added, 
Dme, you shall have a chance, and you shall not 
punished if you promise to behave better for 
: future.' He said, ' You shall see, sir. I will His promise, 
►mise you that' The sergeant smiled and said, 
am afraid, sir, the man requires something 
re than words.' We said, * He is a man^ 
geant, and not a wild beast as you supposed he 
s when you suggested to me to bring him before 
i with hand-cufifs on, and I told you it was 
ite unnecessary, as you see it was. The man 
d some shame, when he remembered what a 
ble fellow he had been in hard and perilous 
nes.' This man became a reformed character Reformed 

chftracter. 

)m that day ; and so will thousands of others if 

Imly appealed to and temperately spoken to. 

lere is much simple wit amongst the soldiers, 

d the author has made it a point to get men 

conversation. By this means you find out their 

le ways, tricks, and jokes, and no men enjoy a 

:e more than the brave British soldier. A colonel 

i to a sergeant, * We must build a high wall to The monkey'i 

vent the natives bringing in grog.' The 

g^eant said, ' It must be a very high wall, sir, 

t the **monkeys egg" can't get over.' 'The 

lonkey's t,^^ ! " what's that, sergeant ? ' said the 
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cnlooeL * Wliy. sir, it's only a b1ad<Ier that can 
be thrown over any wall, and it don't break like 
botde would.' ' Then.' said the colonel, ' I'll put 
a s&cady sergeant to pick up these monkey's eggs,' 
' Ah.' replted the sergeant, * it must be an uncom- 
manly steady man, sir. that won't be bribed with 
ks^ the liquor, and you, sir, won't know a " blow 
about it' The colonel said, ' Tho'c you have m^ 
sergeant ; it's no use, I see, to try to stop it aft 

'tfut!' 

The man who related this wears the 'go« 
CDoduct medal' He said. ' The way to prevcrt 
the men getting native grog is to open 
canteen, and pay the soldier every day. He wi 
spend all he has, treat his chums, and be taken 
care of if ha gets too much, instead of being founi' 
on the roadade, dead drunk mth the filth he gets 
in the bazar.' 

This old sergeant said that in his corps a maa 
shot his comrade. The colonel paraded the 
p^ment, and said, ' My men, I am an old man; I' 

B ha\-e trusted you, I have beaten the Seiks wi 
jTju, I have had hard work with you. I have been 
a father to you, but now when you do this, when 
man shoots his comrade, you will shoot yi 
&dKr aba Have you not fathers ? What am 
to do with you now ? You disgrace me in my 
age, you bring shame upon your protector, yc 
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U-wisher. I treated you as my sons, and yet 

If you are shooting your comrades.' 

The sergeant said that many great stout fellows 

to ' blubber like babies/ and he was one of ' 

The simple word 'father' touched their 

y souls ; it was the word 'Quirites," in fact, used 

ICsesar with such effect. Now men who are so 

illy overcome, depend upon it, have something 

liy good in them, and merely require tact and 

mess. Some are simply incorrigible, yet there 

a deal of 'dry wit ' in even these ; and little real 

■ice at heart One fellow who was 'drummed • 

1' walked down the open ranks, and looked up c 

§liis comrades' faces and smiled, examined their 

and ' buttons ' at a glance, and when he ( 

^ to the end, he said. ' Colonel, this, is, without 

teption. the finest and cleanest body of men I 

r inspected, sir ; very creditable indeed, sir!' 

other, after taking his lashes, said, ' The 

iitest corporal punishment I have ever 

Kergone, colonel. Thank you, sir ! ' One very 

i character said, ' You should get better chaps 

I these here to lay it on, sir. Why I'll take 

: that licking any morning to give me a relish 

I my breakfast ! ' A man may In his own opinion 

In remarkably fine officer, but young men who 

nk that respect is simply due to their ' red coat' 

'sword,' should remember that the soldier is 
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to be commanded by the mind, and in the ma 
f simple manner, — through the heart Respect i 
gained by affection rather than by harsh i 
irritating language. We firmly beheve that man 
' a fine soldier has been tempted to be impertina 
from the overbearing and haught>' demeanour ) 
inconsiderate officers and sergeants. We im 
only to converse with the men to be satisfit 
of this. Our experience tends to assure ' 
that every soldier must be treated as a thinkinj 
reasoning man. Because the one is poor, and d 
other holds a commission, it does not follow th 

^the officer should address a private in any otb 
way than he would a gentleman. He loses fa 
dignity, if he loses his temper; and one man < 
n«tjhwtrt» as likely to lose his temper as the other. It 
running a great risk, — it is tyranny, — to use hart 
language to an old veteran. You expect that v 
man to be all fire and spirit when he rushes at h 
enemy, yet you do not hesitate to rouse his ang( 
and make him consider you his foe for the tini 
being. Such harsh language would not be s 
mitted to by a cab-driver in London ; he woui 
certainly trj' to knock you down. 

The duty of an officer is to curb his own tci 

per. to impress upon all offenders in a quiet j 

firm manner, that they have committed an offenrt 

^crc are few soldiers so lost to all feeling ( 
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lame and honour, as not to be submissive, wheni 
ey are fully made aware of their faults, 
arsh, indiscriminate, and unwarrantable abuse ""rah 

language 

n only weaken discipline, — because the man weakeiu 

' ' discipline. 

spects the officer as a gentleman, and expects, 
m of course to 'act as such,' 

Sir Alexander Ball understood how to com- The power of 
and men ; he said, ' An mvisible power it was aotdicr. 
at quelled them, which was therefore irresistible 
Kause it took away all power of resisting — ^a 
culty that appealed to the offender's own being — a ^H 

culty and a presence he had not been previously ^H 

ade aware of. He saw when dealing with an ^H 

leducated soldier that strength may be met by ^H 

rength, the power of inflicting pain (i.e. in ^H 

irporal punishment) may be bailed by the pride ^H 

' endurance ; the eye of rage may be answered ^H 

/ the stare of defiance or the downcast look of ^| 

irk revengeful resolve. Hut who dares struggle ^H 

ith an invisible combatant .'' Law commands and ^H 

innot be commanded.' ^H 

This law is the most powerful weapon in the'TTiemojt 
ands of the military authorities, but to have the weapon. 
esired effect it must be used without the remotest I 
gn of anger or passion. Who has not seen the 
are of defiance evoked when rage has made an ^m 

flicer forget that he is speaking to a brave, ^| 

g^|Ue». though perhaps misguided man ? ^^k 
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Explain to him the law he has broken, and in 
almost all cases the downcast look of mental 
sorrow will appear in the man'^ countenance — so 
soon as he stands self-convicted, — ^but never 
before. To act on this plan, however, requires a 
knowledge of vmn, and there are various modes 
of reasoning according to the class of offender and 
Xcci:=^ the circumstances of the case There is nothing 

r.vxl'Y bad in 



^inc. 






totally bad in nature. Poisons require anti- 
poisons. Strength of stubborn nature may be 
overcome by gentle treatment * A soft answer 
tumeth away wrath,' and this is the sound 
principle to go on with all men, of every nation 
under heaven. An old soldier may often be 
inconsiderate, but that does not warrant our insult- 
in^;- hini by harsh language, or goading him almost 
iv'* insult us in return. He is tempted to do so 
;r. :r.oro self- defence, which is assuredly the * first 
l.vw of nature.* and upon which we so much 
ccv^envi when the brave British private is engaged 
N\'::h o;:r enemies. These humble, oft uneducated 
r,".e:i are full of heart They are extremely fond 
of each o:her : are generous to a degree and also 
iv.v\<: re:narki:^.g. When they know you they will 
oonr-vie in \ou. and tell vou all their little wants. 
1:: ;\\::le :hev will risk their own lives to save 
i\xv' .- *; >vn::>i^ At l.ucknow the devoted conduct of the 
iC- x*';v mou of the j;2nd Ixiffles all description. The 
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.uthor has seen men try to save their officers, ' 
id praying to be allowed to do what the officers 
>nsidered their special duty. It would indeed ( 
e gp*oss ingratitude to such brave men not tO' 
xord their fine traits of character — if possible in/ 
Iters of pure gold. 
What will the brave private not do for his ^^^latthc 

private soldier 

omrade? If he g^ets into trouble he tries to Joes for his 

*=* comrade. 

belter him. If he has exceeded in his cups he 
rill put him in his cot/ prevent him talking or 
isulting other men, and will protect him as if he 
'ere his own brother. This does not exist to the 
ime degree in other nations, — it is peculiarly Peculiarly 

British, 

•ritish ; and it is this solid, but invisible chain that 
inds our splendid soldiers together in the rush of 
atde. ' A comrade ' means ' a brother ; ' and that is a comrade is 

a brother. 

le reason our men fight so stubbornly, for they see 

leir brethren fall around them. The Amalgama- 

on has brought the British and the old Company's indianofficcrs. 

fficers more together, and we are now one body. 

The splendid achievements of the Indian Army 

re recorded in the brightest pages of history, and 

.n army with names such as Lawrence, Clive, 

)utram, Nicholson, Pollock, and Hodson, with 

(lousands of others too numerous to record, may be 

dmitted to be worthy of a place in the noble line 

* The soldier's iron bedstead is always called in barrack 
nguage, his * cot* 
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of Her Majesty's forces. Doubtless ma 
soldier can call to mind the kind acts 
Company's officers during the mutiny 
And when the veteran has done w 
settled down by his humble fireside ii 
he will no doubt recount often the 
considerate acts of a body of genti 
shared his hardships and fought side t 
The Hack- him for months together. Yet let 

bone of ilic 

Army. fccord the deeds of our officers ; it u 

draw attention to the ' Backbone ' of 
the glorious ' private soldier,' — the ma; 
carried our name through the length 

Wbai ihe of the world ; the man who has coven 

Jutsfutu'i. glory; the man who keeps our mos 
Queen on her throne, and protects 
firesides, and all our beloved ones, from 
of the most powerful foe. And when 
'private,' we include most assuredly' 
* Jack Tar,' — indeed every man who d< 
to maintain the power of our country, 
learned men write on our commanders- 
shall be the noble, and — even th( 
unguarded and reckless, — the brave 
soldier.' No better men are to be foi 
army, and right strong are we when we 

Mere thudren tToops. Thcy are as a rule mere chil< 
are not ' wild beasts,' — the rough exterit 
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the diamond when polished. * The man 's the 
gfold for a' that/ and this is simple truth. When 
Napoleon said, 'Give me British officers and I Napoleon on 
mil conquer the world/ he inadvertently insulted officers. 
Jehovah ; for God made the private too, and gave 
bo him a soul as well as to his more highly 
^ucated superior, or officer, — not his superior as 
% man, but with the further reasoning power that 
comes from education. 

Everything is easy when we know it ; the boy* instruction 

requisite. 

can do a difficult problem when he is instructed, 
and officers must learn to teach their men aright in 
very simple language, most particularly when they 
are brought up for any misconduct. A little Patience and 

explanation. 

patience, a litde time spent in explanation of the 
seriousness of the offence, will be amply repaid by 
the effect it will have on the uneducated or reckless 
soldier. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Ptexsce c/ Mmd a matter of Experience — Nerves of Novices 
^•^ Vi be spared — Horrid Scenes in War — Calm Courage 
coGspared with Impetuous Rashness — We want Prudent as well 
as Brave Soldiers ; but the Leaders should be Thoughtfal 
Mea — It takes all sorts to make an Army — ^The Chivalnnis 
Sc&fxr of the Age— Fate of French after Sedan Compared wiA 
Probable Fate of the Defenders of Lucknow had the Place 
iLlJea--Hov Soldiers may lose Confidence in Thcmsdves- 
Dbi^ feci Cholera feared more than Death in Action ; the In- 
T2s£bue Foe dreaded more than the Visible— The Foot Soldier 
feces greater Danger than the Ca\-alr>- Man— Different kinds 
cf Cccrage — Example wily Required — Advantage of Lectures to 
$CMC3ers> recccsting former Deeds of our Army. 

Having drawn anention to the critical moment 

:n banle. we now proceed to remark on what is 

gx^neral'y termed * Presence of Mind/ We are too 

jrrv^ne to consider that a soldier only requires drill, 

and e-xpect that a mere recruit will act as a veteran 

forthwith. A young soldier ought to be treated as 

cart^fully as a child. There is nothing so trjing to 

the boy soldier as to see his comrades dropping 

about him. and to obserx'e them groan and die in 

his presence. How few men there are who can 

witness the most trifling surgical operations for the 

nrs: time, without feeling that there is something 

rt^pulsiw in the sight ! Yet we often expect mere 

novices> mere bo)'s in age, to witness the most 
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awful scenes without a shudder. Many a good 

surgeon has fainted on his first introduction to the 

dissecting-room, yet the same man has, afterwards, 

cut up the dead body of a human being as coolly 

and calmly as a butcher does the carcase of an ox. 

Thousands of timid recruits have turned out the 

bravest of the brave veterans. Admitting then 

that all men's nerves are not strung alike, it is our 

duty, for humanity's sake, to make the soldier j^'S""' 

feel these horrors as little as possible. We can 

prevent his mind dwelling too much on such sad 

spectacles by keeping him fully occupied. The 

best plan our experience tells us is, to pour a ^u"!.^"*^ 

steady fire on the enemy whenever circumstances "'1™"'3B=- 

are favourable, instead of letting the poor fellows 

gape and stare at their dead comrades, until they 

themselves feel that dispiriting sensation that 

comes on all who see their own side suffering 

loss, and know they are inflicting no injury 

in return. But we do not assert that it is prudent 

to fire at all times. There is a vast difference How and 

when lo be 

between covering an advance by a well directed dis- '™''" 
charge as you proceed, and reserving your volley 
on certain occasions to stagger an advancing foe. 
At Talavera, for instance, the French advanced p^jj;^^'^ 
under a fire of eighty pieces of cannon, but the ^'^•^^ i 
British did not return a single shot till the 
assailants came up to within twenty paces. * A 
tremendous volley was then delivered from our 
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line, and the tnyooet dkl the rest' To aa 
Bdel^ciit jDod). or one of strong emotiotli it i 
a tryk^ ^^A to see a cotmade' s body cut in tva 
Iq? a ratmd sbotr or. to obsierve another ( 
beai&SB ontbegroond with the blood spirting out 
of the arteries of tbe neck : to witness the wrifli 
ing contortioas of a poor fellow shot through Hn 
abdomen : to see a friend leap up in the air with 
ydl and fall down dead, struck through the heat 
Amongst men in action the effect may be, ai 
often is. different Some of a phlegmatic I 
perament will evince no outward indication 
»*• emotion — perhaps all you observe is a swt 
vacant side-glance at a dead comrade. Agai 
the rash ' de\*il-niay-care ' fellow will probal 
grind his teeth, and clutch his musket all t 
tighter, eager for revenge. Another, of a delica 
— or highly nervous — temperament may feel I 
tremendous emotions of a truly sensitive 
contemplating the fearful destruction of life a 
him. One of these suffers from 
obtuseness of intellect The other feels a sort 
desperation regardless of all consequences — bo 
are somewhat incapable of realising the full dang 
of their position : indeed the 6rst marches 
without being able to take advantage of 
opportunity, and is not alive or acute enough I 
avoid any sudden danger. Now the courag 
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the third we consider as preferable — lie feels v 
IS position, yet he remembers his duty ; he ad- « 
uices by the force of moral influence, fully 
»are of the danger, yet prepared to face death 
I obedience to orders. He recollects what is 
ipected of him, and is not impelled by an excite- 
lent that would unfit him for work demanding 
utmost caution ; nor is he lethargic or apathetic 
rhere all his acuteness is requisite. Pericles said, p 
Those, however, would deservedly be deemed 
Bore courageous who know most fully what is 
errible and what is pleasant, and yet do not 
n this account shrink from dangers." A v 

bull trusting to his immense strength, and 
lot actually suffering any pain, will rush headlong 
it everything regardless of all obstacles, till felled 
a blow on the head ; yet, had the same power- 
animat only been wary, how few would have 
to approach him ! It is the same with men 
'ho are rash ; we may say they have lost their 
presence of mind.' That huge felTow who / 
mrers and bends down to avoid the trifling 
ijury he might receive from the blow of a 
lennis-bair will, perhaps, in his excitement, rush 
ingle-handcd at a line of armed men, to be 
tilled ere his comrades can come up. We want 

erefore prudent calculating men as well as brave 1 
soldiers. We require not only soldiers who will 



2l6 



VICTORIES AND DEFEATS 



tnusiin 
Jrtera 

gtcellcDt 



■ All kind& of 
men required 



V 



advance but men with all tlieir senses and wits 
about tliem ; not cruel, relentless monsters, lost 
to all sense of mercy, but individuals with full 
possession of their reason — who know how far to 
press a stubborn enemy and when to avoid the 
least tendency to cruelty towards a wounded 
prostrate foe. Brave soldiers are not fiends, and 
to grant quarter to an enemy who lays down his 
arms must ever be pleasing to any man^-sotdia 
or civilian — who is not a devil at heart Th« 
Prusdans in the late war behaved nobly, and 
never has any army conquered so completely b] 
the grand system of teaching each unit of tb 
force his duty. Irrespective of the high educaW 
inculcated, the solidity of the Prussian system 
excellent. Each man may be made an excellcn 
part of one whole huge machine by compld 
training for the exact work required of him. 

The thinking element is absolutely required i 
the leaders, each in their several degrees, bi 
high education is not necessary to make the sul 
ordinates good soldiers. ' It taks a sort of fd 
to mak a world ' and it also takes all kinds 
men to make a good army. The ' plane ' cann 
do the work of the ' saw." nor can the ' chi 
perform the work of the ' hammer.' The mas< 
cannot do the work of the carpenter ! Thus 
the army we shall find that a simple educalii 
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is all the * private ' requires. We do not want an 

army composed of men who may some day think 

that they know as much as their generals. We 

need strong arms to pull the ropes of our vessel Strong: anm. ' 

of State, but we require our captains to understand 

navigation, — in other words the grand system of DiTision of 

labour 

the division of labour, and each man to know fequired. 

his OTvn work thoroughly. In the * Remarks on 

the scope and uses of Military Literature and 

History,' we find the following : * It is the moral 'Moral force' 

force which constitutes the base of all human 

action ; and it is the cultivation of a chivalrous 

soldier which in this age, as in every other, must 

ensure honour and success in wars.' When our 

foe is vanquished, he has been sufficiently punished ; a foe 

vanc^uished to 

as soon as he lays down his arms he should be obtain quarter. 

treated with mercy. But whilst he uses his 

weapons of defence, self-preservation permits us if 

need be to take his life. Observe the vast differ- Difference in 

ence of the position of the French after * Sedan,' 

and reflect how different it would have Been had 

they been vanquished by Saracens or Sepoy 

mutineers. Had the garrison of Luck now been 

overcome, not one man would have been spared. 

3n the other hand the * chivalrous soldiers' of Thcchivairout 

:o-day, those of the Prussian Army, looked on 

md saw 375,000 prisoners permitted to live. 
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whereas in times past wholesale butchery 

massacre would have been inevitable. 

Ceneni General Havelock had his troops in splenc 

VCD. order. The whole body was composed 

determined and active men. The intellccti 

power was in the chief; but the same unammi 

of thought, and similarity of action effected I 

that brave band just what, more or less, w 

tend to uphold the dignity and supremacy of t 

•j^^^^ British Army so long as a sergeant or a corpof 

wivwl^lanbc ""^i^ains to Command a body of our splentl 

^^rou*. soldiers. The uneducated soldier can be chJvall 

when he understands that cruelty is not brave 

Savages proceed on a different system, and ex) 

minate their foes, not excepting the women i 

children of the vanquished. 

The British soldier as we say requires to 

treated with care or he may be ' cowed," and tl 

he has but little confidence in himself. Tab 

The effect of lot of young rccFuits from England: place th 

cholcmonlhe . t ,■ \, 11. J ■ t 

nerres. m an Indian barrack where men are dying oli 

lera, and you will observe what these youths fi 
It is not uncommon in such instances even to 
' plucky' men upset and agitated ; you may hai 
hear a single man 'whistling;' all seem mcl 

Dej«ciion choly and dejected. What is this but mere \ 

CDgeiidrrcn. 

of ' presence of mind'.' If you went up to 
and said, 'We march into action to-morrow, 
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* probable his countenance would brighten up at 
nee. Now the mind causes all this : it is not 
lalanced properly. The inz'isibU foe is dreaded ; 
ihe visible is not Yet death in the battle>iield Dotth m 

bottkBi 

% more terrible than cholera to face. In an tcmbie. 
instant, a poor creature is hurled into etemit)-. In 
ixe malady, men are sometimes hours supported by 
lope ; but in action a ' shell ' bursts and hardly a 
ragment of the poor mortal is afterwards to 
)e found, — if the shell has exploded close to him, 
[)erfaaps a few bits of bloody rags are all that 
remains. 

The mind of the boy soldier is often in a most '^^^ ^ 
excited state just as he enters the round-shot 
range The terrific effect of one of these projectiles 
is astounding ; under such fire it requires the utmost 
nerve to keep a man steady. We are therefore 
of opinion that our troops must for the future be 
protected with far more artillery than heretofore. 
But the importance of this arm is proved too by 
previous experience— at the battle of Borodino, Artillery 
1812, at Warsaw, 1 831, at the Malakoff, at Sebas- Borodino tmi 

r 1 • T t . °^***' battles. 

topol, at the passage of the river Lech in 1632, at 
the battle of Friedland, 1807, at the battle of 
IVagram, at the battle of Llitzen, 18 13, at the battle 
)f Hanau, 18 13, and in numerous other battles 
lot excepting Sedan — and we may rest assured 
hat an army without a very overwhelming force of 
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P» artillery will be helplessly routed and driven of 
the field ere the infantry can reach the enemy. 

"- The nerve of the infantry soldier is sorely tried 

"■ in battle ; he has to submit to heat, to extreme 
cold, to thirst, and often when jaded he has to 
attempt a charge. Let any one go up a hill at a 
sharp walk : then tell him when he is tired and 
breathless, that if he were in a battle, with an 
enemy at the top, he would be expected to i 
fresh men standing tliere to receive him. WliaE 
would such a man say ? Why very likely. * I 
simply could not do it. I can hardly drag my 
limhs along, how then could I " double-up " and 
fight?' The foot soldier is in a far different 

"J" position from the cavalry trooper in a charge. 
The tramp of a thousand horses, is a soun 
enough to excite any man ; but the cool, pet' 
severing advance of infantry requires unbounded 
nerve, stubborn endurance, and extreme courz^ft 
The swift horse bounds up and brings his ride 
fresh and full of strength to deliver the cut. The 
poor infantryman has had to face a storm ( 
round shot and bullets, and at a time whfi 
wearied and out of breath he positively feels iha 

«►* he cannot drag himself along. When thercfort 
a gallant corps charges up to a batterj' and \ 
totally disorganised by losing half its men, 
Bt not too hastily blame them for not carr)-it 
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lace. Nor when we hear of a troop of horse 
ig their way clean through a battery, and 
ing back again, should we too readily pro- 
each man a hero. We believe that a Ncnrcnot» 

much tned id 

rd is far more easily detected in the infantry **** cavalry, 
in the cavalry ; for it seems impossible to 
that a strong able-bodied man, mounted on 
[ft horse, and at the gallop, could be so 
animous as to try and shuffle out of the 
going at such an exciting and thrilling pace, 
poor jaded, thirsty, and worn-out foot 
ir has much more than the mere dread of 
inemy to daunt his couragfe. It requires Great pluck 

' o T necessary. 

jtmost pluck at all times, to enable the 
try soldier to do his duty. Let the man 
has travelled under an Indian sun when the 
IOmeter indicates 120°, try to realise the 
gs of a fellow- creature — of a human being 

overworn and half-dead with fatigue and 
lening thirst, is instantly required to dash at 
lemy. Some men can stand torture better 

others, some have greater endurance, but if 
ronounce men cowards who fail to do what 
ms could scarcely accomplish, we judge them 
^ and most unjustly. The Author has himself India in 1857. 

Examples of 

what he describes, and well knows what the trial of nerve, 
►h soldier had to do in India in 1857, when 
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men were overpowered by the sun, or, as the) 
termed it, 'dead beat' 

The ' extreme cold ' again, that the Prussians 
and French stood would have tested all the nene, 
courage, and endurance of the bravest soldiers. 

As for the word ' courage ' we are at a loss in 
explain it. but we may be better understood ii 
we say ' presence of mind ' u; the first essential, 
and that one man is not so immensely superior to 
another in actual courage. We have seen the 
veteran start, like a nervous woman, when a gun 
has gone off suddenly. Why then should not 
the boy soldier be treated with sympathy when 
he has to witness the most terrific encounters 
among thousands of enraged men, with shot and 
shell falling on all sides and, as it were, dashing' 
his comrades to pieces ? It has been wisely 
remarked that ' during our whole life cacli 
individual is at the mercy of his neighbourl Life 
Wbotnbest jg jgar to every man, but he who is best prepareti 

prepared tor -" r r 

"^ for death is generally the most courageous because 

he does not fear it. Yet an unarmed, but brave 
man would not feel comfortable if he saw a 
powerful ruffian standing on the road with a dratm 
luunca o( sword. Some men are perpetually expecting a 
PT"*****"^ railway collision. Others fear mad dogs. Some 
have no fear of mad dogs, but are terribly alarmed 
ai the idea of being bitten by a 'cobra.' Soin 
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dare not mount a horse ; others think nothing of 
jumping a 5-foot wall, or more. Now it is unreason- 
able to call any of these cowards ; yet the good 
rider laughs at the nervous one. One pities the 
creature who dreads the railway collisions; in 
return the nervous old traveller pities the other 
nrho dreads the snake-bite. In all these instances onemanno 
one man is not more brave than the other, — it is hu m^ighbour 
simply that the nervous system is acted on through ^ ^' 
the mind, which is unsettled on that particular 
point We know a clergyman who said, * he was ^ dcrgTiiuai 
sure he would run away in battle ; ' yet from the ^^ ^o^*"*- 
pureness and piety of his life we know him to 
be no coward. Each day he encounters invisible 
dangers : he has to tend the death-beds of people 
with infectious maladies, facing indeed countless 
perils a thousand times worse than standing up in 
company with other men before a line of soldiers. 
But merely from imagination he lost his * presence 
of mind.' In reality he was no coward, any more 
than the characters above alluded to. If we did 
not admit that such acts on the part of men are 
caused by want of * presence of mind ' as regards 
the particular cause of terror, we should judge 
falsely of human nature. 
Is it probable that the Being who created the Some men not 

so much 

mind would have made some men so much more braver than 

others. 

afraid of death than others ? Is it right that a 
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mere youth who hesitates for a moment in battle 
should be called a coward any more than the 
nervous creature who dare not take his horse at a 
^^ jump? Both are afraid of something, and that 
cause — or something — will disappear as soon as 
* jwesence of mind ' returns. The pallid boy- 
soldier mav in another minute become alive to his 
position, and losing all anxietj" will rush boldly 
on, just as the timid rider only wants to be forced 
on a horse to make him by-and-by lead the field, 
perhaps, when he gets confidence. 
Avo&aDe oTa It IS related that a young midshipman, when his 
iK TTvm boat in action \^*as running towards the shore, was 
overcome with awe at the round shot and shdl 
falling on all sides. He became quite pale : but the 
captain said. * Never mind, youngster; I was just the 
same when I first went under fire.' The youth after- 
wards admitted that he lost all fear from that mo- 
ment : and many years afterwards, when he was high 
up in the serx'ice, he used to point to one of our 
Admirals and say, * That man saved 7}ie from being 
A icat* a coward.' We ourselves have seen a pious clerg)- 

man whom folks knew to be a mild, quiet person, 
walking to a funeral, during the Mutiny of 1857, 
with a Bible in one hand, and a double-barrelled 
xnin in the other. Before that time many might 
ha\-e thought that worthy parson a poor timid 
creature, instead of a brave and dauntless man. 
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We have seen the dashing: private roar like a bull J^^. private 

*^ * having a 

when his arm was amputated to save his life, just J^^ ^^^ 
as we have observed men generally thought to be 
brave lose all * pluck ' and g^ve up all hope when 
surrounded by perils. This occurs not only in Loss of 

^ * ' presence of 

batde, but at sea, and in all dangers that come ™"^^- 

suddenly and make men lose ' their heads,' or their 

presence of mind. Then again, have we not ThebuUy. 

seen the powerful man who tries to bully become 

a wonderfully changed person when suddenly 

opposed by one equally as strong, or one who is 

determined not to submit to physical force ? We 

Imow men who wear the * Victoria Cross ' of whom 

folks said, ' Who would have thought that Ae would 

lave acted as he did ? * — and why did they say so ? 

Simply because we are so prone to judge men by The imaginary 

an imaginary test as regards courage. Shall we courage. 

for a moment proclaim the yelling private a coward 

because he did not restrain his feelings when he 

suffered pain that many timid women would submit 

to without a g^oan ? Shall we overlook the fact that 

the same man rushed at his foe regardless of all fear.'* 

That, in short, though he faced death in the first 

instance, and then bellowed like a bull when the 

surgeon tried to save his life, it was only the 

^ant of * presence of mind ' that caused him to 

give way ? 

An Irishman who had both his legs taken off 
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by anxrnd shot, was in the Field Hospital when 
comrade was roaring out with pain in getting 
buDet extracted. Pat shouted out, ' Be japera, 
j-ou think nobody's kilt but yourself ? ' A 
during the sie^ of Lucknow having been 
by a round shot that passed through a looj 
another man was called to occupy the 
sentrj-'s post The new man said, 'Why. it 
certain death to put a felloM' in such a place.' 
the officer who commanded replied, 'Well, 
man. we must have a sentr)' there ; I do not ask 
to do more than I would myself ; stand aside, 1 will 
stand here. Ver)' likely another round shot *t11 
not come in at tliat spot for a week.' We are 
assured that the officer remained there till he was 
entreated to let the soldier be posted ; eventually 
he gave way, but not before he had thus mounted 
guard for some considerable time. It has been 
remarked that the Russian soldier stands in the 
most dauntless manner to be shot down, yet how 
often have the Turks defeated them ! 

The Chinese as a race face death in the mos; 
fearless manner. We were told as one instane 
that 1 50 Chinese were about to be e-tecutei! 
they were placed in lines, kneeling down, wh: 
their heads bent forward. One, a mere youth 1 ' 
fourteen, was obseired to turn a side-glance tu 
wards the man whose head was struck off to hi 
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left, and then, the next instant, he calmly placed his 
own neck in a position to receive the descend- 
ing stroke of the executioner s sword. Can it be 
supposed that aught but ' presence of mind ' and 
resignation can cause poor mortals to face death 
in such a way? Men have stood to be blown 
away from guns during 1857, and scorned to be Daring 

mutineers in 

even tied to the cannon, saying, ' There is no 1857. 

necessity, we are not afraid,' — yet these very men 

ran in hundreds, and sometimes in thousands, 

before a mere handful of British soldiers. Had 

those men evinced such fortitude in battle what 

might they not have done ? But when men see 

no hope, fortitude comes from desperation, where- Desperation 

causes 

as the courage that comes from * presence of * certain 
mind' considers the consequences beforehand, 
and enables the man to fight with greater deter- 
mination. This is why moral training is neces- 
sary. Example is everything ; and the fact of Example 

required. 

our possessing high-minded and intelligent officers 
in the army is the principal cause of our success, 
because, mind having sprung from the * Supreme 
Being,' each man is able to make up his mind 
to suffer or endure what he sees his superiors 
bear up with. The private sees that his captain Pnde is 

brought into 

is no more exempt from risk than himself, and pUy. 
a man s ^ pride ' comes to his aid when * presence 
of mind ' is predominant. We have only to 

Q2 
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read of the prodigious efforts made by the 
Russian officers durii^ the Crimean War lo 
force thrir men to advance, to be assured oi 
thb moral influence in action. The Briush 
soldier merely requires example — not pushing 
to the front In one of those huge Russian 
columns, one officer, a perfect giant in stature, is 
mentioned, who was the kmrt and soul of the mas 
tiU he was shot down. That man was indeed 
hero, — would that he had been spared ! 

A suggestion of ours may not be deemed 
of pUce here. We think that short interesting 
lectures tm occurrences in battle would be mos 
beneficial to the soldiers during the hot mont 
in tropical climates and in the winter season 
home. Of the thousands and tens of thousan 
of our army how many ever heard of Albuo 
Salamanca. Vimiera, or Marathon ? What numl 
know an)"thing about the deeds of the Crusaders, 
of the retreat from Moscow ? All these glorio 
battles teach lessons of fortitude, endurance, an 
' [Juck.' To hear of them would give men ca 
fidence, would raise their pride and stir them 
emulate such victorious deeds. Then, it is of 
much importance to tell a man how to act i 
himself as to teach many how to act togcthc 
History not only warns us of the mistakes hi ws 
it abo points out tous what discipline has accoi 
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plished : it satisfies a man that military tactics are 
most important Soldiers would be delighted with 
such lectures, though they will not read through 
huge volumes of history for amusement. And such Huge volumes 

. . . are not 

education is necessary, for we must not imagine ^ooi^edat. 
because we take a poor man from the plough and 
dress him in a red coat that he necessarily be- 
comes a soldier at heart. Nor, on the other hand, 
should we be right in supposing that, because others 
have not entered the military profession, they 
could not make good commanders if the opportu- 
nity offered. The American War fully proved what Civiiitns good 

officers. 

civilians could do when summoned to command. 
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been languid or apathetic soldiers in the path of 
Wcr^T Christian duty. Their real ambition was to do 

am>ttic«. 

good ; whilst to other men, how often has ambition 

caused their fall, as by it they have worked out 

^^^''*** their own destruction ? But the labour of the mind 

2^^^^ brings a man to the grave sooner than hardships 

J^ ^*" or corporeal toil, and those who ever gazed in the 

intellectual and care-worn faces of Lawrence or 

Havelock, must have had no difficulty in re- 

^^^=^=>«<^ marking the bold outlines of anxiety engraven 

on their countenances. The physical develop- 

ment of some men we find is very often out of 

all proportion to their intellectual powers; the 

TV miad the * engine ' is powerful, but the * regulator ' — or mind 

— is in unskilful hands, and when no attention is 
paid to the ' safety valve ' of discretion, excessive 
and increased action goes on till an explosion takes 
place. 
<o\:i^rs :rxe SoldieTS, like steam-engines, require to be 
Kx;;^^*- <^^^^rt guided by experienced hands. Often the power is 

there, among them, when the * head ' is wanting ; 
and where one soldier thinks, we are afraid that 
many go blindly and recklessly to work. Some 
men even invite death, acting like a drunken fellow 
who, when he stumbles on any obstacle tells // * to 
got out of the road ' instead of endeavouring to do 
so himself — and thus exemplify the saying, * Fools 
NNhAi 1^ j.^jj,]^ jj^ where antrels fear to tread.' A commander 
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"hen there are those who rise under the wing of Men who rise 

under great 

reat men ; who have never acted for themselves ; men. 
^ho, when from time to time thrown upon their 
>wn resources, prove how little brains they possess. 
The light infantry soldier requires much * pre- The light 

infantry 

jence of mind ' to pick out cover, to look out for »wi» must 

have * pre- 

' cavalry,' to expose himself as little as possible to aenccofmind.* 
the enemy's fire. It would be madness for these 
men to walk slowly over a plain, or to stand de- 
liberately in front of a battery firing grape. To 
send soldiers, — or let them go of their own accord, 
—into the very jaws of death, without using our 
utmost endeavours to protect and save them, is 
an inexcusable crime. * Prudence in war is the 
indispensable condition of successful daring.' If What is false 

courage or 

true courage merely consists in madly rushing up rashness, 
to certain destruction, any aspiring man may place 
himself any day at the top of the list of heroes, 
by squatting on a barrel of gunpowder and firing 
it with his cigar ! We have ever doubted the 
supernatural courage of the blustering fellow who Bluster not 

. I • pluck. 

tells nervous ladies, and quiet homely girls, that 
he never felt anxietj' in battle. We unhesitatingly 
^ert that it is not in human nature to be able to 
face death without anxiety of mind. Anxiety (or Anxiety in 

battle. 

'^ore probably the idea of future responsibility, 
either as regards time or eternity) is to the bravest 
JT^an what real virtue is to the woman : it makes 
him consider and reflect, and the moment he does 
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he anticipated, communicated to the troops of 
General Zeschwitz's force that had retired on 
Frankendorf where the second line of General 
Ruchel's force had been placed. 

A really good commander we have generally 
found to be a man of quiet, but acute observation. 
He seems to understand by one expression what 
you wish to intimate. He even anticipates what 
you are about to say, and thus proves his know- 
ledge of the world and his previous study ; for 
during a moderate lifetime spent in close observance 
of men and in gaining historical information, it b 
strange if a man of intellect (with a toleraUe 
memor)') cannot pitch upon a parallel case to the 
one immediately under consideration ; either as 
regards the position of an enemy, or the earnest 
AifMnier > representations of an officer. ' Alexander endeared 

himself to his officers and soldiers ; treated them 
with the greatest familiarity, admitted them to his 
table, his exercises, and conversations, was deeply 
troubled for them when overtaken by any cala- 
mity, grieved for them when sick, rejoiced at their 
recoverv, and shared in whatever befel them.'^ 
Such men bear in mind the frailties of erring 
human nature, and are kind and considerate, 
^p^^x^t in just and mcrciful. But in making arrangements 

for battle, they keep their plans secret ; the 

* RolUn*s 'Ancient History,' vol. vi. p. 297. 
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rand plot, at least, is not revealed, lest by 
I unguarded word from the Staff, they might be 
Lticipated by the enemy at a time when it would 
t ruinous to change their plans. One of our Tramp cards 

to be played 

ost respected commanders-in-chief — since then ia«^. 
Ivanced to the peerage — told the Author (when 
t bestowed the command of a regiment on him) : 
n managing men never use severe measures at ' 
ry/.' In other words do not play your 'trump 
rds ' too soon. The commanding officer loses ' 
s dignity and his power, if he is noted for award - 
g the severest punishments at first ; because, the 
en know his ways. The best plan is to alter the 
mishments so that no one can say what the head 

* a corps is likely to give. A card played in 
"oper time must be advantageous, but you need 

)t therefore 'show your hand.' 'Carnot/ said Camot 

organised 

apoleon, 'has organised victory.' It was the victory, 
axim of this great man ' that nothing was so 
isy as to find excellent officers in all ranks, if they 
ere chosen according to their capacity and their 
mrage.' ' For this reason he took the utmost pains 

• make himself acquainted with their manner and 
laracter, and such was the extent of his informa- 
)n that it was rare for a soldier of merit to 
cape him, even though only a simple private, 
adeemed it impossible that an army commanded 
r officers chosen exclusively from a limited class 
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of society could long maintain a contest with ont 
led by those chosen with discernment from the 
inferior ranks. This principle, being founded on 
the eternal laws of nature, is of universal applies 
tion.' ' Carnot understood men, but he judged for 
himself. There Is so much jealousy in the world, 
such differences of opinion — based often upon most 
unsound reasoning — that a commander only does 
his duty when he acts like Carnot, and finds oul 
the real character of the men or officers for whose 
advancement he is responsible to the ' State.' 

The Author was told by an old retired officer that 
he left the service in utter disgust because he never 
got a Staff appointment, although he was most at- 
tentive to his duties and had a love for his profession. 
This officer on leaving the service met a friend to 
whom he related the circumstances that led him to 
retire. His friend replied, ' My dear sir, So-and^ 
was your enemy, and whenever you applied thef 
was some little word put in, not exactly in ] 
favour — and much can be implied, eh ? ' It ti 
out that, as far back as 1820 or so, this old < 
had given some cause of offence (in a pure 
private matter) to the one who was his enemjl 
and who afterwards had the ear of the highd 
powers. Here a good and valuable ofiicefn 
lost to the service. 

' Alison, vol. ii. pp. 313-4. 



One of the old Governor-Generals of India 
used to walk up and down the verandah of Govern- 
ment House in Calcutta, and was heard to say, 
more than once, * Everybody speaks well of this Remarks of 
m^uiy there must be something in him. We will covcmor- 

Gcnerals. 

at least give him a trial/ How would it have 
been, however, if reports had gone the other 
way ? Thus Camot's plan of ascertaining for 
himself is far the safest and the most just one. Camot's a 

^ sate plan. 

In a native corps we have ourselves adopted this 
system with advantage, by not allowing a man to 
give opinions of his comrades and intimating to all 
that it is an insult to a commanding officer to tell 
liim that So-and-so is * bad ' or * good ; ' it implies 
in fact that the head of the corps does not know, 
or takes no interest in his men or officers. The 
door is thus shut to all ' stabs in the dark,' direct 
<x indirect 

Again we consider the calling of a council a council of 

war absurd as 

of war is an anomaly. It is something like b. ^rtOc 
judge who, having had the evidence before him, 
sentences a man to suffer death, yet holds out a 
hop^ of reprieve. If the judge, who has seen 
all the evidence, condemns the prisoner, why 
should he attempt to throw the whole respon- 
sibility on another, who cannot be better able 
to decide the case ? Was the man guilty or not ? — 
that is the question. Was the sentence a ju^t 
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I Hidden 
I tequircd. 



one ? If It was not murder, he was tried under 
wrong charge ; if murder, he should not 
So also with a commander of an army ; all I 
plans are within himself, and being better aw; 
of his entire resources than his subordinates, 
should only ask advice when he admits he hi 
lost all his self-reliance. Now the moment 
commander arrives at this state, he virtu^ 
ceases to possess that superior ability for whi< 
alone his country has placed him in so important 
position. Napoleon on the retreat from Mosco 
was ruined by taking advice. He was no loi^ 
the self-reliant conqueror he had been before, 
that retreat would not have ended as it did 
seems to us that a commander should al*a| 
possess certain hidden expedients uppermost 
his mind ; although his general plan of opO 
tions may be ever so apparent there should h 
we conceive, ^C)'<7?trf these, certain precautionary ! 
rangements to meet all probable difficulties and 
guard against all possible contingencies that mig 
arise from want of zealous support on the part 
subordinates, or from the carelessness, the 
takes, or tardiness of those on whom he depends 
carry out his plans, or projects. The skill of Phi 
posmcn in choosing ground and leading arm 
is ascribed by Livy " to his having formed 1 
mind by perpetual meditation, in times of 
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well as war, till nothing could happen which 
had not considered.' This, in var}-ing degrees 
1st be the case with all good generals, and in none 
ts it more conspicuous than in Napoleon. Wel- 
^rton, and Eugene. With them, as with Philopoe- 
sn, nothing happened which they had not already 
nsidered and weighed by general rulesw \'et 
en then defeats could not be always avoided. 
No rules can be laid down for war. anv more ^' 
an we can expect one ship to follow exactly the ^^ 
me course as another. ' Wind ' and ' tide will 
iry : we must look only for good navigation from 
le captain. Mind is requisite, and self-posse^sfon 
. danger. Sir Charles Napier, for in^tanc*:- •* h^^n s^^^Z- 
5 exercised ' his usual far-seeing •• subtlfrty ' ^J^, 
ften reversed the ordinary rules of war. He i> 
ideed a piteous commander who, fearing the re- 
ponsibility of acting contrar)- to custon-^ Jyr^futi^ 
> adopt a stratagem which from its novelty 
rould be all the more likely to suo:>%>cL 7>>e 
eneral who boldly confronts all dar,;jer> v. -^v.:'/^ ^^J^Zn^^ 
lis own judgment is far more likely v^ r>^ iVy"**: ^''"^^ 
nediocrity than the one who hesfta:^::* <uvi '/x,/. . 
CM- precedents before he acts. V/atch t>.e xr'.:/'^ 
i Napoleon. His army of r^:<:/:T\'*i :&.: !>.//:, f^fji^^ ^ 
lumbered 36,000 men, but it wi*, psirv:':/: i* ^ 
KTOclaimed to be only Sjcoo ir.c >.:..- ^t •-- * 
lustrians made little of thev: </x/y ,:.»>...':., 
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necessaij in 



Bonaparte hurled the rml reserve into ihe p\ai 
of Italy and thus won the battle of Marengi 
while the Austrians were still before Geneva! 
When an intelligent General finds that a 
extraordinary feat is necessary, lie need ni 

' hesitate for want of precedents, where his i 
science tells him he is doing right To do so 
little-mindedness. It is by the ' ««precedent 
as all history proves, that batdes have been fflo 
gained- Men are prepared for that whidi 
likely to happen, and will provide for the 
but the 'unusual' is a hidden enemy visi 
only when too late to be overcome. ' Hi 
valour supplies the place of armies, and sim 
manhood and its own great heart will creati 
nation worthy of freedom.' 

' The distinguishing part of our constitution 
its liberty. But the liberty, the only libert 
mean is a liberty connected with order, that 
only exists along wi//t order and virtue, but v\ 
cannot exist at all without them. It inhi 
good and steady government as its vital substa 
and principle.' ' 

I During 1857 it was seen how Indian ofiw 

worked. Small bodies of men were raised, 

the mutineers meeting with a determined o] 

sition were everywhere dispersed. How va 

' Burke. 
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ifTerent it would have been had any odier nation 
ccupied our position in India. 

Here we found * that unity of purpose and unity of 
:enuine zeal will preserve the public security' and urmy. 
rder/ By the mutual trust, moreover, and entire 
onfidence between a Government and its ser- 
ants a noble army is made. The Govern- a just 

. 1 11 • . Government, 

lent that proves by its acts that all its mten- how it win be 

supported. 

ions are straightforward, and that no political 
ntrig^es or artifices are ever permitted, may rest 
ssured of the zealous devotion and honest sup- 
K>rt of every servant, under all circumstances ; 
>esides this, as the servants naturally adopt the 
iigh principles of the Government, a body of 
lonourable-minded and high-spirited officers will 
spring up, who cannot be daunted by any unfore- 
seen difficulties that arise, and who will sacrifice 
Jiemselves readily for the good of their country. 
Such devoted and heroic men as young Salkeld of 
Delhi repute, and the brave and noble Nicholson, 
are produced under just Governments. Any one 
who reads the ' Momington Despatches ' will see Loid Mor- 
vrhat a generous Government — The Honour- "I^^chei. 
able East India Company — obtained by broad 
and liberal views. In one case some misguided 
officers who had thrown up their commissions 
at once tendered their services again, because a 
powerful enemy had appeared in the field ; and 
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they were not so mean-spirited or ignoble as I 
place the countr>' in jeopardy by gross ingratitudi 
An old. very old, colonel told the Author t 
another officer said to him, ' You should all thii 
yourselves lucky if you get six months' pay z 
were forced to retire.' This was after 1857,31 
the allusion was to Company's officers — a bod 
of gentlemen who had fought manfully for th 
Govermnent. Such an idea could never hai 
been entertained by an enlightened and generw 
Govemment such as ours is. and the remark is 
of many to show that individual opinions arc tol 
accepted with caution. To have acted thus wod 
have been to punish and ruin old and toi!-i 
veterans who could in no way be held responsib 
for the fanatical and diabolical acts of the Sepoy m 
tineers. Honesty and justice meet with their on 
reward, equally as dishonesty and injustice c 
fail to bring their own punishment. These s 
the two moral laws of our being which must b 
ever borne in mind, either as regards a Gover* 
ment or individuals : — 'The first, that every if 
r^ular passion or illicit desire acquires streng 
from the gratification which it receives, and btf 
comes the more uncontrollable the more it i 
indulged. The second, that the power of s 
denial, the energy of virtue, the generosity 1 
disposition, increase with every occasion in whi( 
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ey are called forth, until at length they become a 
>nned habit, and require hardly any effort for their 
cercise. On the counteracting force of these two 
lws the whole moral administration of the universe 
ii^es, as its physical equilibriiim is dependent 
n the opposite influences of the centripetal and 
^itrifugal forces/ ^ 

Blair says, 'Interfering interests and jarring BUironthe 
lassions are in such a manner balanced against Providence. 
>ne another, such proper checks are placed on the 
violence of human pursuits, and the wrath of man 
s made so to hold its course, that how opposite 
ioever the several motives at first appear to be, 
^et they all concur at the last in one result While 
imongst the multitudes that dwell on the face of 
Jie earth, some are submissive to the Divine 
iuthority, some rise up in rebellion against it, 
Dthers, absorbed in their pleasures and pursuits, 
ire totaUy inattentive to it ; they are all so moved 
by an imperceptible influence from above, that 
the zeal of the dutiful, the wrath of the rebellious, 
and the indifference of the careless, contribute 
finally to the glory of God. All are governed in 
5uch a manner as suits their powers, and is con- 
sistent with their moral freedom ; yet the various 
lets of these three free agents all conspire to work 
>ut the eternal purposes of heaven. 

^ Alison; vol. X. p. 39. 
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• The system upon which the Divine govern n .^i 
plainly proceeds is that men's own wickLdiiL-i 
should be appointed to correct them, that lliey 
should be snared in the work of their own handi 
When the vices of men require punishment u 
be inflicted, the Almighty is at no loss for du 
ministers of justice. No special interpositions 
power are requisite. He has no occasion tost 
from his throne and interrupt the majestic 
of Nature.' 

The law of extremes is worthy the contenqi 
tion of ever)' intellectual being. It is appafc 
ever>'where and in all things. The extremes 
heal and cold, the fire and the water, mountains 
snow and volcanoes ; the two poles in electriaq 
animals inhaling oxygen gas and giving a 
noxious gases, these noxious gases being absoHx 
by plants and again given out as pure oxygen g 
fit for animals. Plants draw, in fact, from t 
atmosphere what animals impart, and st^fy 
with what animals consume. The colour of whi 
is a mixtiu^ of all others ; ' red,' * blue,' ai 
' green," and all the rest by being blended 
certain proportions form what we had fand* 
rather to be no colour at all than all coloi 
together. The diamond, again, is made of tl 
same material as coal. The plant has its 
tritive as well as its reproductive organs, equal 
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"a^ with animals. Plants feed on mineral substances 
9nd by a wonderful power of assimilation convert 
ithese into vegetable substances for the use of man 
or animals. Animals possess voluntary motion, 
plants are stationary. In animals are or^ns of 
every form and construction, comprising prehensile 
machines, pumps, siphons, saws, and projectiles. 
For instance the talons of the eagle, the claws of the 
t^er, the proboscis of the elephant, are examples 
of prehension. The double tube of the butterfly 
xnrhich takes up liquid nutriment and the lancet of 
the gnat which at once pierces the skin and forms 
a tube for suction, are all examples of pumps and 
Suckers. Many of the humble molluscs are fur- 
nished with a tongue that can rasp or saw the 
sea-weed so as to reduce it to a pulp. The star- 
fish has hundreds of tubular suckers with which 
to seize any unfortunate 'periwinkle,* that may 
come in its way. The sea-jellies have long con- 
tractile filaments by which to sting and grasp 
their victims. And one little fish {Cfioetodon 
rostralus) has a projectile apparatus which enables 
it to shoot with a drop of water the small flies on 
which it lives. Are not these marvels ? Instincts Th« wondew 

or marvels of 

of self-sustenance, self-defence, production and sup- Nature. 
port of offspring ; instincts of migration, nest-build- 
ing, incubation, gregariousness. Thus the mineral, 
vegetable, and animal kingdoms are closely 
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connected and really mutually dependent ; 
ifMr^anic kingdom supports the v^etabte, and 
v^ctable kingdom is essential to the exisn 
and development of the animal. Then thei 
rfjc gradual modification of the nervous sy! 
fraan the zoophyte up to man : and in man tl 
the mind — the connecting link between the n 
and mortal below, and the spiritual and imni 
above. 

Chemical affinity does not only corabine d 
substances into one compound body, it also e 
dkc opposite process, it decomposes. 

* The Gulf-Stream takes its rise in the Gul 
Mexico, where the temperature is 86° ; it is e 
in volume to 3.000 Mississtppis. Its length (I 
its Mexican head to the Azores is 3,000 i 
It has been calculated that the quantity of E 
decfaarged o\'er the Adantic from the watas4 
the Gulf-Stream in a winters day would be sul 
ent to raise the whole column of atmosphere Owl 
rests on France and the British Isles from the 
freerii^ point up to summer heat. Here are the 
marks of benevolent design: but for this, England 
would have been a frost-bitten realm, as in point 
of latitude it corresponds with Labrador, where 
the climate is exceedingly harsh.' 

7*hen oxygen gas supports combustion. 
Hj-drogen is incapable of doing so, yet when setoa 
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I it is exceedingly combustible. Nevertheless 
part by weight of hydrogen mixed with 
bt parts of oxygen if ignited by a taper 
I explode with violence, and the whole will be 
idensed into water. 

The butterfly has 20,000 convex lenses, each 
ted to be a distinct and effective eye, 
png creatures nourish from their upper parts, 
■the mouth chiefly. Plants nourish from below, 
rail, ' Honio est planta inversa' 
Then the wonders of absorption are astounding, 
iserve the duties of the lacteal and the ' lymphatic ' 
Isels: one absorbing nourishment from digested 
in the alimentary canal within, the other from 
I whole of the internal and external surface of the 
By — and so numerous are they that the point of 
■ finest needle can touch no part of the body with- 
\ coming in contact with a branch of this system 
iressels. 

Frees of the class Endogenous increase by the 
^idon of longitudinal fibres from the inside. 
leir opposites, the Exogenous trees, increase by 
addition of longitudinal fibres beneath the 
irk and on the outside of the wood near the 

timference. 

* Let us now take the blood — here we find the 
' venous ' and the ' arterial ; ' the former is incapable 
of nourishing the body, the latter is the proper 
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nutriment and sdmulant of the system. In Ae 
brain (cerebrum) we have the two equal lateid 
hemispheres ; these are again subdivided into 
three, — the ' anterior,' " middle,' and ' posteriot 
'The "cellular tissue" of the body con^ts 
two parts : one fills up all the interstices whidi 
are left between the various organs and thi 
unites them with each other, the other portioi 
closely surrounds the organs, penetrates into lh( 
interior, and contributes largely to their fomutioo 
One is the " external " the other the " internal 
cellular tissue.' 

We see design in the ' lama " for the cn^ 
of the Cordilleras, and the camel for the wort 
in tlie desert. The former has a foot of w 
spring toes, completely divided, and at the ti 
a strong hoof, pointed at the extremitj- and hook( 
down like a claw ; whereas the camel's feet a 
broad, extensively cushioned below and « 
like a pad. These few examples of the wonderfi 
works of creation have been introduced to dra 
the attention of the reader to the advantage whi( 
may be derived by cultivating a taste in the Anr 
for acquiring general knowledge. The soldier whi 
thinks deeply on such interesting, such inspirii 
and useful topics ought certainly to acquire a moi 
training which will lead him to think, — after al 
what is mortal life ? 



THE PURPOSE OF LIFE . 25 1 

What is there in it that we should care to live \ 
for except the affection of our relations and friends, • 
and the pleasure of endeavouring to do good to all ' 
mankind, as far as in us lies, — above all, to do !> 
our duty in that position where God has placed i 
us? 
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CHAPTER XI. 

Advantages of reading History — How Heroes art tnadt— lit 
Icon's Principle— The general Tone of Public Opinloa bbj 4 
times be usefully cocisuJied — How to obtain a Huge AnnjiV 
England without adopting either System of Landwehr of ' 
slwrm — What will happen if we neglect our Anillery— I 
fiinher: Baylen, Aspem, Sedan, ChillianwaJIa— To nq;lecidi 
Arm as unwise as to build Wooden Ships to fight Iroi 
What Hyder Ali's notion of otir Artilleiy was— Artilter 4 
Priesniti, at F^re-Champenoise, in the Balkan, and u 
War. 

Advaniagesof HiSTORY then, dear reader, furnishes us will 

leading f 

examples of the advantage of cultivating a hig| 
moral tone amongst the military- class. Itnuistcc 
V ince us that these examples should ever come, I 
the first instance, from the rulers, to be transfus 
then as a ccytain result throughout every portion I 
the community. When the head of the army prova 
by his noble and straightforward acts that maril 
and honourable sentiments are ever uppermost i 
his mind, we may rest assured that the exampi 
is not lost — even on the most humble private in tl 
ranks. The most ignorant or illiterate soldiJ 
carefully appreciates ' the simple majestj- of a r 
to whose eye his fellow-men are seen as man i 



now NAPOLEON COMMANDED 253 

1, Stripped of every circumstance of accident or 
'i, and in whose soul burns nothing but the 
which makes martyrs and heroes. It is this 
fer which gives a moral influence which nothing 

approach.' 'These,' says Burke, 'are ties, 
jgh as light as air, as strong as links of iron.' 
Japoleon commanded his army by a different 
:ess, and the result was, that he never was 
uded but with fear : had there been a closer 
d of union — that trusting confidence and 
irity from unjustifiable rebuke which exists In 

army and is akin to the love and respect exist- 
between a father and his children — it would 
e induced his soldiers at critical times to have 
ie their wishes known, respectfully, to the head 
be army, through their officers. At such periods 

'vox populi ' is the 'vox Dei,' and valuable 
s may be obtained therefrom. But with 
x>leon it was otherwise, and his ruin was the 
lit. Without appealing to his other officers 
loldiers, he took the advice of a single general 
/ and placed his army thereby in a position 
he utmost jeopardy. But among them no doubt 
e some who dreaded the Smolensko route, and 
vould have obtained from the mass the reasons 
heir dislike. Doubtless the conqueror's heart 
; with the dauntless Murat, yet his presence of 
Bust have forsaken him when he decided to 
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the retreat vii 



hoodwinked 
. by Fate. 



retrt^t via Smolensko. In fact it was the mini 
of Murat that he despised : when apart frcM 
that general he considered him an * imbecile,' ; 
in this instance, allowing that feeling of prejudio 
to overcome him, he went too far. He seemed 
to overlook the fact that the bravest of the^ 
brave would not suggest what he dare not carry 
■ out. The mere moral effect of retreating by the 
same road he had advanced, strewed with all Its 
melancholy relics, was enough to dispirit his 
noble army. He forgot that he was Napoleon, 
the man of genius who had raised himself to his 
high position by his own noble mind. Fate seemed 
here to hoodwink him, and thus he fell when 
almost conqueror of the world ; he forgot thai the 
irresistible force of his own intellectual capacity 
had made him what he was, and he thus too 
hastily adopted the opinion of another man— 
Bessieres — in a matter that he could have far bette 
decided himself. There were doubtless tens ( 
thousands of brave fellows who would have gladl^ 
followed Murat. Common sense tells us tha 
Napoleon's army would have cheerfully fought il 
way through a rich country when the same nobl 
soldiers forced the passage of the Beresina after i 
weary month's march and when jaded and foot-sore 
Where were the 20,000 of the Imperial Guard wh 
took no part in the battle of Borodino ? Does it r 
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quire much intellectual acumen to decide which is wiuch was 
the least of two evils ? Was it easier for Napoleon course? 
to force the passage of the river after a month's 
march and daily battles with 30,000 or 40,000 men 
— or to attack an enemy with the still large army he 
commanded before he commenced to retreat ? If 
we say that the Smolensko route was the only one 
that Napoleon dare proceed by we vilify that great 
commander, for he boasted at Warsaw * that the Napoleon's 

T^ . , 1 • 1 • > ^^^ of the 

Russians never ventured to stand against him. Russians. 
The result proved that this was no idle boast. 
We find that the instant Napoleon left Moscow, 
Kutusoff became so alarmed that he abandoned his 
position, the holding of which Aad prevented the 
march of the French vik Kalouga* A bold front a bold front 
then, even if the Russians had defended the road 
at Kalouga, would have probably been of the 
utmost advantage to the French. The lightning 
speed of Murat, and his well-known bravery, 
would have awed the Russians ; they would have 
seen a body of desperate men determined to cut 
a passage through at all hazards. The other way 
the French were slowly pursued, and made to die 
of cold and want more than by the weapons of 
their foes. 

We should not always judge our enemy's 
forces by the hundreds of thousands on paper. 
Should we be always wise in calling a smiling 



To ' put two 
logelhcr.' 
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acquaintance a true friend ? How much has 
done under the garb of friendship ? No ; 
duty is simply to ' put two and two togel 
and if we do not find acts ' dove-tail ' we 
be sure that there is a ' screw loose ' somewhei 
A good memory has been found uncommonly u: 
ful in weighing and judging of one's neighbours. 
Some people Iiave a happy knack of saying one 
tiling one day and the very opposite the next 
Notes of such little cases of forgetfulness are useful 
to a degree. 1 f our enemy attempts to lead us astray 
by the brilliancy of his martial parade or his 
threatening attitude, we must go further back and 
judge him by his past histoi^ or acts. 

And in history we find endless examples to prove 
that ' all is not gold that glitters.' The mode 
grandeur and parade of the world is not only 
found amongst individual commanders — it extends 
also to theirarmies. If we want to be assured of 
the truth of the above adage we may find it ex- 
emplified by a glance at the helmet of a Cuirassier, 
or by a visit to any 'Beau Tibbs.' The insincere 
fop we here allude to is the type of those who 
apologise to a friend {whom they know cannot 
wait) and say broken-heartedly ' that the dinner 
consisting of titrbot and ortolan cannot be ready 
for two hours.' knowing, all the time, that a ' salt 
herring ' is all that is in course of preparation. 
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Unfortunately, however, for truth's sake, the ser- 
vant does not always come in just at the same 
instant, to bawl out, * Your wife 's washing the two 
shirts at the next door, because they have taken 
an oath against lending you the ttib^ any longer.' 
The hungry friend of Beau Tibbs immediately 
saw 'how the land lay.' So also when we judge iiow to judge 

. . • 1 . . 1 1 • 1 1 o^ armies or 

of armies or private individuals we must judge them men generally, 
by their antecedents and not by their appearances. 
We have many long muster-rolls of armies that are 
mere myths. Napoleon should have remembered 
that the Russians * never ventured to stand against 
him,' and judging by their past acts, he should have 
disregarded the apparent strength of their position. 
Many a cold, hollow-hearted friend may caress 
you in prosperity, who would glory to see you un- 
fortunate ; while another who may seem cold and 
indifferent, may have spent his whole life in per- 
fonning generous and benevolent acts. The 
man of judcfment has no difficulty in determinintr T*^.^ "^*" ^^ 

•' ° ' ^ judgment. 

which of the two is worthy of his confidence 
and respect. A commander must use his judg- 
ment as an angler does his fine line ; he may How the 

angler uses 

jerk the light fish out of the water, but he will bu tinn line \ 

*play' the heavy one. Yet few we think would cut 

the line and let a heavy fish go from fear of losing 

a few yards of tackle. We would prefer having a 

good struggle for it ; to save our line and yet 

s 
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secure our fish all the same. In our humble 
French tactics opinion the glorious French army suffered from the 

wrong. 

st>'le of fighting adopted in Algeria. The Arabs 
could not stand the dash, the brilliant ^lan of the 
French ; but the * heavy fish/ the enduring, stubborn, 
and steady Prussian was not to be caught or con- 
quered in the same way. All the desperate 
attacks of the French in the last war were of no 
avail. No bravery can overcome a tempest of 
Awful artuicry bullets and an iron shower of shot and shell besides. 

lire. 

There was no reaching the enemy. Remember 
Kciucmiw what happened to that superb Austrian army 

at Sadowa. Yet the unfortunate French had 
to go up against enormous numbers of artiller)', 

Frcn.h wor c '^"^ ^^ ^^'*^ Utterly impossible for any troops to 
reach an enemy backed up by such an ovenvhelm- 
ini^ superiority in guns. As the Austrians were 
defeated by the needle-gun, so were the French 
by the Prussian artillery. 

T^>^> niiuh Too much confidence was placed in the 

"■^•'10 • Mitrailleuse ' an excellent weapon for street fiirht- 

ii\^. or to defend strong positions, but ulVJ' 

: intended to take the place of field guns, as was 

apparently attempted in the late war. All glory 

to tlie bravery of both armies, but the contest was 

An unouMi uncoual. It was * iron ' and * lead * ao^ainst poor 

mortal man. with the greater power in favour of the 
rri'ssians. Besides which the French tactics were 



omoi. 
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out of date and unsuited to the new weapons 

and the rapid firing. We cannot admit that the How the 

French were 

French were beaten, — except on two points, defeated. 

First, they were just * hammered ' and * pounded * 

to death by an overwhelming artillery fire ; and 

next, they adhered to an antiquated system of 

tactics. From the very day that the rapid-firing Effect of the 

rapid-firing 

rifles were introduced, advances in column to "^«s. 
the close quarters attack were out of the ques- 
tion, and although the * bayonet ' may yet do much, 
it will now be difficult to get close enough to use 
it. The * line ' then still remains, and that nation 
will conquer that can best trust its soldiers in 
such a formation. The strongest men are not 
now necessary for the * push home,* as in the The lar^jtst 

men not 

days of Caesar. The heavy powerful men of required for 

llic line. 

the cuirassier type cannot tread down the infantry. 
What could an army of Richard s armed with 
ponderous battle-axes effect nowadays ? If they 
could get ai the foot-soldier, well and good, — but Two cuirassier 

reifiments de* 

that is out of the question. One Prussian corps siroycd. 
of infantry totally destroyed two of the most 
magnificent regiments of the glorious French cuiras- 
siers. The day has arrived to put h'ght men on Ui^hi men 

ami fleet 

fleet horses, and to bring the heaviest cannon imrses. 
with the longest ranges, into the field. 

It will be necessary to pick out your strongest The strongest 
men for the artillery. That arm will require power- ariiiwry. 
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ful men, and men of the utmost endurance, in the 
work to come, — in those terrific artiHerj' duels that 
will assuredly take place in future battles. And 
as for your infantry, reduce the standard ; any man 
who can use a rifle is as good as a giant, with the 
adva,ntage of being a smaller animated target for 
an enemy to hre at. Take in recruits of even fif- 
teen, and pay more attention to accuracy of firing 
than to the size or weight of the men. It would ' 
not be difficult to train all boys when at school 
from thirteen upwards to the expert use of the riJle, 
We feel sure that as the boys love gymnastics, • 
they would 'go in 'heart and soul to learn the a 
of firing. The greatest ambition of the plud 
British boy is to have a small pistol ; and to hav 
a gun ! why he would go half-wild with deligh 
Thus, without introducing the 'Landwehr' 
'Landsturm' systems existing in Prussia, 
should obtain a huge army. In case of invasiQ 
our youths of nineteen and twenty would fon 
an enormous reserve of intelligent soldie 
ready at a day's notice for the service of H< 
Majesty. 

The population of England and Wales aloil 
in i85i,was 17.922,768, of whom 8,762,588 wel 
males. In 1846, the state of education in £uro{ 
gave one pupil to nine of the population of Grea 
Britain. Thus dividing the number 8.762,588 by q 
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we should have 973,620 male pupils in England 
and Wales alone. But with the new system of 
education, the proportion would now always be far 
greater. What an immense reserve we should An immense 

*^ reserve. 

have growing up every year! What strength 
within our own British Isles ! And when armed with 
a rifle, a boy of seventeen would be no mean enemy. 
The cost would be nothing to the advantages 
we should reap from such a simple system. 
The world is in a most unsettled state, and the 
days are coming when every male may be called 
out to defend the national honour. If we neglect What wui 

happen if we 

our artillery our men will be shot down at a neglect our 

ariillcr)'. 

distance ; give us this arm in sufficient numbers to 
pound our foes on equal terms, and the British 
soldiers will do the rest. But not unless, for ? 
flesh and blood cannot make way unassisted 
against a torrent of shot and shell, fired by an 
enemy we cannot reach or shake. 

We do not for a moment assert that the disci- Prussian disci 
pline in the German army did not vastly contribute 
to their triumphs — this much we have already 
fully admitted ; but we maintain that the French French 

overwhelmed 

had to fight under even greater disadvantages byaniiicry 

fire simply. 

than the Austrians at Sadowa, simply because they 
were overwhelmed by the tremendous artillery 
fire of the Prussians. Possibly our opinions may 
be opposed ; we may be told, perhaps, that the 
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Prussians had jm/ SO many more guns, and so forth. 
No matter ; it is our business to beware that we 
are not idle. It behoves us to look at the matter 
in a cool, practical, matter of-fact light, and we 
e do well. Common sense will tell us that man, 
however brave, must be dispirited where he finds 
all the losses on his own side ; he must gnash Ha 
teeth with rage when he sees his splendid com- 
rades smashed to pieces by cannon which his ff 
artillerymen are utterly unable to silence or 
shake for an instant What hope has the bravest 
at such times ? 

At Baylen, iSoS, Castafios awaited the at- 
tack of Dupont. who came up loaded with the 
plunder of CordotU but with fatigued men. Th( 
Spanish army drove him back. Brigade after 
brigade advanced, but with no belter success, for 
the French were wearied, choked with dust, ^s- 
ordered and encumbered by the luggage waggons. 
■ Their guns, which came up one by one in haslfti 
and confusion and never equalled those the enemy 
had in position, were speedily dismounted by the 
superior force and aim of the Spanish artillery,'' 
The battle of Aspem, 1 809. proves the effect ( 
the concentric fire of artillery ; the awful haw 
made in the French columns was perfecd] 
astonishing, and the result of the cannonade 

' Alison, vol vii. pp. 360, 361. 
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that battle should alone open the eyes of all com- 

j T-i_ T- 1 1 I Immense l<>ss 

manders. Ihe rrench lost some 30,000 men.* of 30.000 

French. 

* On the second day Napoleon precipitated 70,000 
men in close columns against a semicircle of bat- 
teries containing 300 guns ; every sliot fell with the 
certainty of death/ What chance would a man Bow and 

arrow against 

with a bow and arrow have against * old Brown Brown Bcm. 

Bess ' ? What hope would a man with a sword have 

of reaching one armed with a revolver ? What 

corps, armed with the best rifles, could stand 

against a battery of twenty or thirty guns ? What 

We want is cannon everywhere in every action ; Cannon re- 

quired every 

and we can fairly trust to British gunners, officers, where in 

action. 

^r privates, to handle any other nation's artillery 

n a satisfactory manner. But pop-guns cannot 

lo what pistols can ; nor should we rely on 

lumbers alone, but at all cost or hardship should 

)ring cannon into the field that will equal that of 

he enemy in throwing as heavy projectiles. By 

uch measures we shall certainly avoid for ourselves 

nother Sedan. When an enemy is compelled to 

ease fire he will draw off or leave an opening. 

Jow at Sedan the French were surrounded by French at 

Sedan 

owerful batteries past which they could not pene- surroundtd by 

an iron belt of 

rate ; yet could they but have concentrated some artillery. 
eavy g^ns on one particular spot they might have 
ucceeded. The same thing is proved by all the 

* Alison, vol. viii. pp. 100, 102. 
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sorties from Paris. Never was any attempt made to 

break through the Prussians which was preceded by 

Large guns i\^q flj-g q( heavv guns draoffi^ed out and massed at 

required at ' ^ ^^ 

Paris. ^i^Q points required. If for this purpose every man 

and horse had been made available, the Prussians 
could never have prevented the French from 

V^I^^ issuing forth at some part or other. The large 

ofPaST^^"^ guns in position were all afterwards captured; 

/ why then were they not concentrated as we have 

suggested, and used to cause fearful losses to the 

enemy ? Had the exit of the French been secured, 

the heavier guns might have been left behind 

A man wth when oncc the army had escaped. A man with 

a * rapier * no 

match for one 3 slcndcr rapier, by being more expert, may run 

another similarly armed through the body ; but no 
one with a scythe would let him approach^ or if 
he did he could cut him in halves at a sino-le stroke. 
So also if you try to break through batteries 
•^ of twenty-four pounders with merely light field- 
pieces you must be defeated. In future wars all 
antagonists who are on the alert will take care to 
Xo more be OH pretty equal terms. We shall never see 
ihcfmure. ^*^ ! anymore *Sadowas,* or 'Sedans,' but we skll 
! see the most unprecedented numbers of cannon 
« brought into action in the battles to come. And 
( the nation that neglects its artillery will certainly 

1 

; meet with terrible misfortunes. 

The Author as a mere youth saw 500 out of 
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:oo fine fellows in one regiment killed and Artillery at 

^ ChillUn- 

)unded at Chillian walla by the fire of artillery, '^"^ ^^ 

^ ^ ^ (Punjab). ^ 

d he has highly respected that arm ever since, 
or has he ceased to write on the subject. It is 
r those who have seen the effects of this arm to 
iblish what they know and not to be daunted 
' the remarks of cavillers. The subject is far 

important to be dismissed with the impression 
at * our scientific men know what they are 

)out.' We ask were there not tens of thousands were tiierc no 

• ^•/> /v" • 1 -r' 1 ^firi scientific men 

scientihc ofncers in the rrench army? What in France? 

all science worth, if misdirected ? Why do we 
)t build the same ships now as in the days of 
elson ? The e^eneral who for the future croes into ^^^lo will i)e a 

very foolish 

ittle with an indifferent number of cannon will comman<kr. 

1 regarded as foolish as the admiral who would 
ire to attack the iron-clad Warrior with an old 
ooden ship. It would be utter madness ; it would 
^moralise any army in the world. No disci- 
ine will keep men togejher if their comrades are 
lied by thousands whilst the enemy stands com- 
iratively unhurt. The only wonder is that the French | 
rench held out so long, for notwithstanding ' | 
1 their deplorable misfortunes and defeats the 

cry of their army remains untarnished, and 
e bravery of their splendid soldiers will be 
» highly respected as in days of yore. They 
ere unprepared, and adopted tactics suitable only ^^^ artillery. 



Siege experi- 
ence of 
artillery. 
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for encounters with Asiatic troops ; thougli 
deed the system did well enough until the rapid- 
firing rifle was introduced. With Brown Bess, 
tinicwas required to load and cap, and a rush was. 
possible ; now such is entirely out of the question,, 
while it is more imperative than ever that artillery 
should cover all advances. Artillery saved ot«J 
squares at Waterloo : by that noble arm Napoleoa 
first made himself known : and by cannon wi 
future batdes be mainly decided. By what hav< 
all our naval victories been gained ? By lh( 
superior discipline of the men, combined wit 
the excellence of their artillery practice. Woul 
any sane commander bring a 'battering ram" In 
these days to attack the wall of a fort ? Yet this 
would hardly be more foolish than to go into action 
now with inferior artillery. Let those who doubi; 
the power of this arm submit to a five months 
siege with eleven cannon staring them in the fac^ 
at a distance of only 1 20 yards, and we will wagtf 
that they will learn from experience that the 'arm 
to which we draw attention commands respect, 
and demands our utmost, constant and unwearied 
attention. It is the weapon that strikes terror 
, it is the most powerful foe the soldier has ii 
face, and it will remain so till science introduces 
something more powerful. Had the Frenc 
Emperor looked more to it, instead of placing too 
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uch confidence in the fascinating 'Mitrailleuse/ J^^^^^'"' 
id the new rifles, we might never have had a Mitrailleuse. 
5edan/ * Sadowa,' caused ' Sedan ; ' the far-see- Sadowa 

caused Sedan. 

g Germans, aware that all the nations of Europe 
id found out their secret^ must have watched 
ith glee the ' hurry scurry ' to make * breech- wide-awake 

-. ./If 1 .1 sf ' 1 Germans the 

ading rifles, whilst everything else was over- * early birds.' 

oked ! But while all was consternation elsewhere, 

lere was * breathing time ' for the Germans, and 

t? sensible men they devoted it and all their 

lergies to the perfection of their artillery. Then 

une the war, and as usual the * early bird got the 

rorm.' 

The battle of * Sadoolapore,' where 1 2,000 of Artillery dud 
British and Native troops faced most of the Seik pore (Punjai.). 
rmy for several hours, was an artillery duel. So Artillery at 
iso was the battle of Goojerat in the Punjab cam- R^m^i^er 
)aign ; and in both of these, as well as at Ramnug- waiia. 
[erand Chillianwalla, the Author marked the trc- 
ncndous effects of our splendid artillery. Indeed 
11 our losses in both the Punjab campaigns were 
principally caused in capturing the Seik cannon, 
which they clung stubbornly, and used with 
onsiderable effect 

During the siege of Genoa, the troops under Artillery at . 
lassena were torn to pieces by the tremendous 
tillery fire. 

Hyder Ali had great respect for our artillery, iiyder'sidea 
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ofcannoa 'In the war with him in 1 798, Col. Wood, who 

balls! 

commanded the British forces, found it impossible 
to bring him to a pitched battle. Wood wrote to 
Hyder at last and said, ** That it was disgraceful 
for a great Prince, at the head of a large army, to ; 
fly before a detachment of infantry and a few 
pieces of cannon, unsupported by cavalry." Hyder 
replied, " I have received your letter in which you ' 
invite me to an action with your army. Give me 
the sort of troops that you command, and your 
wish shall be accomplished. You will in time 
come to understand my mode of warfare. Shall 

to c^r\v^ ^ ^^^^ cavalry which cost me i ,000 rupees each 

horse against your * camwn-balls ' that cost tw(h 
pence? No ; I will march your troops until their 
legs become the size of their bodies. You shall 
not have a blade of grass or a drop of water. I 
will hear of you ever)- time your drum beats, but 
you shall not know where I am once a month. I 
7c*i// give your army battle, but it must be when/ 

Hyder cap. pleasc, uot wheu voii pleasc." * ^ When Hvdcr 

lures Col. '^ ^ i . 

WockI's had laid waste the countr\', and exhausted Woods 

artillery. "^ i 

army he attacked him and captured all his | 
artillery ; indeed, had not Colonel Smith arrived 
with succour, Wood would have been totally de- 
.\rtiiier)- at feated. At Talavera the magnificent Guards were 

la. a Vera ; the 

ciuaiiis ia ^jj|- down iu wholc ranks by the terrific fire of 

danger. '^ 

* Martin, vol. viii. p. 46. 
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ape and canister from the powerful French har- 
ries, and got into confusion ; nor could anything 
Lve saved them but the timely arrival of Cotton's 
rigade of Light Cavalry and the forward move- 
ent of the 48th Regiment, by the direct order of 
le Duke of Wellington.^ 
The loss of the British at Talavera was 6,268 Bnti 

Tala 

ut of 22,000 engaged. The French had 56,122 
nen and 80 guns. The British had 30 guns, and 
he Spaniards 39,000 men, and 70 guns. But 
10,000 Spaniards fled on the French Light 
Cavalry riding up to them.^ 

Duncan s gujis did excellent service at Barrosa ; 

yfhen the Guards drove back Ruffins division, the 

French were followed close, and a rapid and well 

directed fire made them suffer immensely.^ On 

the heights of Priesnitz (18 13) Drouot placed *a Artii 

hundred pieces of cannon,' ^ whilst the Russians 

had only fifty guns. At Leipsic the Allies had 

1,300 guns, the French only 720, but the charges 

of cavalry of those days did wonders ; such would 

'>e impossible at the present period. At Fere- Ami 

crc 

V-hampenoise (1^14) * nme thousand chosen horse- penu 
tVien cut down or made prisoners of 6,000 infantry, 
i>ut the victors had 70 guns on the field.* ^ The 
Turks are good artillerymen, and so generally are ^ 

* Alison, vol. viii. p. 282. * /ifii/, p. 327. ^ /dit/, p. 337. 
^ /h'd. yol X. p. 213. * /IftW, \h 33 s. 



270 VICTORIES AND DEFEATS 

Asiatics. The Russians suffered fearfully from 
Tarkuh the fire of the Turkish batteries in the Balkan 

artiUeiy. 

(1828-9), 2Lnd in the two years lost 140,000 
Rossian men, and 50,000 horses. The first cam- 

losses in the ^ ^ 

two campaigns oaigTi was commcnced with 160,000 men, 

in the Balfcan, 

iS^iS29. the second with 150,000. The Turks had no 

more than 30,000 regular troops ; indeed, exclusive 
of the forces of Sodra Pacha, they never had, at any 
time, in the field more than 100,000 Irr^^lars,nor, 
in 1828, more than 40,000 Regulars. Again, the 

Artiiicnrofthe artillery now is so powerful and has such long 

period. range that forts round a city, to be of use, niust be 

far more distant than at present Were not 
'^ the outer forts of Paris helpless to save the inhabi- - 
tants ? Shells were sent right i7ito the city. 
Does not this fact alone tend to prove that we 
juust increase our artillery both as regards calibre 
and number ? Then what labour it must have 

r>-:.:n heavy required to drag up those formidable Prussian | 

guns — recollect the distance they were brought ! 
from, whilst the French had their arsenals and \ 
magazines close at hand ; yet the Prussians were 
able to take the forts one after another in 
rapid succession. It is our own fault if we do not 
learn a lesson from the late campaign, but it will 

w .on \^ i>e too late to commence when war is actually 

declared. So long as men are made of mere 
llcsli and blood, so long will round shot and shell 
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cause havoc ; and it is to give our noble soldiers 
fetir play that we urge the necessity of our being 
led into action on equal terms with our enemies 
as regards our weapons of resistance — and this irre- 
spective of- being equal in number, for that is not 
of the same importance. What could a regiment The musket 

versus the 

with the musket do before one armed with the nflc! 
Henry- Martini ? If you can punish an enemy at lon- 
ger range than he can throw his projectiles into your 
troops, surely it is reasonable to suppose that you 
can thereby protect your own soldiers ? If, on the 
other hand, he masses heavy guns and cuts down 
your troops by thousands, ypur men are certain to 
be dispirited and cowed. It is not in the nature Man cannot 

submit to 

of man to submit to mere butchery without a hope merehutchcry. 
of retaliation, and it would be mere massacre to go 
into battle without such aforceof artillery as would 
efficiently cover all advances and would enable our 
men to reach the foe even when exposed to an 
enemy's fire. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

Our Army not large enough, either for Home Defence or to 
guard our Foreign Possessions — The Sepoy Mutiny caused by 
the SmaUness of the European Force then in India — Men and 
Guns the only real Argument in War — What we have is ours 
only so long as we can defend it — The Horrors of War litdc 
known- Now described — WTiat Soldiers do for the State aad 
their Reward — They are Cheap as an Insurance, but they cannot 
be manufactured in a day — Reductions would therefore be 
Impolitic and Dangerous — Probable Price we should have to 
Pay if Invaded and Conquered — As we cannot rely on the For- 
bearance of Nations, we should always be Prepared— WTicn a 
Nation reaches the Zenith of its Greatness it is in Danger 
— How Decay begins ; Patriots too Succumb— We should avoid 
Apathy and Indolence by Training for W^ar — The Sad Example 
of Sedan again held forth to warn us. 

1 :.i..":n nc> EinvARi> HiNE, in a pamphlet called * Flashes 
i.jh:.*^ of Light' (pages 74 and 75), recommends that 

everv' man in Great Britain should be made an 
artillerist and that school-boys should be drilled. 
This we read years after all our suggestions 
had been written : for the Author published the 
basis of this analysis in the * Weekly Englishman,' 
in the year 1861, and his remarks on artillery were 
prominently brought forward in the * Pioneer ' (as 
before stated in this work) in 1869 and 1870. We 
;^nr : ru n M cauuot thiuk with Mr. Hine that we are justified in 

assumnig that 20,000 01 us are equal to 2,000,000 
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i w 



fany other nadoo — even tfaougfi we wer^/r7c^a3 

le * IsraeL' The anny we have is not lar^ 

:ven now, for what it is expected to proi 

DO enfeeble it would simply be to irr.-itc 

Would it be safe to keep the • Koa-£-X«:or ii a 

crystal bottle, without a guard, in the c«=nrre oc a 

London street ? Would you expose the wealia 

of our metropolis to be carried otF by the inrcads 

of countless hordes backed up by ponderous cannon 

--people who would admit of no law but that of 

Thrasymachus (Republic of Plato > namely that 

' The just is nothing else but what is expedient for 

the strangest ' ? We have no right to suppose that 

One nation is so much superior to another that 

J,ooo of its soldiers could defeat 100,000 others — 

^eal soldiers, be it understood, not wild savages 

Or an undisciplined mob. ' God helps those who 

help themselves,' said the magnanimous Sir Henrj' 

I^awrence, and there is sound truth in that good 

Mian's words. It is all verj- well for those who People who 

- ^ ^ live at «i>c. 

Uve at home in safety surrounded by millions of 
Strong men, to counsel the reduction of the army ; 
tut have they for a moment considered what could 
l)edone if we found ourselves suddenly dragged into 
^ar ? Again, those who have to guard our foreign {^^\ '*' 

, , p*»ssessions. 

possessions must not be exposed to unnecessary 

dangers. The smallness of the force of Euro- rtiMjUionofiiu'. 

peans in India, before the mutiny of 1857, was the 1857. 
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real reason why the Sepo>-s rose against us. T 
priests excited them on matters of religion, 
persuaded them they could easily master us anc 
the countT)' to themselves. They said, ' Therei 
reason K) fight these Europeans : if each one of 
just take a mere handful of earth and throw it d( 
we can bury th«r small numbers under the h( 
** Our wives and little children were butchered. 
are we to be so mad. so utterly insane, as to tf 
these fanatics again to rise and destroy us ? 
rael,* or not ' Israel,' we should not then save 
bdoved ones by accepting Mr. Hine's views 
«»i should want cannons, men. and rifles, — the 
ailments that can be used when war or reb< 
!«■ breaks out. Wliat said Napoleon ? ' Master o 
Channel for a few daj-5, 1 50.COO men will cm 
In the io,ooo\'essels which are there (at Boulo 
assembled, and the expedition is. conclud* 
AH hope of this, however, was lost by the a 
off Cape Finisterre, when Napoleon said li 
prix'ate secretary, — Dara, ' Villeneuve, instea 
entering the Channel, has taken refuge in Fe 
Knowing the \-ast preparations made for 
inx^asion of England by Napoleon we may 
ask where we should have been if we had ;i 
gained that \ictorj'. The Instant he hei 
of the loss off Finisterre, Napoleon (wiiliout 
. ' .^Ksoo, vol \i pp. 36, 37. 
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a moment's hesitation, or even stopping to con- prcpanti 

lor Austc 

sider) 'dictated at once the plan of the cam- at^r^. 
paign of Austerlitz ; and for the simultaneous 
departure of all the corps from Hanover and 
Holland to the south and west of France.' ^ While 
we have neighbours who are so powerful, we should Powerful 
be careful to avoid anything like an invitation to 
attack us ; the temptation would be great if they 
saw us with reduced forces and unable to defend 
ourselves. What we have is ours only so long as 
our army and navy are strong. Let these be cut 
down and the enormous wealth of Great Britain 
would be but poorly defended, for the chief safe- 
guard would be withdrawn — the fear of the conse- 
quences of a defeat. 

We remember how a poor Indigo planter*^ was ti.c piK,r 
told, by some agent in Calcutta, in 1857, that 'it pUn'fcr. 
was his dviy to have remained at his factory/ 
Now this was after the magistrate of the district 
had told all the planters to take refuge in the sta- 
tions held by British troops, because the Govern- 
ment could not spare troops for the pro- 
tection of factories. It was very easy for the 
agent in Calcutta, in his office chair, and with 
his feeling of security, to dictate such an opinion 
to a poor fellow who was hardly out of the factory 
a few minutes, before a troop of rebel cavalry 

' Alison, vol. vi. p. 40. ' The Author's own brother. 

T 2 
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Wonderful 
escape. 



Miseries of 
war not 
known. 



Money for 
troops is not 
lost. 



The speech of 
the Scythian 
to Alexander. 



The words of 
our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 



galloped in and asked for the master. This 
gentleman and his wife drove off by a country 
road, and only escaped after driving thirty miles 
at a furious pace, at the end of which the poor 
horse, having saved his master and mistress, 
dropped down dead. Let gentlemen who suggest 
reductions take notice of such facts as these ; if 
they could but know one thousandth part of the 
misery that fell on India in 1857, or of the 
fearful results to a country that is conquered, they 
would, if reasonable men, change their opinions, 
thanking God that we have forces still that com- 
mand respect, ready to defend the property and 
valuables of all our rich noblemen, our merchants, 
and our wealthy gentry. Money laid out thus 
is not lost. To save money by army reductions, 
is to cast away, in our greediness the * bone 
for the shadow/ The Scythian ambassador 
said to Alexander, ' Thou art the greatest 
robber in the world,' and a pirate said, * But 
because I do this in a small vessel I am called a 
robber, and because thou actest the same part 
with a great fleet thou art entitled conqueror/ 
The words of our blessed Saviour should have the 
greatest weight, and if we are true Christians we 
should surely believe Him : — * When a strong man 
armed kecpcth his palace, his goods are in peace: 
but when a slrongcr than he shall come upon hinu 
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and overcome htm, he taketh from him all his 
armour w/ierein he trusted, and divide th his spoils.' 

All the money we can spare is but as a * drop ^^ "^oney iw 

* * much to 

in the ocean ' in comparison with the degradation, ^^®>^* national 

* ^ degradation. 

the humiliation, the misery, and the shame that 
comes upon a nation that is conquered, and this 
irrespective of the vast indemnities that are 
demanded, and the horrors and losses in battle. 
Such misfortunes come from want of prepara- How these 

* * misfortunes 

tion : from misgovemment : from a penurious policy, ^^^ ®" "^• 
unworthy of great nations possessing wealth 
enough to attract the notice of those who pursue 
a system of ae^erandisemenL But it must be re- Potentates 

' ^*^ often force<l 

membered that potentates and rulers, however '"towarhy 

* mere * Vox 

desirous of peace, or honest in intention, are p®p"^'' 

often forced to go to war by the * vox populi/ As 

the cupidity of the surging masses may drive the 

most honest rulers headlong into war, we 

should never trust to the forbearance of other 

Powers, but be prepared, if necessary, by * force of ^^^y prcpareti 

for war. 

arms,' to repel an attack or to uphold the dignity 
of our beloved Sovereign wherever her standard 
is unfurled. This is sound policy and should 
never be departed from. A nobleman has his men- 
servants to protect his plate and pays them most what the 

noljloman 

handsomely ; do we do more when we keep up an pays for. 
army } Is it not intelligible that people who have 
wealth should like to see their property and valu- 



bowioog 

MP 
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ables secure from rapine and plunder ? Truly a 
our riches, in town or city, will not remain ours 
day longer than we can defend them. This arm; 
too may have to meet rebellion at home, as t 
has had to do before now ; is not this anoth< 
danger for our wealth— that this army might I; 
overcome ? God grant that our legislators mayl 
guided in all such matters wisely and as becomt 
the dignity of Great Britain, for as regards suck 
momentous subjects no nigardliness should ever b< 
permitted. 

How pleasant to have churches turned inl 
hospitals ; to see huge fellows smoking in thes 
sacred edifices ; to see your daughters and wives ii 
suited before your face, the bodies of your belove 
ones torn to pieces by shell, old men dragged aw] 
by guards and subjected to every indignitj- 
have your houses crowded with foreign soldiers 
your drawing rooms turned into barracks, youl 
mayors ordered to collect stores or pay heavy fines, 
your carriages and horses taken away from JDiW 
your lovely gardens trampled down.your hot-housM 
gutted. These are but few of the actual hotrois 
of war, witli its long sieges, misery, starvatioiV 
plunder, rapine, gross indignities and insults. Let 
those who are so inconsiderate as to crj- out fat 
reductions ask themselves whetlier they love thai 
good and pious Queen ; their virtuous wives, thd 
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innocent daughters, and order, and peace. If d^* 
do, they will never grudge the pittaixre XKeded to 
maintain a suitable army of brave aiMi Voyhl irim. 
Remember your apparent wealth is xx)C ycfur own : 
it is lent to you by a Supreme Power, aixi if you are 
so greedy as not to use it in a noble and generous 
manner. Providence may at any moment transfer it 
into better hands. The wealth of Great Britain is to ^*"5a: ?be 



keep up our dignit)' : it is not intended that we ^^^ 
should rule other nations and still not expend a 
proper sum to secure to us what honest labour 
has acquired The Persians say. * Pay the honest The Pcniu's 

faying. 

soldier without grudging, because he it is that 

keeps kings on their thrones/ These soldiers are 

the only men who are contented to live on without 

any hope of making: fortunes. Men in business ?^T*1^ ™*^* 

become millionaires, and pay their clerks and agents 

or assistants in a lavish manner in comparison 

with what a State can ever afford to give the soldier. 

The work the former pay for is that of pen or what your 

1 . 1 • » • soldiers do. 

brain ; the soldier s duty is to support order and 
guard the country's wealth. Without them the 
nation would be in jeopardy either from within or 
from without, and actually open to attack. Would 
a jeweller place his diamonds in a plate in the open 
street ? Those valuables are only his so long as 
the policeman does his duty, and not for an hour 
longer. Besides which, when you cut down 
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the army you cause thousands of poor meni 
starve, for there is no man so helpless as the d 
charged soldier. The labourer is worthy o 
hire« and in no profession does a man 
thoroughly earn his bread than in the am 
time of war. We sell our bodies to the Sta 
soldiers are shot down whilst you are sitting i 
home at your comfortable firesides. Thousands a 
writhing in agony whilst you are seeing a play a 
an opera. Mothers and sisters are wringing then 
hands (having lost all that is dear in this woHd 
and you are permitted to hear the words of a 
Saviour calmly and quietly in your church^ 
Yet you — in possession of all these comfort; 
would forbid the Government to secure to ] 
such privil^es and blessings, preferring to s 
some paltry sum — paltry in comparison with li 
enormous revenue and wealth of the countr 
and would reduce your army and turn thousaia 
of brave and loyal men into the streets to sta 
A soldier cannot be manufactured in a < 
no money can purchase him ready made at ti 
instant You do not grudge the nobleman 1 
grand mansion, his ser\''ants and gorgeous i 
ages, yet you would dismiss the very men > 
guard your houses, your banks and your prop* 
at a cheaper rate than any other class or profes 
is paid for work done. Look at the ] 



ness. 
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banker : do the directors grudge that ? Look 
t the money paid by drapers to their establish- 
ments. Consider the number of railway officials, 
md their allowances. Look at the lifetime of work 
in officer does in all climates and see what he can 
"etire upon in comparison with the gains of our 
merchants and others in business. Your cheese- Men in busi- 
monger drives his carriage and a pair of spanking 
horses ; has his men servants in livery, and his 
town and country house The old general officer 
often dies and leaves a mere pittance to his chil- 
dren. The poor private loses his health in a 
tropical country and is discharged. And how 
little does he get for it all ! Now our army is 
the best paid in the world, but still only a very 

small portion of your income is devoted to cover Smaii pro- 
portion to 
Its cost You do not enable the Government to means. 

give, in proportion, what merchants and bankers 
give to their servants. If you recognised your 
burthens properly, the State would not be con- 
stantly solicited to reduce the army. What 
Would not the French give to recover the what would 

. . not the French 

position they held before the war with Prussia ? p^« to be as 

^ * before the last 

Consider the immense sum mulcted as an indem- ^*'^ 
lity, — would it not pay for a large number of 
loldiers ? What is money when compared with 
lumiliation ? What are diamonds and gold if 
^ou can by parting with them keep men with fixed 
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bayonets from getting into your banks, your treasu- 
wiiit is ries, and your shops ? Can degradation and sad 

ofposhkiBor humiliation be bought off ? Alas that in the most 

hnailui oon ? ^ 

unsettled period of the world — at a time indeed 

when * The camp, and the sound of the trumpet, 
mingled with that of the clarion, and wars detested 

War a cunc by mothers, rejoice many * ^ — people should be 
induced to crj- out for reductions ! You pay us 

Cor duty to for our work and it is our honest duty to tell 

pat roQ 00 

TOOT guard. yxyu the dangers that surround you. No one can 

understand the pain of * neuralgia ' who has not 
suffered from it ; no one can have the faintest idea 
of the miseries of a five months' siege till he has 
endured them : no human being but the soldier 

ErpCTiaceof can couceivc the actual horrors of war, or the 

actoil war u 

ncoessanr. trials and hardships that fall to the lot of a fight- 
Hani duties ing man in a long campaign. Patience, endurance, 

of the pcv>r 

>>:j!eri pluck, and nerve are all demanded then of our 

noble private soldier. Long niglits at 'sentry 

go,' when hungry, sick, and tired, and still he gal- 

landy performs his duty to his Sovereign. Are 

Artr they not not these men worthy of your sympathy and 

symiuihy? your utmost gratitude ? If you think otherwise, 

where is your love for your Queen, or your 
patriotism ? Let any man try the life of a soldier 
for thirt)' years, and he will know what the guar- 
dians of your national honour have to undergo. 

* Horace, Ode I. 



ANARCHY AXD DISTiRDEX IN IM lA r>t 



Die who grudge moiiev for me army art sfca ^rm 
ling like those who would forbid aaX>w2scs aJi-.-nais 
members of the Roval Famuv : Dcrbtr 



e true lovers of their axintrv, 

lintain its honour and grandeur 

t standard of which the nadon is 

look at the \i^ys of Providence in p^miinfrj;^ i^&api y 



hold India, we must surelv s-t-^ titi ;t r^«^ « 

[is design and intention that we shod: r-Ie 



•••A..*'* *» tfjd 






In 1857, the fabric of the Gov^ 
1 to its base, but His powerf-I am en^bl^d 
put down the Mutiny. In the tfme of th^ 
: rule money, sufficient to have done irxal- 
e good to the inhabitants, was expended on 
bines and courtiers of the lowest stamp. 
t not that the Ruler of the Universe, remark- Ai*?-.-.? .-.< 
e anarchy, disorder, tjxanny.and bloody feuds 
existed, placed our nation as His agents to 
-ve order and protect persecuted humanity? 
noney He gave to us in that wealthy country 
nee been well expended ; this, all our ' Public 
s ' well show. The comfort enjoyed by the H^ri^iiu !»<« 
r classes is what they never knew in for- -i^rive/j u^^h 
days. The security to life and property, 
cilities of transit, the just laws and charitabU! 
itions— these are blessings of which their 
therswere ignorant And although we may 
many enemies, they are outnumbered by our 
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Wealth gnrcB 
for a good 
purpose. 



Wealth giTcn 
to maintain 
oar poBkitioii 
amongst the 
great powei& 



Our dntT to 
oar subjects in 
distant 
posseioions^ 



Trust -monev, 



NVhat is our 
mission in 
India. 



friends. This wealth we have was given to us 
to use properly. It was Hke an advance of cash 
to be laid out for a particular purpose, and we 
are simply the agents to see it distributed in a 
just and honest manner. England has long had 
command of the seas and she has acquired un- 
bounded wealth, but both are hers only on con- 
dition that she holds her position amongst great 
nations ; and it is incumbent upon her to be the 
agent of Providence in distributing His precious 
blessings over all those portions of the human 
family which He has thought fit to place under 
her benignant and just rule. 

If we then curtail our army, we cannot perfonn 
our duty as a great governing power ; to do so 
would be to entail anarchy on all our distant pos- 
sessions, and consequent miser)^ on the millions of 
foreign subjects who look to us to uphold order and 
secure to them their just rights. Money held in 
this way is simply * trust money,' that has been 
deposited with us for a special purpose. Nor is 
our mission accomplished till we bestow on 
our foreign subjects that state of security and that 
protection from tyranny and injustice which God 
intended our nation should be the means of ensur- 
ing. Great Britain, by obtaining the supremacy 
at sea, opened the passage to India, and thus be- 



THE nuCE OF BEING VANQUISHED. 

; the means of carrying civilisation to the 

most parts of the globe, 
/loney then must be liberally expended on our 
diers and warlike materials ; the reduction of 
1 army must be looked upon as the most un- 

V most unguarded, indeed the most dangerous 
p or proposal. Our ' platform ' should be that 
^tfie poet, who says : — 

Rather stand up, assured with anxious pride 
Alone, than err with millions on thy side. 
Mean narrow majdms which enslave mankind 
Ne'er from its bias warp the settled mind.' 

In these days of progress, we must not be found 

lapping ' or we may have to pay dearly for our 

iiargy, like Aponlus Saturnius, who fell asleep at 

% sale, and Caius ordered that each no(^ of his head 

ould be considered a bid, so that when the poor 

1 awoke he found, to his dismay, that he had 

purchased thirteen gladiators at an enormous 

price! 

If we were ever conquered we should have to 
ay a terrible indemnity to buy the invaders out of 
country ; nor would it remove the degra- 
lation, if. after having worn the ' iron chain ' of the 
»nquered, any 'Caius' should afterwards present 
I with a ' golden one ' of the same weight — such 
las was g^ven to Agrippa the grandson of Herod. 



MoQ«' to 

liberally li 
□ut on soli 
and wurlik 
materials. 



I 
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' The Goths, who were supposed to have migi 
from Scandinavia to the Euxine, were bribed tov( 
draw their victorious troops by an annual iribi 
Rmnc and this weakness on the part of the Roil 
Empire brought new swarms of barbarians to| 
very gates of Rome. The fate of Rome wa^ 
length determined by an irresistible emigratioi 
the Huns, which precipitated on the Empire I 
whole body of the Goths.'' It was the fe^ 
le meni. fcigns of Decius, Galbus, Valerian, and i 
which afforded such openings for invasion. 
nacD»ion the ■ Discusslon is the bulwark of truth, the only I 

bulwtuhof V 

safeguard against the imperfection of the human I 
mind, the only chastiser of extravagance, the onK 
antagonist of dogmatism, the only handpost tliai 
points us perpetually along the path of moderation, 
which is most commonly the path of truth. 

' The philosophical historian will attempt t" 
deduce from the past those laws of human actiun 
which have heretofore moulded the features of 
society, and which we may predul will, undc 
similar circumstances, operate in a «W/«rmanncr 
for the future.' 
•ti>,Li.c It is for the fair discussion of all importanlj 
»'*- matters that we are so much indebted to 

enlightened press — the protector of our righl 



I Malihus on Population. 

' ' History of Modem Philosophy,' by J. D. MoreU. 



W TUJBS n>K THE ARMY GRUDGED 287 

; the very ' safety-valve ' of our whole con- 
ation. 
' Schiller, in his ' Thirty Years' War,' says. ' It is 
■ly immediate advantages, or evils, that set the 
)ple in action.' Is not this very true ? We find 
n applauded who make propositions that cannot 
5 entertained with safety because personal advan- 
ces are anticipated therefrom by a section of the 
DUnunity. Reducing the army means reducing 
tation,and that helps a man's pocket: thousands 
1 see no further than personal comfort. How 
tny we find in the world who care little for the 
TOWS or trials of the poor. ' What matter to 
! if an old woman's candle is blown out in 
nter, provided I have a cosy fire myself ?' ' What 
atter the evils of war, so long as I do not get 
The evil is not immediate and the mass 
re little for the future. People grudge the few 
lltr>- pounds paid in the year to maintain the 
itional honour ; whereas what large sums are not 
|uandered in amusements ? Ask the people of 
ranee what they feel ? What would they not pay 
) bring back all those fine noble fellows who died 
, battle ? 

When war is declared, we find men shouting 
It for more troops, as if they could get a trained 
)ldier on the spur of the moment. Now it would 
e a very just rule, if introduced, that on the 



What Ihe 
reduction of 
the army 



'ant of I 



OBEtU lOgn 



I loVTS hU case. 
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declaration of war, every man who had votec 
army reductions should be forced to the front. | 
is clearly not right to place a certain secrioiu 
the people only in a position of danger, without I 
means of encountering the enemy on anythingH 
equal terms. To expect one soldier to do the wJ 
of ten of any other nation is more than unw; 
Therefore, let those people who are content to K 
the risk — who are confident that there is no dan^ 
— be pushed forward in an emergency, and I 
taught by experience what war really means. 
we cannot learn from the fate of France we<( 
serve to fall. 

No arguments in the world will ever pcrsua 
us that it is safe to trust to the fcffbearancel 
any other nation of soldiers. Do we trust the] 
ruffians of our own isles ? Can we go to bd 
without our watchmen — and if we did, what 
would become of our valuables ? 

The soldier loves his ease as much as other 
people in our world. The Roman prefect who re- 
signed his office and retired into niral life for seven 
years, had an inscription put on his tomb, to tlic 
effect that ' although he had attained a great age, 
he had really only lived those last sez'cn years'. 
Could the hopes engraven on the soldier's hean 
be read, the inscription found on thousands and tcai 
of thousands would be a longing for peaceful ^^ 



TRIALS OF THE SOLDIER 289 

ment — and this longing has been theirs from 
\ first day they accepted the ' shilling/ Living 
iifetime in exile, parted from wives, from chil- Tnabofthe 

soldier. 

en, and from home — some are struck down in 
mth, while others, clinging still to the hope of see- 
g their beloved ones once more, fall prostrate on 
le road of life perhaps when almost in sight of the 
illage church. And are these brave men not to 
leet with your sympathy ? Alas ! there can be no who demand 

our sympathy. 

^titude left in the world if your poor soldiers are 

ooked upon as a downright burden and a tax on 

he country — rather than trusty servants who guard 

^our honour and all your wealth. 

To take an unprejudiced view of the matter. If An un- 
prejudiced 

any patriotic man will take thought and consider ^^' 
what he owes our Government, he will hardly in- 
veigh against it, and the taxes imposed through its 
far-seeing wisdom. No ; he will probably realise 
this fact, that what he pays is not in full proportion 
to the wealth he owns —all of which might go from 
him in a single day if the populace were permitted 
to sack his mansion and have a general scramble 
for all his money, goods and chattels. We are 
ifraid that the ruffians of London and other large RufTians of 

London. 

Owns would not desist from such pleasant employ- 
ment even if all the * preachers' in England told 
hem to bear in mind that they were of the tribe 
Israel' 

u 
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To sell oar 
fleet! 



Demand for We rather think the poor * Red-coats ' v 

the • Red- ^ 

then be in great demand, because a man will 
anything to save his life. If this be true, cannot 
respect the poor private who sells his life to ; 
He does so for * honour/ for the upholdin 
the grandeur of your nation — the noblest 
(after serving God) incumbent on man. 

Perhaps we shall next hear people ac 
our Government to sell off our * Iron-clai 
Generations pass before a nation reaches the 5 
mit of its glory and its grandeur ; and the neai 
country approaches the zenith of its greatness 
more critical the time. Rome had her day, 
she passed away, but she hastened her downfal 
neglect, and by becoming effeminate. Scipio 
calculated the strength of the forces under Ha 
bal — lingering at Massilia instead of awaiting 
arrival of the enemy at the foot of the Alpi 
r.-npcrorsof was thus defeated at Pavia. The conqueror 

Peru seized the Inca and his country by a st 
gem. and such was the surfeit they got of the 
clous metals that at last it seemed ' that the 
thinors in Cuzco that were ?io^ real wealth 
vjold and silver/ The ransom paid to the Spar 
Pizarro for the Inca, Atahullpa. was three mil 
and a half of pounds sterling, and of silver fifty 
thousand six hundred and ten * marks/ 



Scipio and 
1 lannihal. 






barbarians who overthrew Rome ' brought 
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Kem from their deserts, the freedom and energy of 
avage life. Amid the expiring embers of civilised 
Jdstitutions they spread the flames of barbarian Barbarians. 
independence; on the decayed stock of urban 
liberty they ing^fted the vigorous shoots of 
pastoral freedom.' * May we never see the day 
when the * decayed stock of urban liberty ' requires 
to be ingrafted with more * vigorous shoots.' Yet 
be it remembered that all history tends to prove How the 

decay of 

that the decay of nations commences always in the natioas bcgim 

body or mass of the population ; and while, as has 

ever been the case, the patriots, few in number, see 

the danger, the multitude — desiring effeminacy and 

'urban liberty' — are blind, and carry all before 

them. A few years of opposition on the part of f^ven patriot 

succumb. 

the patriots, and then they too are swept away 
in the torrent of comfort-seeking mortals, who, 
seduced by the pleasures of cities, keep their wealth 
for self-gratification, and, like the * bees,' hoard up 
:he * honey of state ' till another nation, watching 
he * hive,' pounces down and carries off the sweets. 

The patriots have ever stood out — they have patrioiB. 
aised the cry of alarm ; but finally, being human, 
hey too have been over-persuaded and led 
iway, till it has ever ended simply in this, * that 
vhat is everybody's work is not done by any ^ , 

' ' Freedom of 

>ody.' The glorious freedom of rural life, rural life. 

* Alison, vol. i. p. 12. 
u 2 
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having been merged into a contracted view ( 

■ things in general, energy departs, self-gratifica 
and luxurious ways commence, and lead ultii 
to gross selfishness. Money, because 
chases all the luxuries, becomes a god. SIi^ 
gishness and apathy set in, and the ruin t 
the nation follows. It is well for England U 
she has her foreign possessions ; for these, with h 
colonies, maintain a lai^e section of busy, I 
working men. Hence we have the type of ti 
growth of all nations up to their zenith, and C 
seems to have willed that the more a nation s 
out emigrants the more powerful that country b 
comes. What would appear to us to sap tlie nadonS 

■ strength positively increases it. Demosthenes sari 
' The possessions of the supine devolve to t 
active and intrepid ; ' again he says, ' It is 1 
ultimate want which generally determines mcxM 
judgment of everything precedent' It will be tq 
late when a country is conquered to feel that i 
glorious freedom is now absent and gone for evd 
Let it rievef be said of Great Britain — ' Our tot 
indolence hath been the cause of all our difficulties 
God avert a calamity like that which was ab( 

'5 to fall on the Athenians when a patriot had t 

stand up and say, ' It supposes, in the first plac 

that joe who are Athenians could in our disputt 

' Demosthenes to ihe Athenians, ist PhiUpjriCi I 
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lemand to have our title to the island (Halonesus) 
determined by arbitration.' Here was the symptom 
of growing decay in the Athenian power ; either 
fear of the enemy, from not having a proper army, 
or the love of ease, must have induced Philip 
to propose that the contest should be settled by 
arbitration. Any country which arrives at such a 
state, and is compelled to bribe barbarians to keep Barbwians 

^ ^ bnbcd not to 

away,* has no stability, no vitality. It is in the *"*^^- 
season of decrepitude that nations like individuals 
seek for ease from their labours, and when 
there is not a constant supply of vigour kept New vigour 
up— by training a large portion of the popu- 
lation to the art of war, and by giving our 
* young blood * a love for travel and an active life 
- the nation becomes torpid ; * drones ' are in the 
hive, not *bees,' as they were when the nation 
was in its youth and manhood. The deeds of 
our forefathers are written in the annals of our 
country. Enduring all hardships, they worked 
heart and soul, and left us as a legacy the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain, and with it an 
indomitable resolution to maintain our glorious 
freedom in its fullest integrity,— freedom to which 
no other nation has as yet, in such a way and to 
s^ch a degree, attained. Shall we by carelessness 
^^crifice our just rights, and throw away what 

* As Rome did. 
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has come to us from our noble ancestors ? 
would keep that inheritance intact, it behoves 
in the name of all that is good, true, and loJ 
to keep our army at a strength sufficient to gum 
us from such misfortunes and such awful calamita 
Let the nation rise up as eJ«ir man, to silence f 
cavillers by the word of ' truth," insisting upon thtT 
— that by casting aside our feelings of patriotism j 
to cherish an inordinate love for yf///^ /iw-n*. we 
shall fail in our duty to our Queen and countrj'. 

When Rome began to depend mostly on met- 
cenarj' soldiers, the warlike spirit died out. If a 
' nation of shopkeepers ' — requiring all its gold fw 
selfish indulgences — refuses to pay for the pro- 
tection of its goods, that nation will decline. The 
reduction of the army would choke the fountains 
of ambition. fromwhich,as through arteries, a maiii)' 
and warlike spirit is circulated among the popub- 
tion. The desire for glory and honour, the pride of 
doing our duty for the national welfare, will cbl) 
away if the springs are not perpetually re- 
plenished. The 'backbone' of our strength wil' 
decay, and the huge ' Colossus ' of State musi 
[ The lexvcn of then fall to the ground. The 'leaven' of the 

I Ihe solilicry 

[ required lo soldier-spirit is required to permeate the mass. 

I give viiitliiy lo '^ ' ' 

From it the youth of the nation will imbibe -i 

fondness for brave acts, and will be impelled w 

[llow in the footsteps of those great men whi"". 



[ How tbe 

\ Jbuntaiiu of 

I chuWed. 
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[hting nobly for their country, have left the 
cords of their heroism stamped indelibly on the 
iges of history; teaching us thereby what our duty 
I if we desire to maintain our position as a great 
ower. 
We entreat of you to remember Sedan, As Rattle of 

Sedan related 

^[ards that catastrophe, see what a brave *^y » French. 

man, a lc:«s4in 

renchman says, and give your utmost sympathy '^^^ '^y^^'i 
) such splendid, but unfortunate, heroes : — 
Hours elapsed in this stern and heroic resist- 
nce, but every hour the circle of fire became 
lore and more deadly, more and more vigorous, 
Jid enclosed our brave soldiers. Death stalks 
everywhere. The Prussian artillery, with its 
remendous range, takes up position on all com- 
nanding points. The balls hail on the French 
■anks from an almost invisible enemy. These 
hrow themselves, at the point of the bayonet, up 
he hill-slopes from whence comes the shower of 
leath. The artillery fire smites them down 
>efore they can reach the gunners. Eleven 
hundred pieces of cannon thunder at once from 
ar on our warriors — our warriors who love to 
ght with steel. Around them swarm three 
iindred thousand men, who drive them back and 
Wt them down under the cover of the woods or 
om the crest of the hill-slopes. Then it was 
lat the army — the unhappy French army — be- 
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fore that girtlle of iron, of fire, of cannon-balls 
rifle-balls, recoils, retires, and buries itself wjl 
the funnel of Sedan, while from the bristlii 
heights the batteries still roar. 

' At first our soldiers attempted to pierce ai 
bore through the Prussian lines ; they attempt* 
to escape and to work their way out by La 
Chapelle, by the woods of the Ardennes, and 
the open route to Belgium ; but the cavalry, dw 
hussars of Death, plunged into the woods, drow 
them back, or sabred them. Driven out of th« 
forests, tliey march for Sedan, while from the 
crests of the hills of Givonne the Prussian 
batteries rained their iron storm on the roads, ami 
lopped off branches, and smote down man. Be- 
fore these overpowering numbers, before these 
thousands of cannon, before this terrific develop- 
ment of brute force, our troops, with the spirit 
resistance still alive in them, still prepared 
defend their colours and their existence againl 
the masses of the enemy, but — crushed and 
duced to impotence— fell back, and leaving the* 
dead generals, officers, and soldiers on the hil 
sides of the Ardennes, plunged within the wall 
of Sedan, now so sadly notorious.' ' 

' A transUtioD from the French by R. G. L., ' Unil 
Ser\icc Institution of India,' April 1873, p. in. 
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ACROSTIC ox SEDAN. 

Swift as ligfatniDg came the crash 
(Endless efforts — Sc}-thian dash 
Doomed to be of no avaD), 
Astounded, at that * iron-haiU* 
Noble France can only u*aiL 

Dear reader, could mortal man do more than 
these noble — these superb — heroes achieved ? 
And would you now side with those who desire 
to reduce our little army, or to leave us with a 
\ small and inadequate supply of guns ? Consider 
f these unfortunate Frenchmen, smashed on all sides 
by an almost invisible enemy. Well may the writer 
call them ' our incomparable army,' and announce a tmiy in 
that his heartrending recital was ' Sacred to the ^^™ 
memory of the glorious vanquished.' Such an 
awful, such an overwhelming catastrophe, demands 
our sympathy indeed, and involuntarily calls forth 
the admiration of every soldier. Poor, unhappy, 
chivalrous Frenchmen ! what a trial of nerve, Noble Fra 
— what unbounded bravery ! 

Those who have seen battlefields will realise 
all that those magnificent French soldiers had to 
contend with. It was, seemingly, from beginning 
to end — * Everything running foul of everything 
as in a fog.'^ Downright confusion must have 

* A translation from the French by R. G. L., * United 
Service Institution of India,' April 1872, p, 107. 
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resulted from such a terrible state of things. The 
odds all appear against the French — superior 
master-minds, overwhelming artillery, and countless 
numbers were all combined on the Prussian side. 
The French were crushed, bewildered by an iron 
haiL and vanquished only by the superior range and 
numbers of Prussian cannon. Such heroes cannot 
be said to be conquered : they were merely mortal 
Hien escaping with life after undergoing a fiery 
ordeal the like of which had never perhaps been 
known before in the whole annals of war since the 
introduction of cannon. It is not just to place sol- 
diers ^i such a disad\'antage in battle. The French, 
under such dispiriting circumstances, had about 
as much chance as men with swords have when 
orrosevi to others with rifles. 

Xapo!eon said : ' Good infantry are the main- 
spring of an army, but the best infantry- becomes 
cerr.c^ralised and is destroyed if it has to con- 
tend against ver\' superior artillery. A genera^ 
w:ih better infantr\' and a weak force of gun.^ 
n'tay obtain aJ\*antages in a campaign, but if hi^ 
aviversar\* is stronger in artillery this will be paii^ 
luUv felt in a ^^z^nerjl action.* 

Anv>;her • Sedan ' can never occur if the Frenc 
see tv^ their artillerw and we doubt not that Francrr 
\\\\\ * draw from it a lesson of that exalted braver" 
which alone can save her/ 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

Idien should be Trained for Battle— Real use of the 
I Ground is to Prepare for the actual Conflict— A few 
ing Words Electrical at the Critical Time— How Panics 
' — Drt5S an Important Matter; Common Sense should 
>eihc Guide — Lord Macaulaj- on Foois — It is long before wise 
Rclbnns are carried out— Dr. Tullock on 'Go- Ahead' Men — 
Hrbdom of Adopting Advice that bears the Stamp of Truth — 
The Mmds of Men compared to Rivers and the Freights they 
Float — Ot) extracting the Pith of everything, and on Reason- 
ia^ by Analog)' — The World is nothing but Change— Changes 
Wat— Martin Tupper on the Lottery of Life. 

■ L. now proceed to call attention to the abso- Pre 

lie necessity of soldiers exercising ' presence of 

nind ' when in action. Excitement tends to make 

nen fire too hurriedly ; ten bullets well directed 

•vill cause more consternation in the ranks of the 

^emy than ten thousand flying harmlessly over 

their heads. We have seen veterans waver a Httle Effects or| 

^hen two or three of their comrades were carried 

away by round shot or shell. Wc should accustom 

fen to be prepared for the blanks in the line 

caused by casualties in action, by ordering files here , 

^nd there to fall back or halt during an advance. 

We saw this done by a regiment after the battle 

DTChillianwalla, and we wondered it had not been 
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\ [xactised before. The parade-ground should not 
be looked upon only as a place where men may 
be marched about for show, or formed in perfect 
lines; troops should be drilled as if actually in 
the presence of an enemy, and prepared bj- pre- 
vious training for any partial disorganisation thai 
might suddenly befall them. One man marcho 
in peace manoeuvres by the side of another, liie 
pivot men are in their places, and all goes well 
Under fire the case materially alters — there goes 
a whole section under grape-fire — shot down at 
one discharge. What is the result ? Unsteadinea. 
Raw recruits are prone to believe that all tlic 
loss is on their side only. If we know that our 
men feel so, can we not imagine what the enetny 
feels if we make our firing te/l ? Again, a few 
cheering words are ' electrical ; ' for sometimes 
soldiers are in doubt as to which side is gain 
ing ground. One of the commanders of former 
daj-s prevented his soldiers from retreating liy 
shouting out, ' Who let those asses loose ? ' In an 
instant the men recovered their presence of minJ 
and the day was saved. At such times a joke ora 
laugh is worth any money ; it takes off the men's 
attention, and the voice of the commander givf^ 
them renewed confidence. The Duke of Welling- 
ton well knew the value of encouraging speeches. 
!f such a commander shouts 'Come on, lads,' llif 
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m leap after him, being proud to be spc^en to 
agreat man; they trust to their conmiander and 
lieve all is righL Those who have witnessed a 
inic will know what a ' word * can do at such times, 
here are moments in a hard-contested engage- Momoto of 



.ent when the spirits droop, when hope almost mtrtiie. 
mishes, and these are the most important 
loments, and should be anticipated ; a few cheering 
ords spoken then will spur on the wavering to 
irther efforts. Men are gregarious, and a panic — 
ke a fire— carries all before it ; and as the knock- 
ig down of an intermediate house may save the 
ther buildings, so has it been necessar)* to shoot 
town an alarmist to save a whole company. 
The dress of a soldier is another important matter. 
The Madras Fusiliers wore loose blouses and 
ooked * rough and ready ' fellows indeed. During 
he si^e of Lucknow our men worked in their 
shirt sleeves.' Common sense must ever guide us 
n these matters. Macaulay (alluding to the days Macaniay on 
)f Charles the Second) says : * There were fools in 
hat age who opposed the introduction of vaccina- 
ion and railroads ; as fools of an age anterior 
loubtless opposed the introduction of the plough 
Lnd alphabetical writing. In 1663 the Marquis 
>f Worcester constructed a rude steam-engine 
vhich he called a ** fire- water- work," and which 
le pronounced to be an admirable and forcible 
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instninient of propulsion. But alas, the Marqai 
was considered a madman, his inventions ther 
found no favourable reception.' Folks in factvf 
have nothing to do with his humbug of ' fire-wi 
works,' and so those wise people left a fiW 
generation to laugh at their incredulit)'. Tltt 
was a period too when our soldiers were dm 
almost distracted with cumbersome accoutremffl 
and huge stocks ; yet for years every remonstn 
was met with opposition. All innovation n 
strenuously resisted tjll wise reformers tn I 
positions came to the rescue, and then the soUl 
enjoyed the benefits of many prudent alteraM 






In a spirited review on ' The Leaders of 
Reformation ' ' we find these graphic passages 
^ ' In every age since the renewal of letters thf 
has been a class of men who were anxious 
drstinguish themselves from those around themli 
going ahead — turning aside from the path whk 
most of their friends and associates were pursulflg- 
and by taking what they reckon a more advancf 
and elevated position.' Again, he says : ' There 
indeed a bigotry which is despicable and injurioi) 
the bigotry of those who refuse to practise 31 
independent thinking, who slavishly submit 
mere human authority, who never venture 
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entertain the idea of deviating in any way from 

the beaten track, and denounce as a matter of 

course all who do so — ^who can see only one 

side of a subject (or perhaps only one corner of 

one side of it), who are incapable of forming any 

reasonable estimate of the comparative importance 

of different truths and different errors, who 

contend for all truths and denounce all errors with 

equal vehemence, who never modify or retract 

their opinions, who have no difficulties themselves 

and no sympathy with the difificulties of others.' 

Anything which has the stamp of truth on it Adopt truth. 

I should be at once adopted ; let us not look to the 

proposer — if the advice given is good, it should be 

followed. To reject good advice because the giver 

is disliked, or looked upon with a jealous eye by 

the listener, is indeed the proof of a narrow mind. 

There are many men who, while they can copy any- Men who 

1 . . , , merely can 

thing, can never strike out any original plan. The copy • 
Writing of a court-martial with all its marginal 
notes is what these men shine in ; yet there is 
^p more talent demanded for that than is re- 
quired from the Bengalee writer who copies an 
engineer's plan. A man zealous in the pcrform- 
«ince of his duty will pay strict attention to rules, 
l^ut such does not rcqyire great mental exertion. 
The minds of men may be compared to the currents The mimis of 

nun hke 

of rivers — some arc rapid, some sluggish ; our "^*=*^s. 
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lightest thoughts are those that float on the surfa 
whilst the precious ones are far down, beneath d 
under-current. Here comes a lot of antiqual 
ideas like a basket-load of withered flowers throi 
out of other folk's gardens ; then follows a contain 
nating thought, like a dead dog floating down t 
stream ; presently a green twig follows, like 
lover's promise broken off ; next a solid yet roughl 
expressed idea, resembling the trunk of an 
tree, which if cut into would be found durable 
. useful. Or perhaps tlie current brings by a 
then like beautiful dead birds, emblematical ( 
soaring hopes transfixed by the arrows of destin; 
Now, as our thoughts follow each other in quic 
succession, it is very evident that the rapid stream 
will throw off their impurities the soonest. But oi 
most precious thoughts, on tlie other hand, clin 
like pure gold to the deep bed of the river, or de- 
posit themselves at wide intervals along the mai^in. 
The wise gold-hunter, observing the indications of 
the existence of the precious mineral, soon adopP 
measures to secure the ' nuggets.' When he catches 
a few of these he heeds not all the rubbish he has 
seen float down the stream. If he waited for ' dead 
dogs ' and ' withered flowers ' lie would get bui 
little gold. Yet a lifetime of imprudence may brinj; 
an old age of wisdom ; the imprudences are ihi: 
' dead dogs of the river.' 
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he wise extract only the pith out of evcry- 
g ; if they took more they would be carrying 
-loads of oyster-shells instead of handfuls of Oystcrshciu 

or pearls. 

rls. If we hamper our memories with heaps of 
olete rubbish, a long life would be scarcely 
Eicient to enable us to read through an ordinary 
rary. Life is short, and the greatest privilege 
life is to be permitted to converse with magnani- 
)us men, or to read the works of golden-hearted 
thors. By these means we get further convinced 
the boundless elevation of that Eternal Being The elevation 

of the Eternal 

[10 framed the mind, and then we can soar into the Bemg. 
finite amplitude of the vast regions of contcm- 
ation. The most powerful memory is not suffi- 
ent to enable a man to recollect all he has read, 
et, all that is lost might as well never have been 
:quired. Men, therefore, are wise according to 
le manner they arrange their mental treasures. 
i^e may read a thousand novels, without 
^^oking any feeling further than mere curiosity 
) unravel the plot ; but a few pages of Plato, Plato or 

novels I 

Derates, and such works, will give us * pa' ukim ' . 

r the contemplation of a lifetime. We must 

i ayialytic if wc wish to have retentive memories ; Analogy 

, , - . • requisite. 

I must take notes and arrange them in proper 
der for use at the instant they are required, 
e must judge keenly by analogy in our investi- 
tions as to probable events. Narrow-minded Narrow- 

minded men. 
X 
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men never judge by analogy. They have a few] 
rules before them and by these they decide, in 
arrogant and unwarrantable manner in all 
without any modification, or the full consideration i 
subjects that really require mature thought 
reflection. Such men will tell you that we are 
• free agents ' but merely poor creatures, and not\ 
sponsible for our acts of impulse ! What an it 
to a merciful and benignant Creator ! Men whocan* 
not combat arguments generally put an end to die; 
debate by venting their spleen on those they are un- 

ApoUo Ttersut able to conqucr, acting somewhat as Apollo did to 

Marsyas,who overcame him in a trial of musical skillt 
— in other words, they attempt \,o flay their enema 
a!iv€ and hold them up to public ridicule. There b 
however a keen sense of justice in the world, and 
honest men will always rush to the rescue when 
others are unfairly attacked. The world cannot pro- 

Ft-Vvti n duce perfection, yet each man may add his mite to 

the o^eneral stock of truth. But it does not follow, 
because we cannot attain to perfection, that we 
should be apathetic or lethargic all our lifetime ; or, 

Xcrvn^v.onaiKi as Xeuophon said, when he saw a soldier burj-ing a 

man who was not dead, * We shall all die, but 
must we for that reason be buried alive .-^ ' 

rcr,xtu.ii This world is made up of change. It is dc- 

signed that such should be the case, or we should 
be a mere stagnant pool of civilisation. It is the 
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•oubling of the waters ' that produces purcness, 

e same as the leaves of the lotus and other 

[uatic plants move the surface of water in 

iiks ; these vegetable fans keep the liquid 

X)ni becoming stagnant, and consequently 

nfit for use. In the same manner the clement 

{ the mind is the mover and purifier of states. The mind the 

Vn epoch arrives, when men like Bismarck arise 

ind cause a revolution of things that had arrived 

it stagnation : these minds perform to the mass 

(or the mind collectively) what the lotus does to 

the water. They agitate the surface, they put an 

end to stagnation, and when we see the result we 

marvel at the simple means by which great events 

are governed. A battering-ram became useless Chftngcin 

when cannon began to be used. The heavy wSr"*" 

armour for man and horse disappeared when 

the musket superseded the cross-bow and the 

sword. So, when large cannon were introduced the 

French were unwise in allowing themselves to French taken 

be brought into action under such evident disad- *"' 

vantages. To be opposed by merely incapable 

men is certain victory to the wise and energetic ; 

the latter can see to the end and can easily detect 

the apathy or oversight of their foes. The great 

Bismarck, the far-seeing Prussian Emperor, and 

his shrewd Commandcr-in-chicf, all saw what 

gave them the victory in the Danish war and at 

X 2 
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Goliath of 
Gath against 
David. 



French 
artillery of 
former days. 



The Aulic 
Council 
causeil the 
capitulation of 
Ulm. 



One head in 
war. 



Sadowa, and those two events prepared them to 
anticipate the French at * Sedan/ It was like Goliath 
of Gath smitten from afar by the pebble from 
the brook ; and the giant in his armour was no 
match for the youth with a sling. His head was 
cut off with his OTvn weapon; and so also the 
French army was crushed by the very weapon that 
had bi;pught the first Napoleon into notice. By 
the good use of artillery, wherein they equalled 
if not surpassed their former enemies, the French 
had covered themselves with glory ; but by not 
being up to the time — by allowing the Prussians 
to meet them with guns more powerful and of far 
longer range — they were powerless to encounter 
the foe and lay at such a disadvantage as must be 
clear to any youth of twelve years of age. 

Was it not the Aulic Council that brought 
about the capitulation of Ulm ? But for that, 
Mack might have assembled 170,000 men in the 
Tyrol. He dared not depart from the order of 
that Council ; while Napoleon, having despotic 
power, did as circumstances dictated or demanded. 
Frederick i^ another instance of a commander 
with unlimited power. One head, one organi- 
sation, is imperative in war ; otherwise, all is con- 
fusion. Were there not men in the French army 
who saw the mistakes made ? But too often the 
downfall and humiliation of states is caused by 
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ose at the head scorning to listen to thinking, 
-actical men. It cannot be otherwise ; all his- 
>ry teems with instances of men of no repute, who ^'^ ^^^^ 

' *• repute 

•cm time to time start up and astonish the a^tomshthc 

^ world. 

/orld with their brilliant achievements, brought 
Lbout by the simplest and easiest methods! 
Cromwell starts up, and lo ! we see a great 
general. The American war breaks out, and American 

generals as 

behold ! we see numerous commanders step out "»^ancc 
of their offices and their civil lines of life to 
evince high military qualifications, and to handle 
large armies with consummate generalship. 
War is the time to develope the stuff a nation ^" ^^* 

^ the man. 

can produce. The raw material only requires 

to be manufactured : but in time of peace there 

is so much jealousy that practical men are kept 

back. We are apt to think that in all matters The 'scien- 
tific body.* 

the scientific body musi be right. A man may be 
able to explain the law of the trajectory, yet per- 
haps he cannot hit a target. We prefer the practical who is most 
sportsman who can shoot his tiger or bear, to the ^^ ^ 
one who lays down rules for firing yet fails to make 
a bag ! War bursts out and then we see who are 
our really good soldiers. Opportunities make the 
man, — ^though tens of thousands never get the op- 
portunity. But besides opport^inity, the man, to gain Opportunity 

required. 

repute, must hold a position in which his power is 
untrammelled. Numbers do very well in subordi- 
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nate positions, who, if they are called upon to act ] 
on their own judgment, will be found incompetent 
Ney, Beithier, Murat are a few out of thousands 
of examples. But it is the same in France, 
England, Austria, — among all nations in fact. 
Mutia Martin Tupper says : — 

Tnppcc 

If in the lottery of life thou hast drawn a splendid prize, 

\\hat foresight hast thou and skiU ! Yea, what enterprise and j 

wisdom ! ' { 

But if it fall out against thee, and thou fail in thy perilous en> 

deavour — 
Behold ! the simple did sow, and hath reaped the right harvest 

of his folly : 
And the world will be gladly excused, nor will reach a finger to 

help. 
For why ^ould this speculative dullard be a whirlpool to all 

around him? 
For the man has missed his mark, and his fellows look no 

further. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

The Grand Struggle in Progress for Liberty— Torrens on the Pro- 
fession of Arms — Great Britain without Armv or Na\'\- would 
Fall — We have been told before that the British Lion was in 
liis Dotage — Crimean War and Sepoy Mutiny Proofs to the 
Contrary — Our Volunteers — Our Love for Athletic Spons — Ad- 
vantages of Training, especially if called upon to meet Hardships 
— Our Army before the Mutiny little known to the Nations of 
India — Better Knowledge should be widely distributed — True 
Civilisation a thorough Appreciation of each others Mental Powers 
— Generals carefully Estimate Intellectual Attainments of Antago- 
nists — Foresight and Precaution the most Consummate General- 
ship. 

It must surely be obvious to all contemplative Libcn/s 
minds that at the present time the whole world is stmagic. 
making a g^nd struggle for liberty. Alas ! for 
how many years past have we not observed the few 
bright sparks of the fire of independence staynpcd 
out of men, men indeed who love freedom even as 
we do ? Or if perchance these sparks were not 
entirely extinguished, have they not been left to 
smoulder under heaps of cold-dead ashes, that can- 
not be resuscitated "i But can those mountains of 
precious dust from the fuel of Liberty's fire be ever 
rekindled ? Read the fate of the Poles, Hungarians, 
and Circassians, and reflect for a moment. Liberty 
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seems to have given birth to iwins. One is a stun 
fat creature, the other weak, emaciated. Ol 
an Oliver Twist, the other the obese ' Fat Bo] 
One gets all he requires, the other calls loudly ft 
More. One struggles manfully through trial 
adversity, the other goes to sleep at the door { 
Libertj', and not having energy, his intellect is S 
obtuse that when roused he forgets his importar 
mission, and requires a good ' pinch ' to awaki 
him still y«r//w7-. Let us hope that Garibaldi's feats 
may yet rouse to effort the "Fat Boys' who prefer 
inglorious ease under the slavish thraldom of tyrail' 
nical potentates. Let us not in England destroy th 
faithful watch-dog who awakes us from a lethargi 
sleep, when we know he does so only because 
spies the thief War comes like a thief in the nigl 
and for the love we bear towards our good and gra 
cious Sovereign, and in obedience to the prompting 
of honour and duty, let us encourage every mart 
who tells us what perils to avoid and how to avoid 
them. The really staunch and religiously loyal 
soldier who stands sentry at the portals of Free- 
dom, must stop and chaUenge both the man wh( 
attempts to force an entrance and him who seeking 
to out-wit us would stealthily creep into our tower 
of strength ; to the sentinel it should make no 
difterence whether the intruder be our greatest 
open enemy or the fraudulent servant of our 
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Vernment. Within our noble Palace 
dom the ' Regalia of Liberty is deposited,' 
dog of incalculably costly gems, and he 
) wishes to enter must show his ' pass ' or be 
at the point of the bayonet. Men vAio 
ntarily enter the lists to fight for Liberty and 
dom are indeed true soldiers. Where In the 
world can we find a nation so devoted 
I- mercantile pursuits — which can yet produce 
ds of thousands of intelligent, well-educated 
I, to do the hard work' of drills and parades ? 
*, else, can we find soldiers of the Line 
forward as ours do, cheerfully to under- 
every hardship or privation, and only for 
Mour's sake ? Ours is indeed the ' Land of 
' because men consider it no loss to sacri- 
s their lives sooner than suffer the honour of our 
fction to be tarnished. Our men feel proud 
be counted amongst those who uphold the 
panner of Freedom. Torrens says : ' Now, as the 
ofession of arms is essentially an honourable one 
B opposed to the nature of ordinary callings which 
: followed for profit, so does it ensue that every 
ans whereby the greater honour, credit, and 
•sonal distinction can be procured for the mem- 
. of that profession should be by them care- 
illy and perseveringly cultivated. The soldier 
adopting arms, makes, as a member of tlie 
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coaunuaity, many sacrifices. 1 le bids farewell to tlx 
libertj- of free action ; he s^regates himself from 
society, to become one of a select and separate 
body, goi'cmed by a rigid system, peculiar to 
itself; he renounces in most instances, all chance 
of accumulating wealth, and accepts as an equiva- 
lent the modest liv-elibood of a gentleman supported' 
by the proud sense of dut)- and cheered bytJifi 
hope of distinction.' But for our splendid sailon 
and soldiers, militia and volunteers, what would 
become of all the enonnous wealth of Great Britain? 
Are there not coundess idle and needy va^bonds 
of many nations, not excluding our own, ready to 
rush in and plunder our churches, banks and 
treasuries, to seize upon the household valuables 
oToHT h^-bom nobles or of our wealthy merchanis 
and gentlemen — if not held in check ? We should 
cherish the army, and should shut our ears to those 
who would produce equivocal proofs to persuade us 
that constant and unwearied preparations for war 
arc quite unnecessary. On the contrary-, nothii^ 
should induce or tempt us to stand still white 
other nations are prr^ressing in militar}' sdencCf 
while the clarions of war are sounding the 
alarm on all ^des, while nations are making vast 
preparatioos, and parading huge armies amount 
ig to miUi&HS of men. To do so would be utte 
intt)-. Remember that a clever fellow ma; 
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uade a simple-minded man even to doubt 
own identity. In one of the laree cities Logical 
Scotland (say Edinburgh) there lived a 
fessor of mathematics who was famous for 
ng an honest simple-minded man : we will 
I him John MacClaughlan. Some of his 
mds, taking advantage of his habit of de- 
ling all matters by logical deduction, determined 
play him a trick. One of these disguised himself 
d called on the professor. The great mathe- 
atician asking his name, the visitor replied, * John 
acClaughlan.' * Very odd,' said the professor ; 
It he went on : 'And what was your father s 
rnie?' 'Alick MacClaughlan/ said the 
ranger, ' Your name you say, sir, is John John Mac 
lacClaughlan and your fathers name was Alick 
lacClaughlan ; where do you reside?* * Up at 
le White Mill,' said the visitor. The poor old 
rofessor put his hand up to his head and said, 
owly and emphatically, ' Your name is John 
lacClaughlan, you say : and your father's name 
as Alick MacClaughlan : and you live up at the 
^ite Mill. What then is your present profes- 
Dn, sir V * I am the professor of mathematics 
rel unhesitatingly replied the stranger. Another 
>od thump on his head, and the bewildered 
ofessor said, *Your name you .say is John 
acClaughlan, — am I right } ' The stranger 
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nodded assent ' And your father's name 
Alick MacClaughlan, eh?' 'All right.' said tl 
visitor. 'And you live up at the White Mill 
' Undoubtedly,' answered the stranger. ' And y 
are really and truly the professor of mathemati 
here^' ' Of course I am; can there be a doubt abo 
it?' The amazed professor said, 'Whybless me, 
you must be me then ; ' and as he said these word 
(at railway speed) he stared at the unabash* 
stranger as much as to say, ' Am I *nad or In 
dream f ' J ust previous to the Crimean war id! 
prattlers taunted us by saying that ' The Britis 
soldiers had buried their martial ardour, and thi 
our prestige had departed.' Were we not reminde 
of what the Prussians once said of us, viz. ' That ih 
British Lion had grown old : that he was in hi 
dotage : and that his teeth and claws must be drai 
out' ? During that time, however, the watchfu 
eye of the Press was scanning the horizon < 
events. Through the long interval of peace o» 
soldiers stood like brave veterans at a funera 
mute and with arms ' reversed ; ' the instant th 
order was given to ' load,' each man handled hi 
cartridge, and terrific volleys like those of oil 
Guards at Inkerman soon convinced the nation 
enemies that, although we had buried our ' Hei 
Wellington.' his name, like his great soul, w 
immortal, and that the martial fire he had kindh 
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as far from extins^uishecL The * General Assem- Tbc GeaCTi 
ly * sounding over the length and tureaddi of our 
ind -WBS immediately answered by the whole 
:ountry preparing for batde The Russian might 
be a strong giant, but he ip^-as totally unable * to 
hold the two sturdy bo\*s — Europe and Asia — Emopcaiid 
in his right hand and his left' as predicted by Rnsaani 
that sapient prophet the Augsburg Gazette. 

Notwithstanding that almost an entire army of TJ^cScpoy 
Sepoys had mutinied, a few stout British hearts — 
few in comparison with the dense array of rebels 
—trusting in Providence, made our foes stand 
appalled before them. A dead calm precedes as 
often as it follows a storm. Let us be therefore 
ever prepared, and we may rest assured that 
Britons, when the day arrives, will prove them- 
selves soldiers as of yore. Who can witness 
reviews of our volunteers without a feeling of 
pride ? The brave old veteran of the line feels his 
heart beat high at the sight of educated gentlemen 
with their rifles in their hands doing the same 
duties as the gallant private soldier. A glance at 
the 20,000 men who composed the first parade of Voiuntccw 
Volunteers before the good Prmce Albert, ought to physitiue. 
have convinced other Powers that a ' nation of 
shopkeepers ' could produce, as regards physique, 
the finest-looking soldiers in the world. It was 
^ot a desire for further conquests that called out 
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this splendid body from their civil avocations ; 
was prudence only, teaching us to place our natii 
in a position to commafid respect 

These patriotic men are held together by : 
niible bond of union, which is so strong that thi 
more the system is encouraged, the greater Is thi 
military ardour that permeates the whole of oiu 
enormous mercantile and agricultural communityi 
The Author had the opportunity, when on furlou^ 
in 1871, of visiting the large gj'mnasium in Livei 
pool, and he was quite astonished to find hoi 
the general appearance of the youths had improvec 
in comparison to what he recollected them in pas( 
years. Moreover so many fine young fellows arq 
now to be seen carrying themselves as erect as 
soldiers — a great contrast this to the slouching 
gait of die lads of populous towns in former da)'s. 
This love for athletic sports has already done 
wonders. It is quite delightful to see young 
men with finely developed chests and muscular 
arms performing really magnificent feats of 
strength, and priding themselves on a pastime so 
heallhgiving, and so much more creditable than 
visiting night after night those seductive places of 
amusement that lead young men to ruin. Afttf 
sitting for hours over a desk, must it not 
necessarily improve a man's health to have a few 
5 of vi;jrorous exercise? One of the lncli^"_ 
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papers had a good article (in April 1S72) on 
the great advantages <^ the game of cricket. Cnckcc 
The writer said its great beaut>' was. that it 
was the means of inducing men to work hard 
without any further reward than the noble feeling 
of having vanquished, and that this desire to excel 
grew and gained ground till it became a moral 
duty ; and this, among others, is one of the secrets 
of the success of the British as a race in 
colonisation. The g>Tnnasium is a glorious institu- 
tion, and we hope yet to see prizes offered yearly r«ws sho«w 

be £!%>». 

I for pre-eminence in athletic feats, as is now the case 
with rifle-shooting; training of this kind would 
produce a class of men who, in time of danger 
to the country would readily endure the utmost 
fetigue that might be demanded of them in any 
sudden emergency. 
The Author at the siege of Lucknow found the Aavantage of 

training. 

great ad vantage of having trained himself since his 
^val in India in 1842 in lifting weights and using 
dubs. For five months the duties called for 
niore than ordinary physical exertion. Long hours 
without sleep, and the enemy only forty yards 
off, — this made a mortal feel that to do one*s 
duty as a soldier, the body as well as the mind 
^ust be able to endure the strain. Under such 
circumstances, when food is scarce and ordinary 
Comforts unprocurable, those suffer the most who 
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need the greatest nourishment ; they drop in a da] 
if their wants cannot be supplied, even at any cosi 
The Author remembers in particular one ofifia 
who, at the commencement of the siege appearei 
an unusually powerful man. But that fine-looking 
fellow had no stamina ; when privations came am 
comforts were unattainable, he drooped and. died, 
Why ? Probably from his privations, generally, 
and the loss of his usual quantity of sustaining 
food. 

The Persians tell a story of two men who wen 
confined on suspicion for several days in the sam< 
chamber and deprived of all food. When the 
door was opened, one, a stout man, was dead, th( 
other, weak-looking, was alive. When the king was 
amazed at this, a courtier said : ' There is nothing 
to cause wonder ; the one who is dead always eat 
three meals a day, — the other cat very little, and 
was abstemious all his life.' 

During a long experience of an Indian life spent 
in the army we have come to the conclusion that we 
tempted the Sepoys to oppose us by not parading 
our strength more, before the Mutiny. An Italian 
gentleman in those days said to us, ' I have been 
from Calcutta to the Punjab, and my constant cry 
was. Where is the Government ? If I do not steal 
or commit murder no one asks any questions. 
But I should like to see more British soldiers. I 
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c where they are, and I am told 50 or 100 miles where is the 

army? 

7 Now if this was a foreigner s opinion, what 
List the Sepoys have thought, who are all so fond 
pomp and display ? The Hill-men many years 
;o were more impressed by the Governor- 
eneral's fat old native butler parading his lord- ^^ ^^^^ 
ip's kitchen-kettle slung on a bamboo and ^^J^,"''*'^ 
rried by a couple of coolies than they were by 
> Excellency himself, when he made his appear- 
ce like a quiet unassuming English gentleman. 
3 their eyes there was something very imposing 

the strut of the well-dressed and portly butler ; 
ey probably thought that it was because the 
itler was an august personage that the kettle, 
stead of being confided to an urchin of eight 
ars old, required two men to carry it It would 
ive a good effect to send now and then troops of 
ell-dressed cavalry through villages not gene- Carairy 
lly traversed in the usual line of march. The village. 
*ople of towns and villages off the main roads 
ten never see European soldiers in large 
xlies. Many of the Sepoys, for instance, had 
2ver met a Highlander; but when they did, 
ley admired their ' legs ' immensely — and made 
ncommon good use of their own to get as far 
w^ay as possible ! 

We remember, just before one of the battles 
; the Punjab Campaign, seeing the 9th Lancers The Lane 

Y 
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jam a StfOf wg n mrt wiudi was drawn up 
Vmt. TbB ■tfxve cxxps never having been qoa 
■BKd ■ asf qtrt o wm ept with Eoropean Cavali] 
wue. T^M I Umi Jml by the Laocers, and cried 
•■ Bkawo! «k> J«rv face men Uke these ? Again 
sack B^ Ae Se^ have do hope.' No doat 
* Haa^oBe is as handsoraedoes,' but we care tu 
i wc aeate a snule when we say that the nobUil 
ofloofcaiaddaiinticssbearii^ of some of our da^ 
iag Inegabr Cavalry o&cers, when 

b a crowded street, have often altered 
s and impudeot stare of a huge 
> iatD a glance of unmistakeable awe 
; whSat in the same case a delicate-lookia 
yoH^ CBs^ in his red-coat would perhaps hav 
been sm m rwJ aX. This was the case in the French 
f ; die grand dress of the Paladin Murat, and 
has Doble seat on horseback, quite fascinated hi<i 
r soMiers. So also the Bet^^ Irregular Cavalry 
created a wonderful sensation among the French 
in China — who had never before met these superb 
raiments of horse, — in the ranks of which are some 
of the most noUe-tooking British officers that 
could anywhere be seen, even in Great Britain, 
Couki some of these corps be shown in H)'d<^ 
Park the people of London would be equall)' 
astonished at their appearance and their feats with. 
sword and lance, and at the same time incalcu- 
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: good would be done to the troopers themselves, 
on their return to India would explain to the 
^es the power of Great Britain. Sir Jung sirjung 

Bahadur. 

adur, the ruler of Nepaul, from his visit to 

ope became a polished and enlightened man ; 

itood firmly with us during the Mutiny of 

7, and 20,000 of his troops did excellent service 

IS at that critical period. But anyone who has 

I * Haji Baba's Visit to England ' will have Haji Baba's 

arked the vast difference between European ourPnme 

. . • « . Minister. 

Asiatic ideas. He says, * The Prime Minister 

a detvish in appearance, so mild, so kind, that 

marvelled how the affairs of that great country 

Id be directed by him.' Far different this to 

Prime Ministers we have seen in some Native Prime 

Ministers of 

tes ; fellows who scowl at everyone, touch up native states. 

ir moustaches — ^which means in India defiance — 

Lt all around them as if they were mere dirt, 

, when addressed, reply as if people were 

worth a moment's consideration. This is their 

r idea of nobility of look ! Yet we find this 

Dver the world. Men really uneducated will act 

s when in power. We must conclude therefore when wars 

will cease. 

t wars can never cease till nations have 
:hed such a state of civilisation as can only be 
ined by a true knowledge of each other's mental 
^ers. Electricity, like the mind, was at our 

Y 2 
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disposal, yet how long it remained unused for th i 

tel^raph ! \i 

f It is thus that the greatest minds, — as r^ard i 

■ their power, — have sometimes remained dormao k 
till an emer^ncy brought out their usefulness, oi 1 
an accident proved their innate worth. We fee t 
quite confident tliat all victorious commander! i 
enjoyed an inward satisfaction when they knei g 
that they need not be uneasy at the intellectu 
attainments of their antagonists. What would n 
Napoleon have given had he only succeeded 
making Wellington for a single moment forget ill 

■ Bonaparte was before him ? And doubtless i 
the retreat from Moscow he would have giv 
all tlie wealth of Paris could he have indue 
Kutusoff to be similariy oblivious. It was 
universal law, the law of extremes, that then 
into operation. It was the terror and 
engendered by the recollection of Napol 
former triumphs and victories that made Kutus 
harass that mighty conqueror so cautious 
With what care and circumspection he approach 
the jaded heroes of the Imperial Guard ! H 
the Russian commander hazarded all in one 
upon the tired Frenchmen, Bonaparte was j( 
the man to have gained from the rash act 
means of extricating his army. But the 
Kutusoff knew him right well ; he saw his gr 
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Ltagonist in a strong net, and would run no risk, 
St the enemy might break out of.it. He did 
ith men what the Prussians did so cautiously 
: Sedan with cannon. Such was his respect 
)r the heroic courage of the French, even when 
1 a hopeless state, that he countermanded an 
ttack simply because he heard that the troops 
1 a certain village * wore high bear-skin caps ;' 
le knew well that * the Old Guard never sur- 
enders' and dared not attack such desperate 
nemies. Napoleon was in fact vanquished How 

, . 1.1- • Napoleon 

w his own great name makmg his enemies ymsrea/fy 

vanquished. 

nagnify his power when that power had almost 
ieparted, and at a period when his great mind, by 
I last desperate effort, might have turned his 
nisfortunes to his advantage had his enemy only 
onsidered him a poor prostrate and fallen foe in- 
itead of cautiously and wisely regarding him as the 
rioter of Marengo. Here extremes met ; fear of 
he gfreat caused respect, and the latter brought 
aution and prudence into operation. Had the 
Russians been elated at the distress of the French 
irmy, too much courage might have caused rash- 
less and defeat. Victory is a fond nurse that 
)ften kills her darlings by too much favouritism 
md kindness. Kutusoff knew Napoleon to be a 
nan of gigantic mind, with endless resources and 
ixpedients ever at his disposal, and he felt that it 
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with the needle-gun, and drove them 
d. But because the Austrians and the 
lly suffered we must not flatter ourselves we w 
urselves were not quite as much ' taken weUw 
former at Sadowa, or the latter at Sedan. 
k1 incumbent on us to remember these 

and carefully to keep ourselves ever up 
ck as regards Artillery. " 
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would be a great risk to have despised such 
foe so long as he had a company of grenadM 
left The commander who won a battle v 
a mere body-guard of 100 horsemen was 
to be trifled with, or to be too much provoki 
The ' king of the forest ' must not be goaded 
fiir>', or perchance he may dash at, and burst th 
bars of his cage ; the Russian general had a lonj 
head, and study had told him ' that the fortune 
war might take away what the fortune of war Y 
given.' Here we 6nd the consummate genei 
who takes everj- reasonable precaution ; here 1 
a grand temptation, which a less wise command 
or one less acquainted with the knowledge 
mm, might have been unable lo resisL < 
soldiers should study the incidents of the Rusj 
retreat on Moscow, and the final retreat of 1 
French /rem that city, so that we may never g 
our foes the opportunity of acting on this ai/-iis 
■ iMTHciple. The Prussians well knew that in fon 
wars the French trusted to rapiditj' of movemt 
How often had they not "whipped round' 
Austrians ? Now, ccmmon sense told them t 
they must invent some plan to keep such impt 
ous foes at a liistatue ; if they could only do / 
they must defeat them. The Prussians gaii 
their end most eft'ectually by their cannon, just 
they punished the munificent Austrian infani 
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at Sadowa with the needle-gun, and drove them 

off the field. But because the Austrians and the 

French only suffered we must not flatter ourselves wc were 

that we ourselves were not quite as much ' taken weu » ^^ 

in ' as the former at Sadowa, or the latter at Sedan. 

It is indeed incumbent on us to remember these 

sad events and carefully to keep ourselves ever up 

to the mark as regards Artillery. ^ 
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CHAPTER XV. 

How Times are changed — Warfare Now and in Times Pa! 
Science of Defence becoming superior to that of Attack' 
Further Arguments for Powerful Artillery^ Probable Value 
Cavalry in ihe Future : their Horses should be taken to 
harnessed lo Guns — The sole Object of the Author's Remai 
to save the Nation from Disgrace — The actual Horrors of V 
again enumerated^ Imagine an Enemy in London! — How st 
Times of Trial are the true Test of Men — Our Course is clea 
to progress in Knowledge, taking advantage also of ev 
Improvement in Weapons — Wars must at length cease wl 
all Nations become equal in military power. 

The time has long passed away since the da 
when a single gigantic warrior, clad in armot 
could, with his powerful right arm and pondi 
battle-axe, turn a victory into a defeat At t 
present day a ploughboy with a pocket pistol, cot 
shoot down a Goliath or a Saladin from beh*!] 
a hedge. In 1861 we said, ' So, when mihta 
science further progresses, it will be found 
necessary to set aside our Armstrong guns ai 
Enfield rifles, as it was for our ancestors gradual 
to exchange the bow and arrow for the musket ai 
cannon.' Jamee, in his history of Cceur-de-Lio 
' says, ' Whoever has given the slightest attentit 
to the history of the human mind must have 1 
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marked that at certain points it changes the path 
which it has previously been pursuing, assumes a 
new course, suited to the circumstances that for 
the time surround it, labours therein, until, operat- 
ing upon everything within its sphere, it has pro- 
duced a complete alteration in all around it' Now, 
this is what far-seeing and observing men are on Kar-sccing 

men. 

the look-out for ; if it be proved that iron ships 
can resist shot for even five minutes. p)'o tan, they 
must be better than those of wood. King Richard 
might have done verj- well opposed to the arrows 
of Saladin's hosts. Yet what could such a warrior 
accomplish now ? The formations made at 
Waterloo are dangerous, yea, useless in these days. 
' Old things have passed away, behold all thin^^s are oia things 

^ IKi&scil away. 

become new,' and yet, (extreme?) * There is nothing 
new under the sun/ If our enemy's guns carry a 
quarter of a mile further than ours we are not 
safe, for even fiftj- yards is of deep importance in 
gaining cover for your infantry. Now that all are on 
the alert we shall soon be ccjual again. Bows 
and arrows were opposed to bows and arrows, 
and huge guns will now meet huge guns. The 
Times (in an article on French iron-cased ships '^^ n^s on 

* the science of 

and Armstrong guns, September 15, 1869) said, J»-f«n'=«- 
• The science of defence will have become superior 
to the science of attack ; and when that comes to 
pass, war will have been shorn, not only of man' 
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Change in 



of its horrors, but of many of the prospects for the 
sake of which it ts undertaken.' 

It will be observed that with the introduction < 
'""^ ironclads we have reduced the number and in- 

I creased the weight of our naval guns ; as gunnery 

then is in reality our 'science of defence,' — as we 
depend upon it, whether equal or more powerful, 
to protect our infantry and injure that of the 
enemy, we must increase both the number and 
range of our cannon for field service. An iron- 
clad resists shot, if only for a time ; and when hard 
pressed can retire out of range, having suffered 
perhaps but little damage. But every shot, into 
a mass of flesh and blood, causes fearful loss of 
life, and it will make no difference whether you 
FoveriiU advance or retire, the more powerful artillery will 
cut down your soldiers still. The French felt this 

»at Sedan, It is no absurdity to say that we 
should bring into use every man and every horse 
rather than be overwhelmed at any future time 
by superior numbers, or more powerful guns, 
will be seen in the next war — perhaps not 
\\'hat we may far distant — that artillery will be so powerful, 

yel cipccl 

^ &om artillery, and go largely employed, that the loss of life wiU 
be far more than we have ever heard of since 
the introduction of powder. When men 
former ages, with equal weapons and courage 
also on a par, fell upon each other with swords^ 
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the carnage was tremendous before a victory was 

purchased by either side So will it be again when 

both armies have the same cannon, the same style wi,enM««a 

nf rifle, the same qualities in the other weapons 

ihey employ to throw projectiles. Surely common 

sense, backed by all History, tells us that this is 

true? 

When arrows were used the shield was of service, 
bullets rendered both shields and armour 

So cavalry are compelled by the present c««iiry tir* 

i 1 .■ olTnuw. 

long-range guns to keep at distances too great to 
'allow of their falling suddenly upon infantry ; 
besides which, tlie latter possess rilles that may be 
fired with such rapidity that it is no longer neccs- 
J to fix bayonets to receive a charge of horse. 
: is not at all absurd to suppose that cavalry c«v«arywiu 
days will be destroyed if they are hurled at bymhlni^M 
s or at infantry. In former days, when cavalry 
jrked wonders by their speed, it was a most im- 
brtant arm ; but they can no longer act as before. 
Kcmember how that glorious body of men — the 
lendid Austrian cavalry — went down before the 
■ussian infantry at Sadowa. But a battery or 
3 ofheavy guns would have obliged the Prussians Heavy guns 
\ pursue wiUi less haste, and might have prevented 
E awful bloodshed in the cavalry. It will be well 
^ consider whether a very large proportion of the SutEesiions. 
• should not, at once, be trained for the 
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artillery ; and also whether, on the battle-fiel 
every available horse should not be used to dra 
up the heaviest cannon to the points of impoi 
ance. 

We utterly deny that it is impossible to use i 
heavy guns in the field as on our iron-clads ; thj 
fallacy will be disproved ere long by time. Th 
it may be expensive is another matter, but 
would rather have one gun which could dominal 
the field, than whole batteries unable to stand te 
minutes before such a cannon in the enemy's hand 
We would rather use the horses of a whole cavalr/ 
regiment in drawing up huge guns, than send ou 
splendid horses and men to be shot down at fiv 
miles' distance from the enemy. We disagree i 
Mo with Col. Sir G. Wolseley when he saj's tha 
a cavalry soldier should possess an idea that he i 
more than a match for an infantrj'man or 1 
three guns is a proper proportion to 1,000 mei 
We know that some of our best cavalry offica 
have a full impression that their arm would have r 
chance against the breech-loading rifle. An offici 
who is now in the Native Irregular Cavalry, an 
who came from a distinguished Dragoon regimen 
told us, that, with all his pride in his own nobl 
branch of the service, he thought, for the reasoi 
above specified, it had lost much of its power i 
battle in the present day. Might we not have 
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glorious artillery if we used for this purpose a Glorious 

artillery 

large portion of our cavalry horses and men ? possible. 
What we want now is light cavalr}* ; cuirassiers 
could no longer do us any harm, for all our light 
. horse would be well protected by artillerj'. and the 
distances to be got over now would render the 
heavy cavalry almost useless. The tremendous 
charges of Jena and Leipsic will never take place 
again ; they are simply impossible. It is our duty cayairy 
to save the soldier s life, and we give this as our Limbic. 
unbiassed opinion and one which, if not yet 
admitted, must in time come to be believed. 
The Author was considered ' half daft ' when, considered 
a y&ir before the Prussian and French war, 
he predicted that in the very next great 
actions we should find an army overwhelmed 
by terrific artillery fire. Was not that the truth ? 
Oh! that the French had but taken the saine 
view — what misery and humiliation that grand and 
heroic nation would have avoided ! 

We claim not to possess prophetic power, but No claim to 
we do claim to have read history for a purpose, p^cr *^ 
and to have waded for long years through ponder- 
ous volumes as a mere matter of duty and as a 
grateful servant of Government In History we 

^ The human 

have traced the ramifications of the human mind, "^^""^ st«^«e^'. 
even as a plodding medical man delights to trace the 
beautiful arrangements of the nerves in the human 
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body. There can be no arrogance in boldly assei 
ing that which we can see by analogy as clear as 
see the glorious light of the sun. We have had i 
many ' snubs ' in our chequered life to fear the voi 
of cavillers ; we care not if we are pronouni 
even to have a 'slate off' — if, by such a sacrifice 
our mental position amongst men we shall hai 
said one word that may tend to animate ournatit 
to secure ourselves from humiliation. We 
afford to let people laugh at our ' presumption.' 
it may be called, if we can avert disgrace and misi 
from falling on Great Britain. We have seen wl 
comes from being unprepared. The Mutiny 
1857 should remind us what calamities may arl 
at such dreadful times. We have learnt by 
perience — sad experience, purchased by the loss 
the verj" lives of those dearest to us — that all 1 
money in the world is valueless — a mere bagatelli 
in comparison with the precious fruits of peace am 
order. To ensure that order and that peace 
care not if we raise a hornet's nest of critics abi 
pA duty we us. We Have tried to perform what we believe to 
|cwintry. a duty, and no man can perform his duty, who 

daunted by tlie fear of the ill-will or ridicule of 
comrades from doing that which he consid< 
fpMest not the right, and believes from his very soul to be tru( 
and just, and wise. We have seen that in time 
of danger die oldest men are not always those v/ht 
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; best relied upon, and we have been in- 
, on the most indisputable authority, of acts 
, so imprudent, that we wondered whether 
• who were guilty of them had ever read, in 
r long service, a single book on military tac- 
; or had attempted even to study their fellow- 
peature — man. Fortunate it is that at such times 
len so incompetent are set aside, and that thus the 
power to create confusion is placed beyond tlieir 
each. There are people who can dash off pages 
A sarcasm : who can write and speak glibly on s 
Wk most important matters : yet their opinions 
R really worthless. In this little work we dis- 
rlaim all desire to dictate or be in the least arrogant. 
Vc commenced a case and have produced our wit- v 
s to prove it ; it is for loyal, impartial, sound- c 

, reasonable and patriotic men to be our 
s,and to say whether the witnesses from his- 
i from science are considered unimpeacltable 
jierwise. Had we never been in a campaign i 
I we not served through a protracted siege of c 
1 months, it is probable that, like many others, 
^should have given no thought to this momen- 
matter. But we know the curse of war; ( 
Jig tasted its cup of bitterness we understand 
really mean^. Those who have been 
trished in the lap of luxury, may be excused 
hey cast such an uninteresting study aside, but 
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it behoves the hired servants of the State to 
member that their duty to their Sovereign i 
upon them to publish all they know that may te 
to uphold the honour of our Queen and Nation, 
If the reader could but have seen the looks at 
could realise the astonishment of men who, from 
state of comfort and peace suddenly found the 
selves surrounded by hundreds of thousands 
enemies, he would pardon the imperfections of t 
littie warning work. At such times a man is se 
as he really is — the rough bold outlines of 
character are developed, or the opposite tra 
It is in times of scarcity, when some men woi 
almost grudge their comrades the scrap they j 
devouring as their scanty rations, that we find ( 
the generosity, magnanimity, and patience of ( 
neighbour man. The dainties of your table ( 
appear; the comforts of your cities are gotl 
your luxuries are no more; the shells rat 
against the walls of your rooms ; your comrat 
are blown to atoms ; delicate women and 
emaciated children are exposed to extreme pi 
and hardship. Oh, good 'men of England w 
live at home at ease' if you wish to keep i 
demon War from your doors, if you do not 
him to be glutted with the blood of your precw 
ones, hold him in check, as you would, pistol 
hand, stand at your door to keep a robber at I 
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We are not * word-painting ;' we honesily te'.I you n.* r^-- 

• » ■."el- Tit 'it- 

mbat we ourselves have seen : when war breaks -:— fc: 

out it would be too late to speak. The Author 

kis before his e>'es a scene such as tkis. A room 

bn of poor delicate ladies : little children sitting 

QQ the floor, which is strewed with broken biscuit, 

cups and plates : the \'enetian blinds closed : the 

buQding resounding with the crash of round shot Si.i. sa.^ 

ttd shell : the infants cr)ing, the elder children 

amazed and wondering what is going on : a girl 

;ef seventeen has had both legs severed by round- 

[4ot : a beautiful intelligent little maiden has been 

dzed with cholera, and the distracted mother is at 

ier wits' ends to know what to do : anxious wives 

[are asking if their husbands had sur\'ived that fear- 

fill day, and imploring to know the worst — these, 

dear reader, are a few of the sad recollections of a Ww^tobc 

soldier who paid a hasty visit to his wite and 

f diildren (during a short cessation of fire at his 

» outpost) on one of the first days of the siege of 

Lucknow. As long as he lives, those horrid, those 

painful sights can never be obliterated from his 

mind, and even now they haunt him in his dreams. 

And yet with the enemy in London this is what The enemy ia 
you might expect, or worse, lor in addition scientific 
I men would direct the aim of their guns, and you 
would be surrounded by a belt of fire, your fine 
furniture and pictures would be destroyed, food 

z 
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would be scarce, perhaps the ruffians of the 
takii^ advantage of the confusion, would bo 
into and plunder your houses. AH the moi 
you can spare should be given to secure us fr 
such miseries and misfortunes. You have oi 
to ask the people of Paris what they suffered, 
shudder yourselves at such a prospect ; everj* pea 
that can be spared would be well spent to s< 
us from such miseries and misfortunes. Atsud 
time the conventional forms ofpoliteness disappe 
the ball-room attentions offered to the fair sex, 
coquetting with dainties to hand lo ladies — lh( 
vanish, or are retained only by the most refii 
and unselfish members of society. Man as a i 
is selfish, and it is when distress and pi 
war and privations arrive, that we sec who are 

IW tnc ud really noble and generous in heart. The tinsel ; 
the hoUoAvness of society is then revealed. 
see in reality then who of the fair sex are resign 
de\-oted, and true ; who among men are brave, m 
nanimous, and noble. Society demands as mi 
and even more than it gives, whilst self-abn< 
lion, unselfishness, and generosity come, all of th< 
from other, higher, and nobler motives. In tii 
of miscrj', man is a painful spectacle ; but 

ffn«of effect of moral uprightness' is as clearly visi 

' Sii Henry l.awrcace is a brilliant example of 
and scIf-^tbDegalioD. 
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then as the changes produced in the worldly-mind- 
ed by altered circumstinccs. In the ball-room, 
what self-abnegation is there in trotting about Seif-abncga- 

tion in the 

With a chair, in turning over the music, or wait- HaU-room i 

ing till the ladies are helped to supper, with the 

prospect a few minutes afterwards of a right good 

• feed ' ? But alter the case — crowd those ladies into The case a 

a room, and shell it for even a few hours ; give and tAtn ? 

each man only one pound of wheat in grain, which 

he has to get ground as he best can, and made 

into cakes as he best may ; let the gnawing of 

hunger be fully realised with the awaking from 

disturbed dreams of banquets to find nothing to 

eat — and we can assure you on our word of honor 

that then you would be perfectly astonished to 

find there was so much selfishness in the world. Loveofs^ir. 

* Self is uppermost in many hearts. Yet at such 

times we have seen the humble uneducated soldier 

share his last ' pipe-full ' of tobacco with his 

trusty comrade, and learnt in other ways the 

generosity and nobleness of these poor fellows. Generosity of 

We understood then what the words to *Love your soidicn* 

neighbour as yourself really meant. If you want 

therefore to find heart go amongst the poor — ^go 

to the ploughman's cottage, and there one kind 

word that will not take a half-penny out of your 

pocket will secure to you one of God Almighty s 

large hearts. They will be devoted to you — these 

z 3 
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people who live on the humblest fare. The 
poor soldiers, these humble ploughmen do fi 
more, as a rule, than those who have the bountif 
gifts of heaven lavished on them. The Auth< 
learnt this during the siege of Lucknow when 
times there was almost no hope. This lit 
tribute of gratitude is offered to the galla 
soldiers whom the Author commanded at his 01 
post, — men of Her Majesty's 32nd Regiment, 
splendid corps that with only 600 men brave 
stood up to meet about 100.000 rebels surroundii 
the Residency position. We shared the san 
perils together, and lived in the same rooi 
Never was such devotion seen, never can we fc 
get what those men did ; having watched the 
day and night we have found out the stuff 
which their hearts are made. We shall nev 
cease to take an interest in the noble priva 
soldier whose innate worth is not thorough 
known : and who is generally judged by the in 
prudent acts of his comrades, arising — not from 
innate badness — but from idleness and e.xcess i 
times of peace. There are no men who are ; 
obedient in times of danger, no mortals who thir 
less of their own personal comforts, and certaiii 
none who will more cheerfully lay down their liw 
for the honor of their beloved Sovereign. We hai 
seen men, enfeebled by sickness, scorn to go in 
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Hospital ; men who had to sit half the time, from 
sheer weakness, yet when told to go away replied, 
• It will only make the work fall harder on other 
men, sin' There was perhaps no Chesterfieldian 
politeness in this — but it was devotion and a pure 
high-minded sense of duty. 
^\^len water can only be drawn from a well by Precious 

water! 

creeping on the hands and knees through the 
darkness of the night, under the fire of shell and 
round shot, that water is more precious than the 
*Koh-i-Noor' diamond ; yet, the man who runs 
the risk of his life to get it, will share it with his 
thirsty comrades without a grudge. See the The other 

, , side of the 

opposite side of the picture : — say here, at Ascot picture. 
races is a party of wealthy folks eating and 
drinking and making merry ; a number of litde 
hungry urchins beg for a few scraps, and are 
driven off by the ' liveried ' servants. Which of 
these is the type of self-abnegation ? Who 
would not rather respect the donor of the cup of 
water, and despise the others ? Men are spoilt ScifishncM in 

*' cities. 

by the luxuries of large cities ; there is too much 
of the * pay for yourself and think of no one else ' 
system in wealthy towns, whereas in the country 
there is a kind feeling towards our neighbour. 
Remark also the people you meet on board a 
ship ; has no one seen selfishness on a long 
voyage ? Again, have you never seen a man dispose Example. 
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of half a dozen oranges and refuse to give a bit of 
one to some impcMtunate child who asked for it I 
Have you never seen two or three well-fed men 
conversing about money matta:s, boasting of profits, 
talkii^ largely, of their prospects and their plans, 
and yet denying a single copper to a pck>r woman 
who» by her looks, is evidently starving. These 
of course are but exceptions, for, thank God, die 

Who Is noble-minded and the generous may be counted 

these? by millions in this world — ^were it otherwise, what 

a world it would be ! He who sees his poor 
neighbour part cheerfully with his last penny, and 
then complains when he himself has to pay a few 
shillings for an honest tax, cannot have much 

Use of money, generosity in his disposition. Turn the tables 
and bestow the rich mans money on the poor; 
should we not get more cheerful taxpayers ? We 
are too prone to forget that money is only a 
blessing to us so long as we can do good with it, 
and that God loves the cheerful giver in all things. 
If an enemy held possession of London for a 
month, we imagine that those men who grumble 
at taxation would gladly pay for food in one day 
what their taxes would hardly amount to .in a 
year. We have known ten pounds offered for a 
single Towl, and refused ; and, after all, what is 
gold without food ? 

Valueless \ Certain man was found dead in the desert 

pearls. 
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with a bag of pearis attached to his waist ; on the 

sand he had written with his finger, 'To the • 

hungry man a bofled turnip is as good as a broiled 

fowL' The * pearis ' then had not been of much 

use to him. During the Mutiny soldiers were 

known to have given several pearls, of value too, 

for a glass of rum ! We ourselves remember that 

a very small bottle of honey was sold for four 

pounds, to be used for a sick child But we have a stem Ckl 

known men eat puddings, made of precious eggs 

and milk, while our own infant actually died for 

want of nourishment Have not we who have 

experienced such things a right to be almost 

* Timons ' ? Are we not bound to raise the 

warning cry and to implore all sensible and loj-al 

men to be on the alert ? Surround yourself with Ann yoor- 

SCItCS It ODOC 

a powerful army and spare no money for artillery, 
and you will never see Great Britain conquered ; 
if invaded it could never be held. War, horrid 
war, comes stealthily, and oh, its miseries re- 
quire a far abler pen than ours to describe or to 
give the faintest idea of the misfortunes and the 
agonies of mind that it produces. We can only 
show the ' handful that is the sample of the cart- 
load' What would you think, reader, did tilings Hani timet. 
come to such a pass that you could not get a 
coffin for a dead wife } Yet we have seen that, 
and have reason to remember it These are 



344 VICTORIES AND DEFEiVTS 

important facts that thinking mortals should i 
member ; though, doubtless, it is not so pleasant 
study such matters as it is to peruse a nov 
Read of the horrors of the siege of Jerusalei 
and know that those incidents are mere types 
the miseries that have been endured by sufferi; 
humanity in later days. If then you can reali 
all that we so earnestly, and with :dl our heai 
wish to impress on your minds, will you not, 
loyal and brave men. band together, and suppi 
the Government when money is wanted for t 
army ? When national and patriotic demands ; 
c Penbody made on our purses, more men are needed of t 
Peabody type. As for us soldiers, most of 
have no large sums of money in the banl 
Thousands have not even a house or an inch 
land we can call our own, — our interests bear : 
comparison to those who possess enormous weal 
in tnoney and in property : yet we soldiers are 
fond of our homes and the safety of our belov 
ones as any millionaire in the nation, and 
soldiers pride ourselves no less on our loya 
than you real patriots. 

We will add little more on this subj< 
as we feel sure we shall have the sopp( 
of all loyal and good men. We must o 
beg that the faults in this work may 
viewed with a considerate and generous eye ; 
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we possess no literary attainments and no merit 

beyond Ha^ practical experience of thirty years. If ^^^rat[Jn* 

our well-intentioned efforts are somewhat dis- ®^^«'^^^«'^- 

paraged on account of our want of eloquence, 

remember it is only the production of a soldier 

who, during long years of exile, has endeavoured 

to search, for truth. Eloquence, recollect, is not 

always truth, and surely there must be some 

truth in the pages of history ? Our greatest The tronbie of 

arrangement. 

trouble in preparing this work has been to 
arrange our evidence under certain heads so that 
we could pick out our * witness ' and hand him unbiassed 

"^ witnesses. 

into court in proof of the exact part of the case 
at issue ; such witnesses do not * forget ' and 
are unbiassed, which is highly important. But 
in drawing up our case for the judges' decision 
we have had to curtail the evidence immensely, 
so as to avoid beine tedious, and we have ex- Notes 

^ excluded. 

eluded enough to have filled volumes. Fortunately, 
these notes, collected with considerable labour and 
care, will still be useful to us. They are too pre- 
cious to put aside, and will supply much food for 
future meditations and study. The advice of Sady Sad/s advice 

^ ^ ^ taken, 

the Persian poet (of whose ' Goolistan ' we have 
made an entire analysis) has been followed in 
preparing this work. Sady says, ' The discourses 
of Sady are mixed with pleasantry, on which 
account the short-sighted may extend the 
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tongue of reproach : saying, it is not the part < 
a wise man to waste the brain in vain pursuit 
and to endure the smoke of the lamp without z 
advantage ; however, the enlightened minds of t! 
intelligent, who comprehend the tendency of our 
discourse, are sensible that the pearls of salutary 
advice (i.e., from history), and the better medicine 
of admonition,' are both mixed with the honey of 
pleasantry simply in order that the reader might 
not in disgust refuse his acceptance.' The mes- 
senger performs his duly by delivering his message. 
We have sounded the ' Turn out ;' it is no fault of 
ours if the men are late for the Parade. 

As intelligence progresses, each nation will 
gradually approach its superior in military power, 
till every army — in Europe at least — is equal in 
military science. When one Power is unable to 
take forts or sink its enemy's ships must not war 
necessarily cease — unless indeed we exterminate 
each other? Now where commanders study 
history to elicit the real causes of victories and 
defeats they will find that battles have been wonj 
by the superior intelligence and abilities of 1 
leaders, and not always by ««;«^?7Vi2/superioriti 
As all nations were created by the same Omnip 
tent Being, we are justified in believing that whd 



' Frojji iiislory ; also as regards us, of course. 
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men become equal, as regards invention of ma- 
chines of war or weapons of defence, they will 
also become equal as regards military tactics. 
Meanwhile, let us throw aside all that is inapplic- Progress in 

knowledge. 

able to present circumstances, although based on 
the highest antiquated authorities. * Progress in 
knowledge is often paradoxically indicated by a 
diminution in the apparent bulk of what we ktiow! 
When the nations become equal in the science 
of war, wise men of these Powers will not be slow 
to mark progress, and to be on a par with others 
as r^ards the knowledge of the various weapons of 
defence. The Prussians threw aside all antiquated Prussians 

wise 

ideas — ideas that were inapplicable to the wants of 

the period — and hence their success. But such was 

our love for ' old things' such our reliance in the" 

weapons of the past, that not till * Sadowa ' did we 

improve our rifles ; and we remained in the same 

state as regards our ideas of artillery till Sedan, 

coming upon us like a thunderbolt, made it clearly 

evident that heavy cannon overwhelmed the 

French. It was by throwing aside obsolete 

rubbish, by the ' diminution of what we know,' &c., 

as already quoted, that the far-seeing, practical 

Germans led the way and twice anticipated their 

enemies, actually hood-winking tens of thousands Wc were 

flOodwixiiccd 1 

of sensible men who never, however, seemed to 
give such grave subjects a thought. Doubtless 
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many of our great military authondes, our 3I 
commanders and our superior generals, may ha 
remarked what was passing, and, for all we km 
to the contrar)-, may have remonstrated a the 
sand times. The fact remains, that the ' Nation 
at large did not take the matter up, fully satlsfie 
that extraordinary events were imminent froi 
the entire change and improvements in the implf 
meats of war. We blame our Nation therdcrca 
a body of intelligent, far-seeing, scientific and prao 
tical men for not ventilating this subject, and fo 
not urging a thorough and searching inquir)- inl 
the real reasons why the Danes were so easH 
conquered. The weapon used against them wa 
that used afterwards against the Austrians I 
Sadowa with such tremendous effecL How was it 
that our nation was not aware till the latter date 
of the great improvement gained — not so much 
in the needle-gun itself, as by the breech -loading 
process ? It was by a careful forecast of future 
requirements in battle that the Prussians went 
s ahead as they did. W'ell it was for Prussia that 
she had three such wise men at the head of a^airs 
It is only out of the mass of generally acknow- 
ledged truths that we detect falsehoods. Expe- 
rience and the study of men alone must be our 
guide. H is judgment is clearly tlie best who con- 
stantly keeps his previous knowledge before his 
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mind s eye : who, out of the wealth of his intel- 
lectual store perpetually tests falsehood by truth : Test of fche- 
who from time to time throws off an accumulation 
of obsolete absurdities, absurd notwithstanding 
tfieir antiquit}% to replace them by indisputable 
ideas based in common sense. Our past studies 
must be firmly impressed on our memory to be of 
use at a moment How would the physician prosper 
who had not his knowledge of medicine stored 
accurately in his mind ready for instant use ? His Mediod 

weapons oC 

drugs and remedies are his weapons of defence defence, 
against the maladies by which mortal man is at- 
tacked. So, if a general has no knowledge of past 
history, he must fail from ignorance. Plato says, 
* Those studies which in their youth they have 
pursued promiscuously must be brought before them 
at one view, that they may see the connection of 
the whole with each part, and with the nature of 
real being.' This is what we desire to impress on 
young officers. 

On the field of battle, where a man carries his 
lilHrary in his head, all the books in the world would 
be useless ; yet one man may not make good use 
of his reading, and this is no more wonderful than 
diat two medical men differ in the treatment 
of a disease. It must depend upon their talent 
J detect what the nature of the disease is^ and Talent to 

understand our 

That its treatment should be. Some readers may reading. 
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turn out bad commanders, just as some me< 
men gain little contidence : but, as a rule, tli 
who study their profession are the least UkelJ 
make absurd blunders. Without attaining ad 
perfection, we may j-et have good medical men. i 
good commanders also. If both sides adopt' 
same precautions, war must necessarily cO 
Both will play the same game, and be on e^ 
terms. Tlie Briton was once a savage, a 
savage may some day be equally as civilised as 
Briton. Formerly, tens of thousands died of i 

rrogrcss in cases for which no cure was known, but as med! 

scicLcc. science advanced the strength of the enemy i 

discovered, and the best method of proccd 

against him. Then he was opposed by weap 

I that checked his advance, and attack and defe 

were put on a more equal footing. So will 

warimaiady. be as regards War. War then is a malady w| 
is to be cured like many the ph)'sician (1 
witii — by mind If rifled guns carry milea 
may be found prudent to fight with smi 
armies. The smaller nations then, may yet I 

Guns changed, match for the greatest, in the same way as in 1 
navy four huge guns do now instead of 1 20 s( 
ones. In other words, as science progrcsso 
will be no more wonderful for the meanest nat| 
to command respect and assist in 
general peace of the world, than it 
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railway vans raised by the mere pressure of the 
handle of a powerful machine. Towards this all 
is tending. As ' the body has many members, The body and 

the membars. 

but all have not the same office ' so nations are all 
members of the body of humanity, working their 
own ways, doing the particular 'work that God has 
required of them. One is the * head ' and another 
the * legs ; ' both acting apart for a certain period 
to be brought finally together. The gradual im- improvement 

in arms* 

provement in fire-arms is acting in this direction ; 
each ruler will learn to cultivate friendship and 
peace, and those who rebel will be overpowered, 
or forced to submit There is evidence of this in 
the ' balance of power — ' a principle which is still 
in its youth, or, perhaps, approaching its manhood ; War and 

— ICC end in 



it will arrive at its full maturity when civilisation ^nnony, 
has reached that point where mankind acknow- 
ledges that war and peace, although extremes, Engines of 

war, 

have met, and that discordant notes apdy arranged 
produce harmony. How can we think other- 
wise when we find that the engines of war are 
now becoming so terrific that their very power to 
destroy life is an indication that they are ultimately 
intended to preserve it ? The fact is evident that 
man was made a free agent so that he might work 
out his own destiny. What is seen in a school is The school of 

the world. 

but the type of what is done in the world ; a lot of 
boys fight away till they find that it is better to live 
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in peace. The human family has been brought into 
collision, as nations, at different ages or periods 
and generations were required to make such 
huge school fully aware of the advantages of peace 
As moral training brings boys to their senses, 
will the intellectual portion of humanity, whidl 
rapid civilisation is now making so formidably 
come forward to insist upon peace being upheld 
As lime draws on, science — or intellect developed 
— will give the preponderance to the thinkers of 
society ; invention will make up for superiority o] 
numbers, and thus the opposition of the rudej 
members who delight in war and violence will bfi 
checked. Truth may be compared to a peP 
manent perfume. Fresh from the scent-shop it 
of course more perceptible to our senses thafl 
after long exposure to the air; but like the soul o 
man It retains Its innate worth long after the bod 
has evaporated, or disappeared from our gaze. Th 
action of an atmosphere of falsehood may partlj 
deprive truth of Its most powerful influences, stil 
it remains Immortal, and can never be quiO 
annihilated. It may be, and often is, hidden like 
the sun, only to burst forth with redoubled splei 
dour. ■ Steady progress ' is the very opposite < 
' go-a-head ' haste. The first is based on a previou 
calm and dispassionate investigation of all n& 
theories or inventions ere we adopt them in root 
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antiquated systems. On the other hand, the 
:ter may tempt its votaries to adopt all novel 
^as and schemes too hurriedly, and without 
iture thought or deliberation. It consequently 
eaks down. Truth is to be found by watchful 
re and by using our powers of judging by 
alogy. It is the precious metal mixed up with 
oss, and to see it in its beauty the latter must 
: melted down. The time draws on when The end of 

war the 

ere will be the * drawn battle between barba- muitnmum. 
;m and civilisation : ' the two gladiators well 
Itched, will shake hands and retire for ever 
)m the * Arena of War ;' then "will be fulfilled 
Dse words * when men shall beat their swords 

ploughshares, and their spears into pruning 
oks ; nation shall not lift up sword against 

tion, neither shall they learn war any more/ A Based on our 

Bible. 

Uennium of peace will then ensue such as we 

1 taught in our Bibles to believe. 



GOD SAVE THE QUEEN ! 



Major A. Oldliam, 

12th2:elatri-Gliilzle Begt 
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